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 This February brings us some interesting things here at MDLC as we 
celebrate Ash Wednesday on the 10

th
, an early start to Lent.  That will put 

Easter on the 27
th
 of March, again an early date. 

 Why does Easter keep moving around on the calendar?  This might be 
old news to some of you and to others, the first time you have heard it.  Easter 
is always the 1

st
 Sunday AFTER the first full moon after the vernal equinox.  

The vernal equinox is March 20
th
 and the full moon happens right after that 

making the 27
th
  of March the first Sunday after that event.  Why? 

 Easter in the Western Church (Roman Catholic) has always been tied to 
Passover.  Passover had always been tied to the above formula because 
pilgrims going to Jerusalem needed the light of the full moon to travel the 
dangerous  roads heading towards Jerusalem.  When you come on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday (and you WILL come), look at the night sky and if it 
is clear in Houston, you will see a full moon.   

 In the Eastern Church, (Orthodox), the same rules apply AND they use 
the old Julian Calendar whereas we use the Gregorian calendar.  This 
knowledge won’t secure your salvation (by grace you have been saved through 
faith), but it helps us understand why this keeps changing every year.  In the 
“old” days, spring break was always tied to Holy Week and Easter.  They used 
the Gregorian calendar and it was tied to the Western Church.  Now, schools 
don’t use either of those calendars…they use….wait for it……drum roll…..The 
School Calendar! 

 So off we go this month into Lent; soup suppers, meditation, prayer, 
fasting and all the rest.  Let’s make it great! 

Pastor Stephen Kelly, Interim 

Pastor’s Page   
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President                                                   Mike Riggs  

Messages from the Council President 
Well, the first month of 2016 has flown by – unlike other parts of the US we have had no snow (and 
relatively little “winter”).  But life is a bit different even here during the days of longer nights – a bit more 
chill in the air, a bit more time for reflection.  And as always, things are happening at MDLC. 

Call Process  The Call Committee has been very busy since Christmas.  The committee has met 

with a promising first call pastor.  Initial impressions have been very favorable, and the committee 
hopes to be able to bring exciting news to the congregation soon. 

Council  The Council likewise has been busy, finalizing the proposed congregational budget for 

2016.  The budget that will be presented at the February 14 annual meeting will be ambitious, with 
more funds going for benevolence and outreach. There is much work to do in the vineyard, and MDLC 
has laborers and resources for our part.   

Time and Talents.  Speaking of resources, do you remember those time and talent sheets we 

filled out last November.  Council does not plan on filing those in the “old round storage bin” (i.e., the 
trash can).  Rather, in February each Council member leading a ministry area is going to contact all 
those who have expressed an interest in serving in that ministry in 2016.  So expect calls or emails 
soon.  But please don’t wait.  Each of you have talents you are ready to share.  If there is a ministry 
area you are eager to work in, reach out to that ministry head and volunteer.  You will be amazed what 
we can do together. 
Our ministry heads for 2016 are:   
Doris Bosse –  Communications (internal and external) Karen Carter –     Learning 
Ruth Gerum – Service & Fellowship    Joyce Kennedy – Worship & Music 
Stuart Moen -  Property     Ron Richter –       Outreach 
Gary Tamburello – Support & Administration 

Weapons at Church  

“Open carry” became the law in Texas effective January 1.  Texas law now permits anyone with a gun 
license to carry a weapon (openly or concealed) throughout Texas, with several exceptions specified in 
the legislation.  Private property owners may elect to prohibit the carrying of weapons on their 
premises.  You may have already noticed “no guns allowed” signs at many businesses here in 
Houston.  Churches likewise have the opportunity to decide “weapons or not” at their properties. 

The Council considered this question at its January meeting and unanimously decided to prohibit 
weapons on MDLC premises.  The determination had nothing to do with being “pro-guns” or “anti-
guns”.  Like many other church leaders in Texas, the Council concluded that a house of worship and 
gathering spot for those called by Christ simply was not a place for weapons of any kind.    

The Texas legislature as part of the open carry law developed specific text that must be placed on any 
sign prohibiting open carry of guns at a facility.  The text must be written in both English and Spanish 
and posted at entry ways, and the signs themselves must be of certain specified dimensions.  The 
Council considered posting signs, but concluded that posting of the signs themselves would take away 
from the holiness of  our sanctuary and other places. Signs do not have to be posted in order to 
prohibit the carrying of weapons at MDLC; notice of a property owner’s wishes can be provided in other 
ways, such as this announcement. 

If you ever see anyone carrying a weapon onto MDLC property, please alert the Council President, the 
Pastor, or (if on Sunday) a worship service usher.  It will be the responsibility of the President and 
Pastor to inform the interested party about MDLC’s weapon prohibition. 

If you have any questions about the Council’s decision or the implications of the open carry law, please 

talk with Mike Riggs.     
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 Learning Ministry                 Karen Carter 

 
As the new Head of the Learning Ministry I wanted to take a moment to thank my 
predecessor Karen Whitefield for her many years of service.  She has left a strong legacy 
that I hope to leverage as we move forward with our ministry.  Thanks Karen! 

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School continues with the Sparkhouse Curriculum for youth Sunday school.  We 
have begun utilizing a ‘one room school house’ approach to lessons for the older children 
and youth, which seems to be working well.  However, we could still use additional 
teachers to help as you’re able.  No long term commitment is required (you can pick only 
the Sundays when you’re available) and all materials are provided to you well in advance 
of your teaching day.  So if you think you might like to pitch in a Sunday or two, we could 
certainly use the help!   

 
Acolytes 
We need acolytes! Please encourage your youth to serve  
as an acolyte.  We have many ‘open’ Sundays.  Also, we’re hoping to have an electronic 
sign-up calendar on the MDLC website in the near future. 

 
 

Youth Serving the Community 
Our first fundraising event will be the Souper Bowl of 
Caring, an event our church youth participate in 
annually that benefits area food banks.   The youth 
will collect loose change January 31st and February 
7

th.  
There will be a container  in the church narthex for 

anyone wish to contribute.  Please help us beat our 
number from last year! 

 
 
 

We will fill goodie boxes for our college youth and goodie bags  
for our homebound members on Sunday February 7

th
.   

We have decided to change the contents of the boxes to 
make them more health conscious.  If you’d be willing to make 
a small financial donation to contribute towards the contents,  
please contact Karen Carter.  
 
 
As always, your questions, comments and suggestions are welcome. Please pray for our 
youth and the continued development of our ministry. 
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Ash Wednesday Worship Schedule 

Wednesday, February 10th 
12:00 noon and 7:00 pm 

Imposition of  Ashes and Holy Communion 

 

Mid-Week Worship Schedule 

Theme:  Great Paintings of  Holy Week 
 

February 17th                                                                                              
The Last Supper:  da Vinci and Salvador Dali 

 
February 24th                                                                                      

Garden of  Gethsemane:  El Greco 
 

March 2nd                                                                                             
Jesus before Pilate:  Various images 

 
March 9th                                                                                                       

The Crucifixion:  Rembrandt and Dali 
 

March 16th                                                                                               
The Resurrection:  Rembrandt and Orthodox Icon 
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 Worship & Music Ministry                    Joyce Kennedy 

Lent: Let the light shine out of darkness. 

Ash Wednesday is February 10th and begins the season of Lent, the time of preparation for Easter. 

Many observe the forty days of Lent in prayer, fasting, abstinence and almsgiving. The Sundays of Lent 
are not counted among the forty days of Lent, because each Sunday represents a “mini- Easter”, a 
celebration of Jesus’ victory over sin and death. On Ash Wednesday we will have services at 12 noon 
and 7:00 p.m. Both services will include the Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion.  The choir has 
special music for the evening service.  

Wednesday Evening Vesper Services-Soup Suppers begin the following Wednesday 

Evening on the 17th, with hymns of Lent, devotions and Bible studies. Pastor Kelly will amaze and 
astonish with knowledge of the art and accounts pertaining to the journey of Christ to the Cross and 
Grave. 
The First Sunday of Lent is February 14th, with a Congregational Meeting afterwards. (It’s also St. 
Valentine’s Day!) 

Palm Sunday is March 20th, the first Day of Spring!  A donkey carries Jesus on a road covered with 
cloaks and palm wavers. “Hosanna!” and “Blessed is He!” the people shout to Jesus along his way to 
Jerusalem. We join our voices with theirs to our humble king this day; but our praise is tinged with pain 
because we know a rough road is looming ahead.  Our church will be filled with palms and we will 
rejoice and wave palms to “All Glory Laud and Honor” as we enter the palm stretched path.  

Maundy Thursday Evening 7:00 Vesper Service is March 24th: The Disciples file out from behind 
locked doors of the Upper Room and quietly make their way to the Garden of Gethsemane with their 
Lord and Master, Jesus. There we see Jesus pray before being betrayed and arrested. We make our 
way to places to pray after the service, to confess that we have not always followed Christ, but are 
ready to make His way our way, again. The stripping of the Altar can be witnessed, done every year by 
the dedicated Altar Guild. We will exit in complete silence to go to your place of prayer and meditation. 
Read Luke 22:39-42. 

Good Friday we will have two services, the first at 12 noon, Devotion of the Cross, and the second at 
7:30 p.m., Office of the Tenebrae (Gathering Darkness).  The two services on March 25th are different 
from each other. This comes from the time of day of each service. You may want to come to both, many 
do. Bent over the weight of the cross and stumbling on cracks in the pavement on the way, Jesus nears 
Golgotha, the Place of the Skull, to be crucified. You may know that this is the same time in which the 
Passover is observed by our Jewish Community. This road is called the Way of Sorrows, and we see 
why. But we know too, that this is the road that Jesus has to take if the weight is ever to be lifted. We 
invite you to read John19:17-19. 

Holy Saturday, March 26th, reminds us in prayer of trepidation, as the women prepare to walk the road 
on Easter morning leading to the tomb where Jesus is buried. But we prepare our hearts to walk down 
that same road to meet our Savior, who says to us, “Fear not for I have Risen”. Read Luke 23:35-56. 
The women who had come with Him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was 
laid. Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments - myrrh is part of that as Pastor Kelly told 
us in his Children’s Sermon. On the Sabbath they rested, according to the Jewish commandment.  

Easter Sunday: March 27th – the last Sunday in March of 2016. Oh! What a blessed, glorious day this 
will be for MDLC to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord! Easter Sunrise Service will be at 7:00 a.m. 
and the 10:30 Celebration of the Resurrection service with Pastor Kelly presiding and Hub Tett as our 
Assistant Minister. Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early while it was still dawn, and saw the stone 
had been rolled away from the tomb. She ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
that Jesus loved, and said to them. “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him”. So Peter went out with the other disciples, and they were going towards the 
tomb. They were all running. Refer to John 20:1-4. HAPPY EASTER! ALLELUIA!!! HOSANNA!!! 
The next Worship and Music Meeting will be in the sanctuary after church on February 21st.  
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Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord while you are 
volunteering!!! Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you 

and become a worship participant on Sunday mornings!  Please check your schedule 
to see if you are available on Sundays to be one of the following— Usher, Assisting 
Minister, Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and 
Money Counter. Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  We really 
need you!  Thank you!  

Worship Leaders  

Please 
volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 

February 7 February 14 February 21 February 28 February 10 

Assisting  
Minister 

Glen Dorow 
John 

McMurray 
Hub Tett 

Gary 

Tamburello 
 

Acolyte  
Kennedy 

Havens 
   

Lector Scott Pierce 
Jo Ann 

Peschel 
Scott Pierce 

Janet 

Zaozirny 

Karen 

Whitefield 

Communion  
Server 

Angela 

Richter 
Doris Bosse Mike Riggs 

Angela 

Richter 

Karen 
Whitefield 
Doris Bosse 

Ushers Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen  

Greeters 
Barbara 

Elrod 
Leah Hartwig Ellen Carter Nedra Berger  

Altar Guild 

Mary and 
Laura 

Lemburg 

Joyce 

Kennedy 

Elaine and 

Mike Riggs 

Tomiko Mita-

Mayo 
 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter  

Flowers 
Helen 

Schauer 

The 
Whitefield 

family 

Tomiko Mita-

Mayo 
Altar Guild  
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This year we began our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday, February 10

th
, which is earlier than 

most “start days” for the Lenten season.  Lent is the 40-day season that precedes Easter.  This 
is a time rich in possibilities, as one emphasis of this season is adopting one or more of the 
spiritual disciplines. 
 

The most common spiritual disciplines are fasting, prayer and almsgiving.  This is a season rich 
in possibilities.  It is a wonderful time that can serve to deepen our relationship with God and 
help us serve our neighbor in Christ’s name.  
 

Remember that adopting a spiritual discipline is not about punishment.  It is truly about 
“disciple-ing:” being formed as a disciple, which involves learning, practice and commitment in 
order to change and grow in one’s call to follow Jesus. The liturgy for the Ash Wednesday 
invites us to embrace the discipline of Lent—self examination and repentance, prayer and 
fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. 
 

The Lenten disciplines offer freedom and flexibility.  We are free to consider a variety of 
practices in order to create a meaningful Lenten discipline.  A discipline is internally chosen, not 
externally imposed, although some honest conversation with a trusted confidante might help 
you identify a particular discipline to adopt. 
 

Lent is a good time to connect with community.  Consider taking the time to deepen your 
study of Scripture, alone and with others. You might begin or renew a practice of daily Bible 
reading and prayer. You might choose to spend time studying the Scripture texts for the 
previous or upcoming Sundays.  Go to page 1145 in Evangelical Lutheran Worship  (ELW) for 
devotional reading suggestions.  Find the heading “Lent 1” in the column on the left.  It lists 
readings that can be used for the days that follow Ash Wednesday.  Another option would be to 
choose one or more Lenten hymns and let them become the basis of your daily prayer.  The 
Lenten hymns in ELW are #319-343. 
 

This is a time of serving, not suffering.  Classic Lenten disciplines such as fasting, prayer, 
and almsgiving focus on identifying with Christ’s suffering on the cross through personal actions 
of devotion or deprivation. A carefully chosen Lenten discipline leads us to focus on our call to 
love God and serve our neighbors. Honest reflection can help us see how some disciplines can 
be more about serving than suffering. For instance, instead of giving up chocolate to identify 
with Christ’s sufferings through personal deprivation, you might give up desserts so that you 
can donate what you would have otherwise spent on treats to help those who are hungry, such 
as ELCA World Hunger or your local food bank.  
 

Lenten disciplines come to us with an invitation, not a demand. Remember that God won’t love 
you more if you practice a Lenten discipline or love you less if you don’t. As we enter into the 
season of Lent, let us do so both with discipline and freedom, purpose and flexibility. Lent 
invites us to reflect deeply upon the gift of God’s grace.  

Director of Church Music       Pamela Tamburello 
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BETTER SIDE OF FIFTY TRIP 

It has been three months since The Better side of Fifty has boarded the Harris county bus for 
yet another adventure so I know everyone is anxious to get back on the road again. On 
Thursday February 25th we will board the bus at 10 AM in the church parking lot and travel to 
the Menil Museum to view The Menil Collection, a gift from Dominique and John de Menil to 
the City of Houston in 1987. This collection, a local treasure and global destination, is housed 
in one of seven buildings on the thirty acre beautiful campus and is a work of art in it's own 
right. We will visit the museum and The Rothko Chapel and if time permits some of the other 
buildings which house different art works. At this time we are looking at The Bistro Menil  for 
our afternoon meal. If you would like to "Google" The Menil Collection you will discover many 
interesting facts about this treasured museum. 
Please sing up for this trip in the church narthex. There is no charge to visit this museum. 

 

Ashraf Vijju   

Carol McBride  

Carol Neal  

Chad Ferguson  

Doug Pfluger 

Ed Locheed 

Eleanor Heston  

Helene Wiese 

Jill Kosinski 

Jimmy Singley  

Prayer List  
Laura Sparks 

Loretta Muilenburg 

Lorrella Cobb 

Lotty Evertsz 

LuVerne Blanc 

Marilyn England 

Marjorie Lemire  

Matthew Counsell  

Matthew Peschel 

Megan Wyatt  

Paige Chivers 

Pamela Tamburello  

Pat Lynn 

Pat Pfluger 

Rollie Weium  

Royce Brown 

Sarah Day 

Steven Etheredge 

Tammy Russell 

Verleen Peden 

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church             Prayer Request Card 

For (name):  __________________________________    Date:__________ 

Need: _______________________________________________________ 

Surgery (   )  Treatment (   )  Recuperating (   )  Other __________________ 

Requested by:_________________________________________________ 

Relationship: __________________________________________________ 

Requester’s Phone:_____________________________________________ 

 

The Service and Fellowship Committee will meet on February 21 at 11:45AM in the 
Luther Room.  We are meeting in daylight during winter so no one is driving at 

night.  We will go back to our regular meeting time in April. 
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Happy Birthday 
February 

 
Theresa and I would like to thank the 
congregation for all who participated in the 
Christmas gift for us and the rest of the 
staff.  It was very generous and kind.  Those 
who work in ministry do so because of God's 
love and grace.  Your kindness helps us along 
in this ministry and we just wanted you to 
know how your gift was appreciated.  Now, 
onward through a new year! 
 

Pastor and Theresa Kelly, Interim 

“The MDLC Youth are collecting canned goods for the SOUPER BOWL of 
CARING food drive on February 7

th
.   

A container will be placed in the narthex to collect donations.   
Many  thanks!” 

April 8-10, 2016: MDLC Women’s Retreat 
The Women’s Bible Study is busy planning this year’s MDLC Women’s Retreat. If you 
would enjoy a scenic countryside location and the opportunity to relax with our women 
of faith, do join us.  This year’s retreat will again be at the Zaozirny Ranch located 80 
miles from church near Weimar/Schulenburg just off I 10 West.  We begin with dinner 
and “ice breakers” on Friday evening and we conclude after worship on Sunday so you 
are home in the early afternoon.  Car pool is always available.  For more information, 
talk to Janet Zaozirny, Linda Richter or Loral Haus.  A sign-up sheet will be in the 
Narthex in March.  Come admire the view from the front porch swing!   

  2  Mary Lemburg  
  3  Margaret Bauer 
  6  Nedra Berger  
  7  Carolyn White  
  8  Dorothy  Corbe  
  8  Vicky Etheredge  
  9  Bill Koran, Jr.  
10 Hub Tett  
12 Nita Arntzen 
15 Joseph Weium  
22  Tomiko Mita-Mayo 
28  Anna Eiesland    
  

Annual Meeting 

  Our semi-annual congregational meeting to consider the 2016 

budget and other business will be held on Sunday, February 14 
immediately following worship service.  Please plan to attend this 

important meeting. 
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President ···························   Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................   Karen Carter 

Secretary ................................   Marshall Wegner 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Joyce Kennedy 

Support Ministry ......................   Gary Tamburello 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Carter 

Service & Fellowship Ministry .   Ruth Gerum 

Property Ministry .....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry .......   Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ...................   Ron Richter 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Fax:              713-468-0236 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

        Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor Stephen Kelly, Interim  
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music 

 

 

    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the March Contact is February 12. 




