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Dear Members and Friends of Memorial Drive Lutheran Church,  

 It is no secret that the month of March is filled with Lenten 
services, Holy Week services and Easter services.  Each year we 
take this journey which is not a track meet, but a planned 
methodical journey.  It IS about walking the walk.   
Why? 

 It is not that we don’t know the story, but it IS that we walk the 
story for our own souls.  Something happens to us on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday that words can’t describe but our souls 
ring out with sighs too deep for words. 

 Easter takes on new meaning each year after the journey of 
Lent, yet who has the words?  The liturgies of the Church always 
set the tone, but the Holy Spirit nourishes our souls. 

 Then in the middle of all of this, you and I bid each other, not 
goodbye, but “until we meet again.”  I believe the plan is to have 
some time together on Palm Sunday during our monthly potluck to 
share some memories of the last 9 months together.   

 My prayer is that in the coming weeks we can enjoy all the 
blessings that God has for us in worship, relationships, laughter and 
tears. 

In Christ’s Happy Service 

Pastor Stephen Kelly, Interim 

Pastor’s Page   
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Message from the Council President 

I am writing this message a couple of days ahead of the congregation meeting Will Storm.  Hopes 
are high that the meet and greet will go well, and the congregation’s 6 month discernment process 
will end on a very high note.  Will has struck all that have met him as being very much Spirit-led, 
thoughtful and gracious and loving.  Good qualities in a future pastor! 

We should all count our blessings.  Many, many call processes take a year (or two) to complete.  
We first have been graced with PK to lead us through our interim period.  He has energized us 
and motivated us, made us laugh (and even cry), and simply has been marvelous.  If the February 
21 congregational meeting results in the calling of Will, PK’s last Sunday with us will be March 27 
– Easter.  Oh what a celebration that will be! 

We also need to be thankful for the tireless efforts of the Call Committee.  Led by Chair Karen 
Whitefield, that committee began work last August and in a matter of only a few months got a 
tremendous amount accomplished.  The Synod certainly helped by getting Will’s resume before 
the committee, but it was their visioning for the congregation, their planning and research, and 
finally their engagement with Will and other candidates that rocketed the process forward. So 
please join me in thanking each member of the committee for all of their hard and very good work: 
Karen Whitefield, Jane Brownlee, Glen Dorow, Mel Dosch, Angela Richter, Hub Tett, and 
Marshall Wegner.  THANKS SO MUCH!      

We had our first Lenten soup supper last night.  About 20 joined PK for delicious soup, bread and 
a few extra goodies, and then he led us in a brief study of two paintings depicting the Last Supper.  
Good fellowship was enjoyed by all, and we learned a thing or two about Salvador Dali and 
ourselves. 

There is much to look forward to over the next several weeks.  There are the highlight services of 
Holy Week, there are a few more Lenten soup suppers to partake in, there is our first “de-
cluttering” day on March 5 (read further in the Contact to learn more about that), and our annual 
spring clean-up on March 19.  There will be egg hunts and fun for the younger folks, along with 
potluck on Palm Sunday.  So much to celebrate. 

As we get ready to walk with Christ yet again through the cheering masses on Palm Sunday, hear 
His story of anguish on Good Friday and then His and our story of triumph Easter morning, please 
remember that we have been chosen by God, loved by God, and freed by His grace which 
surpasses all understanding. Lewis Smedes, a Christian ethicist, wraps it up well: 

 

 Hard-nosed common sense will tell you that you are too wrong to meet the standards of   
a holy God; pardoning grace tells you that it’s all right in spite of so much in you that is all 

wrong.  Realistic common sense tells you that you are too weak, too harassed, too human 

to change for the better; grace gives you power to send you on your way to being a better 

person.  Plain common sense may tell you that you are caught in a rut of fate or futility; 

grace promises that you can trust God to have a better tomorrow for you than the day you 

have made for yourself.     

 
 

President                                                   Mike Riggs  
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 Learning Ministry                 Karen Carter 

 

The MDLC Youth completed two service projects in early February thanks in part to the gener-
ous contributions from MDLC members.  Firstly, they raised over $100 and collected quite a few 
canned goods as part of the SOUPER of Caring on Super Bowl Sunday.  All donations will 
benefit the Augustana Lutheran Church’s food pantry.  Secondly, they assembled Valentine’s 
CARE packages filled with healthy snacks and sweets for MDLC’s college students and ‘shut in’ 
members.  Thanks to the generous contributions from the MDLC members these projects were 

a success. 

Our next activity will be the EGGSTRAVAGANZA, which is an Easter egg 
hunt held at MDLC after service on Palm Sunday.  The hunt is open to 
all MDLC and any visiting youth on that day.  To the extent you’d like to 
contribute candy to fill the eggs, a donation box will be placed in the nar-
thex.  Please avoid donating chocolate candy as late March weather in 
Houston can tend to the warmer side. 

          
       

Finally, please join me on Sunday, February 28
th

, for the Learning Ministry Temple Talk at the 
beginning of our worship service.  I will talk about the old, the new and how you might help con-
tribute to our Learning Ministry during 2016. 

SEMIANNUAL ALL CHURCH WORKDAY—MARCH 19, 2016 

Please join us on Saturday, March 19, 2016, 
for our semiannual all church cleanup and 
workday, beginning around 9:00 am.  Lunch 
will be provided!  Feel free to come and go as 
you please. A signup sheet is available in the 
narthex.  If you have specific projects that 
you’d like to see accomplished on that day, 
please let me know!  Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve on the Property Ministry of Me-
morial Drive Lutheran Church.  I look forward 
to seeing you then and I thank you in advance 
for your help! 

                                    Stuart Moen 
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Soup and Supper Schedule 

Theme:  Great Paintings of  Holy Week 
 

      March 2nd                                                                                             
Jesus before Pilate:  Various images 

 

       March 9th                                                                                                       
The Crucifixion:  Rembrandt and Dali 

 

       March 16th                                                                                               
The Resurrection:  Rembrandt and Orthodox Icon 

 

Palm Sunday—March 20th  
 

Maundy Thursday—March 24—7:00 Vesper Service  
(Stripping of  the Altar by Altar Guild)  

 

Good Friday March 25—12 noon and 7:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday March 27th – 2 services  
Easter Sunrise Service—7:00 a.m.– Knoeller Garden and  

Celebration of  the Resurrection—10:30 a.m. 
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 Worship & Music Ministry                    Joyce Kennedy 

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church’s Altar Guild  

All Council Ministries will be giving a ‘Temple Talk’ on what the individual ministries 
responsibilities are. This notice is in advance because our Altar Guild merits more news than the 
Worship and Music Team on March 3

rd
.   

 “Who makes our Altar so beautiful every Sunday?” is a frequently asked question. The answer is 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church’s Altar Guild members. We are dedicated to the ministry of the 
Altar Guild, allowing us to serve our Lord. It’s an easy task, just takes a little time.   The warmth of 
caring, holding true to our Lutheran heritage of worship environment is heartfelt through the Holy 
Spirit. 

Altogether, we create according to the seasons of the church the changing of the liturgical 
paraments/vestments. We prepare for weekly communion. We take care of the silver, buy or order 
communion supplies. We even polish the Crucifix and the Eternal Candle support. There’s also a 
little dusting and cleaning to do. A team of enduring members also participate in the “Striping of 
the Altar “on Maundy Thursday. It is a very sacred service with very special meaning.  This is what 
drives us in our personal worship experiences. 

Thanks to each of you for your support in providing the flowers for each Sunday’s worship service. 
Please pay the standard amount of fifty dollars before or the day your flowers are represented. 
Also, if you would like to provide something special, you can call our florist with your request and 
then just follow up by letting the florist know that your special flower request replaces MDLC’s 
regular delivery for that particular Sunday. The Altar Guild does not have Sunday flowers in the 
budget. 

We set up the day before the service- takes about an hour.  You can do this set up by yourself or 
in pairs. You can set up or take down or both.  There are also little things that are needed if you 
do not have the time for the set up. If you are interested in participating in this honorable mission 
to serve your Lord, please contact anyone on the Altar Guild and we will set up a training session 
for you. 

A special THANK YOU to Susanne Lockheed for setting up the communion kits each month. We 

thank each and every individual who have so graciously devoted their time for MDLC’s Altar Guild. 

This is the most important ministry of our church! 

 

 

  

Altar Guild Notes 
The Worship and Music Ministry approved having water in the opened Baptismal 

Font each Sunday so that when approaching for communion you may make 
the sign of the cross. 

 

Please consider helping ‘DECLUTTER SATURDAY’ for the Vestry and Sacristy 
on March 5

th  
morning. 

 

Help our ministry decorate the church with palms on March 19, the same day as 
the church cleanup work day. 

 

Also, consider assisting with the “Stripping of the Altar on Maundy Thursday, 
March 24. 
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Worship Leaders  
Please 

volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 
March 6 March 13 

Palm Sunday 

March 20 

Maundy 
Thursday 

March 24  

Good Friday 

March 25 

Easter 
Sunrise 

and 

Festival 

Assisting  
Minister 

Marilyn Mekala John McMurray Joyce Kennedy Pastor Kelly Pastor Kelly 
John 

McMurray 

Acolyte 
Luke 

Whitefield 

Kennedy 

Havens 
Paige Pierce  

Luke 

Whitefield 

Lilly 

Olschimke 

Lilly 

Olschimke 

Lector 
Jo Ann 

Peschel 
Scott Pierce Janet Zaozirny Jane Brownlee  Mike Riggs 

Communion  
Server 

Doris Bosse Angela Richter Angela Richter Doris Bosse NA Elaine Riggs 

Ushers Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen  Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 

Greeters Mary Hodde Nedra Berger Nancy Morgan Barbara Elrod NA 
The Riggs  

Ron Richter 

Altar Guild The Riggs 
Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 
Joyce Kennedy The Riggs NA The Riggs 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 
Linda 

Richter 

Flowers Kate Counsell  
Ed & Delores 

Howard 
  Ellen Carter 
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As you receive this month’s newsletter, we are in the midst of this year’s Lenten season.  Before 
you know it, we will be making our Holy Week journey.  Since that is so close upon us, I chose to 
share with you information on the Triduum (pronounced tri-doo-um).  Triduum refers to the “Three 
Days” that begin at sundown of Maundy Thursday and culminate with Easter morning. 
 

We use the term  three-in-one to describe the Holy Trinity, but it is also an apt way to speak of the 
triduum, or the Three Days.  At the center of the church year is our annual celebration of the 
paschal mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  One way of observing Holy Week is to walk 
with Jesus through the last days of his earthly life and to emotionally relive the darkness of Good 
Friday and the surprising resurrection of Easter Sunday.   
 

The Three Days is our Christian Passover.  We are not trying to recreate first-century Jerusalem; 
rather, we are participating in the mysteries at the core of our faith.  Distinctions between past, 
present, and future disappear.  Like Jews who observe the Passover in light of their current 
context, we mark the Three Days not as a way to go back in time but to let the spiritual power of 
death and resurrection be unleashed for us today.  With Christ we “pass over” from darkness to 
light, from bondage to freedom, from death to life. 
 

For these three days we put everything else aside so that we may attend to the awesome 
mystery that defines our faith: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again!  In a sense 
time stops and we enter eternity.  We have waited a year to celebrate these powerful liturgies, 
and we savor every moment.  We are not merely commemorating events from the past; we are 
participating in the very mystery at the center of our lives.  Baptismal dying and rising with Christ 
is not only our baptismal vocation, it is our sure and certain hope. 
 

The words of these days are the scriptures, hymns, and rites that mark our Christian identity.  Yet 
the images of the liturgies may speak even more powerfully to our souls and bodies.  The paschal 
candle carried in the dark worship space starkly contrasts with the radiant light of Christ’s 
resurrection.  The first eucharist of Easter is none other than our eating and drinking the rich 
abundance of the promised land. 
 

When the Three Days is observed with careful planning, joyful intentionality, and reverent 
celebration, it becomes the heartbeat of a parish’s life together.  The triduum is the center of the 
year; Lent flows to it and Easter flows from it.  In these holy days we find both our identity and our 
mission-remembered in the past, made present through word and sacrament, and propelling us 
with invincible hope into the future. 

Director of Church Music       Pamela Tamburello 
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Calling of Pastor Will Storm.  At its February 21 special meeting, the congregation 
unanimously voted to call Will Storm as our next senior pastor.  Pastor Will’s first day as 
MDLC senior pastor will be Monday, April 18.  The congregation had an opportunity to meet 
Will and his wife, Erin, the day before the special meeting.  We are looking forward to 
welcoming them in mid-April as they begin their lives in Houston and with us!    
 
Saying “Goodbye” to PK and Theresa.  Pastor Kelly’s last Sunday in the MDLC pulpit will 
be Easter Sunday, March 27 (PK will get to lead two services that day).  We never need 
“another” reason to come and worship on Easter Sunday, but this year that day will also be 
our last opportunity to hear PK proclaim the Good News!   Please plan to join us! 
 
March 20 Potluck.  Our March potluck will be held after worship on Palm Sunday, March 
20.  Please plan to join us for this meal, as we intend to honor Pastor Kelly and Theresa and 
thank them for the joy, wonder, and grace they have brought us during their time with 
us.  Please come and celebrate!    

 

 
Carol McBride  

Carol Neal  

Chad Ferguson  

Doug Pfluger 

Ed Locheed 

Helene Wiese 

Jill Kosinski 

Jimmy Singley  

Laura Sparks 

Loretta Muilenburg  

Lorrella Cobb    

LuVerne Blanc  

Marilyn England 

 
Marjorie Lemire  

Matthew Counsell  

Matthew Peschel 

Megan Wyatt Pamela 

Tamburello  

Pat Lynn 

Pat Pfluger 

Rollie Weium  

Royce Brown 

Sarah Day 

Tammy Russell 

Verleen Peden 

Steven Etheredge 

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church             Prayer Request Card 

For (name):  __________________________________    Date:__________ 

Need: _______________________________________________________ 

Surgery (   )  Treatment (   )  Recuperating (   )  Other __________________ 

Requested by:_________________________________________________ 

Relationship: __________________________________________________ 

Requester’s Phone:_____________________________________________ 

 

   3 Helen White  
   4 Charlie Specht 
   5  Paul Mattson  
  11 Odd Eiesland  
  20 Steven Etheredge  
  21  Carol Cameron  
  27  Victoria Mattson  
  30  Raj Mekala  

  4 Margaret and Melvin Dosch 
20 Delores and Ed Howard 

Happy Birthday 
March 

Happy Anniversary 

Prayer List  
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April 8-10, 2016: MDLC Women’s Retreat 
The Women’s Bible Study is busy planning this year’s MDLC Women’s Retreat. If you 
would enjoy a scenic countryside location and the opportunity to relax with our women 
of faith, do join us.  This year’s retreat will again be at the Zaozirny Ranch located 80 
miles from church near Weimar/Schulenburg just off I-10 West.  We begin with dinner 
and “ice breakers” on Friday evening and we conclude after worship on Sunday so you 
are home in the early afternoon.  Car pool is always available.  For more information, 
talk to Janet Zaozirny, Linda Richter or Loral Haus.  A sign-up sheet will be in the 
Narthex in March.  Come admire the view from the front porch swing!   

 

Ordination of Will Storm.  Will Storm will be ordained on 
Sunday, March 6, at 3 pm at Concordia Lutheran Church, 
3855 N. Seeley Ave., Chicago, Illinois.  Bishop Mike 
Rinehart will participate in the ordination.  Will has 
extended an invitation to everyone from MDLC to attend 
the ordination and reception that follows, though he 
understands that few (if any) of us will be able to 
attend.  Shortly after Will and Erin arrive in Houston, MDLC 
will host an installation service where we all will be able to 
celebrate together! 

Rewards for MDLC! 

If you are a shopper and use Amazon on line, please go to AmazonSmile 
instead of just Amazon!  If you do this, AmazonSmile will contribute a 
portion of your purchase to MDLC! 

Ron Richter has been pursuing various avenues where MDLC can be the 
benefactor to these wonderful opportunities—this is another of those 
opportunities!   

The following link and Amazon will contribute a portion of your purchase to 

MDLC—  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1400706.  Please use this link and fill 

out the appropriate spaces to where MDLC will be the benefactor! 

Thanks for sharing your purchases with MDLC!  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1400706
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President ···························   Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................   Karen Carter 

Secretary ................................   Marshall Wegner 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Joyce Kennedy 

Support Ministry ......................   Gary Tamburello 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Carter 

Service & Fellowship Ministry .   Ruth Gerum 

Property Ministry .....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry .......   Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ...................   Ron Richter 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Fax:              713-468-0236 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

        Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor Stephen Kelly, Interim  
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music 

 

 

    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the April Contact is March 12. 




