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Dear Members and Friends of MDLC,
I am getting used to your routines here at church and that’s a good
thing! Your Call Committee is hard at work meeting weekly and doing the
challenging job of getting our Ministry Site Profile put together (which
takes a long time!).
You can help a lot in making MDLC attractive to the kind of Pastor
your committee will ultimately choose. To be honest, it is harder for
smaller congregations to attract Pastors, however this is where you come
in. We currently average around 60 per Sunday in attendance but I
believe I am right when I think we have the practical potential to have
close to 100 each Sunday. This means we need all hands on deck to
show potential candidates that we are a small church with a BIG heart!
The second thing potential candidates look at is the income. These
folks are human and want to know that if they come, they can be
sustained. Again, you set the tone for that. Give this church and the Lord
in which we believe your very best in time, talent and treasure. If
candidates see a rising attendance and increasing offerings they will know
your heart as I know it.
I love the church, the whole church, and I want every church to
thrive with joy and look forward to each tomorrow. That is why I am here.
I love this place! Of course I am retired and could see myself in the
Caribbean sipping one of those drinks with the umbrella in it on white
sandy beaches, but I better see myself at the corner of Memorial Drive
and Gessner preaching the Gospel with all the gusto I can muster! Let’s
all give MDLC our BEST SHOT!
Blessings In Christ

Pastor Kelly,
Interim

President

Mike Riggs

There is a lot happening at MDLC – have you noticed? Despite summer heat and holidays, things are
pleasantly hectic here at church. For those of you who may have missed a few things over the past few
weeks, here is a quick rundown.
Ron Richter and our Outreach Ministry are going like gangbusters. Ron has helped MDLC partner with the
Interfaith Welcome Coalition in San Antonio on its backpack program, which provides backpacks to asylum seeking women and children upon their release from detention. These women and children have little more
than the clothes on their backs when they are released to join family members already in the US, and the
backpack program is intended to provide necessities for their journeys. Supplies were purchased and the
first 50 backpacks were packed at MDLC in late August; each backpack contains about $20 in supplies.
Our goal is to deliver $5,000 in supplies for the program by the end of the year.
Remember the electronic sign we approved at the February annual meeting? Well, we have finally completed the Village of Bunker Hill permitting process, and the special permit for the sign’s installation and use
was approved on August 18. We should have a new computerized sign, with the capability to better proclaim that Christ is indeed Lord of all and to better publicize events and gatherings at the church, sometime
in the next several months.
We also approved extensive repair and renovation of the organ at the February Council meeting. That work
should be starting later this fall. Pam Tamburello already plays beautifully – cannot wait to hear how sweet
she will make the organ sing once it is re-tooled!
Have you heard the buzz coming from the Luther Room on Sunday mornings? That is the growing adult
class diving into the first 11 chapters of Genesis. There were 19 – yes, 19 – meeting with Pastor Kelly on
August 16 as he re-introduced us to the creation story. Come join us as we focus on God the Creator, why
those 11 chapters make up the beginning of the Bible, and what those chapters mean for us today. Dr.
Howard Jones begins a new class, this one on the Psalms, on September 9. Between PK and Howard, our
adult educational needs are being met! And Rally Day is right around the corner – September 13. MDLC
young folks – come ready to start a new Sunday School year to explore the mysteries of our faith!
We have welcomed PK and his wife, Theresa, this past month. Pastor Kelly has already noted several
times that shepherds – like him – do not make more sheep (new folks sitting in the pews), but rather sheep
- like us - make those new sheep. So invite your friends and neighbors who might be looking for a place to
visit on Sunday mornings to try MDLC. After hearing PK preach the past few weeks, I can guarantee visitors will experience the unexpected!
Though we are still early in our days with PK and Theresa, the Call Committee already has begun its work,
meeting weekly to develop the MDLC “ministry site profile” (think lengthy and detailed church bio and resume all in one). The Committee will be providing updates to the congregation as its work continues. Very
soon it will be asking all of you to answer a few survey questions to ensure that the committee has its finger
on the pulse of the congregation.
That is not all that is going on. Yoga classes for all ages began in July and will re-start in October. The
classes are taught by a very experienced and skilled yoga instructor – if you have wanted to limber up,
strengthen up, and tone up, this may be just the opportunity. Karate classes are beginning in September,
as an experienced instructor has asked to move his classes to MDLC. The karate classes are for youth.
And more youth activities may be on the way, so stay tuned.
The months before a new pastor is called are a time of hope, a time to explore new possibilities, a time for
new ideas to spring up and new leaders to step forward. We are in that time – I can feel it, and hope you
can too!
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Worship & Music Ministry

Joyce Kennedy

Welcome September and autumn 2015!
The Worship and Music Ministry plays a vital role leading our
congregation in worship.
The worship of God is the most constructive act of our lives. Our
services are designed so that our attention is focused on Him, not
on ourselves.
No matter what stage of life- whether you’re young or old, married
or single, know little or much about God- you will be
loved and accepted. We are all God’s children.
We do not put on a show or concert. We desire to help
people engage, experience, and exalt our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. We communicate the truths of God
through music and sermons, keeping within the Lutheran
liturgy for each week of the different church seasons.
The music sets the mood to hear and receive the gift of
salvation. It is exciting to hear the word of God for
instruction. It sets the mood for praise and worship of the
Lord.
The talented Pastor Steven Kelly is our interim pastor. We do receive special messages in his
sermons, educational, fun, thought provoking and prayer answering.
It is our commitment to share the experiences of the Gospel of Christ to be liberating, life
giving, and the source of hope regardless of whom we are or where we have been.
Our destiny lies in our connection/ personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
MDLC invites all to participate as little or as much as you feel comfortable this Sunday or any
Sunday and see what God is doing- in us, through us, and around us. (Not just Sundays,
either!)
Worship DOES make a difference in the life of yourself and everyone else. Come and
experience this Sunday. You’ll never forget- guaranteed!
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Learning Ministry

Karen Whitefield

It’s hard to believe the summer is over and school has
started!
On August 23rd Pastor Kelly blessed all the youth’s
backpacks, and each youth received a small cross with the
poem “The Cross In My Pocket” on a small card. The asylum
backpacks for women and children released from immigration
detention centers were also blessed. Our youth wrote notes
of love and encouragement to include in these packs, so they
will know they are in our prayers. Thanks go to Ron Richter
for including our youth in this special outreach ministry.
Ready for RALLY DAY?!?
09.13.15
Youth education will begin during the education hour on
September 13th. If you would be interested in teaching a
class, please contact Karen Whitefield. All the lesson
materials are available to help you lead a discussion of
faith with the youth. You might be surprised how much
fun you can have!

Don’t forget we will have a potluck after
service on Rally Day!
Our church wide garage sale will be Saturday, September
19th from 8am-noon, with a pre-sale for the congregation and
facility users noon-2 pm on Friday September 18th. We will
need many volunteers the day of the sale and the weeks
leading up to the sale. If you are interested in helping us
sort and price (and have dibs on treasures you find!), or
help on sale day, please call Karen Whitefield at
713.446.8678.
Matthew 21:22 NIV

“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”
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Outreach Ministry

Ron Richter

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS) has asked that all ELCA churches designate a Sunday for Immigration and Refugees. MDLC had designated August 16, 2015.
Please give me a few minutes of your time. These Immigrants and Refugees are trying very hard to take
the legal path to becoming part of this great country. Today we want to honor all the past and future Immigrants and Refugees that have made the United States of America their home. We are honoring not
only the people that have come to America in our lifetime but all of our ancestors who came to America,
contributing to making this the best country on earth. MDLC has a history of supporting people going
through the legal process to be a part of this country and have been with them as they transition. MDLC
sponsored a family after the Vietnam War, and through the years have been actively involved with MAM,
not only with our contributions but also with our time by volunteering in the store, teaching English as a
second language, helping with the writing of resumes and looking for jobs. Today, MDLC is supporting
the MAM Back to School Drive. This is just a reminder to note on your check if you wish any of your offering to go to the MAM drive today.
We now have another urgent opportunity to help immigrants who are going through the legal process of
wishing to become a part of our nation. Many of you have heard of the detention centers in Southwest
Texas who are holding about 1,800 women and children that turned themselves in at the border and are
asking for asylum In the U.S. They are in the process of being released, one condition is that the family
must have a credible reason for consideration, no criminal records, no record of entering the country illegally and must post bond before they are released to join family members that are here legally in the
U.S. A court date is then assigned in their new city and a final decision is made to grant asylum or deport them.
Once released from the detention centers the women and children are taken to San Antonio to catch a
bus to the destination where their family lives in the U.S. The bus fare in addition to the bond is paid for
by the family members that they are joining in the U.S. Upon arrival in San Antonio, Interfaith Welcome
Coalition (IWC) provides meals, clothing, and housing until the bus is scheduled to leave and backpacks
are given to the women and children so they have food and hygiene items for their three or four day bus
trip to join their family members.
At the beginning of the year, 100 backpacks were needed each month. In May, Homeland Security declared that the women and children were not a security threat and should be released due to the cost of
detaining them and their bond was reduced. After this decision, the amount of backpacks was increased
to 200 a month. Two weeks ago, Ron Richter visited IWC and learned that the number of women and
children released each month has increased to 400 a month. A court ruling on July 27 ordered that all
women and children should be released in the next 90 days or show just cause. This has placed a stress
on the amount of backpacks needed, so MDLC is asking for your support, not only in making a donation
but also in helping put the food and hygiene packages together. We will be meeting on Wednesdays
from 1 to 3 PM in the Education Building for this activity if you wish to participate.
MDLC has invited the community to help with this, as well as other ELCA churches. Currently, the following have volunteered, the Glazier Community Center and Christ the King in October, Lone Star College
and the Girl Scouts have been asked to help package care bags for the backpacks. It is MDLC’s goal to
provide 50 backpacks a month through the end of the year working with other churches in the Synod.
Any and all help will be appreciated and remember, your help will make a difference in the lives of our
brothers and sisters in Christ.
Signup sheets to volunteer are in the Narthex, please sign up. If you have any questions, please ask
Ron Richter. Let us pray. Dear Lord every day we see you working in our lives and the lives of others .
We pray that you bless the people of our church and also pray for the women and children as they travel
to be with their families. Lord, we all know that our faith and trust is with you now and forever . Amen.
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Worship Participants
Please volunteer:
Worship
Participants

September 6

Assisting
Minister

Gary Tamburello

Marilyn Mekala

Joyce Kennedy

Hub Tett

Lector

Scott Pierce

Jo Ann Peschel

Scott Pierce

Mike Riggs

Communion
Server

Joyce Kennedy

Angela Richter

Mike Riggs

Elaine Riggs

Usher

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Charles Gerum

Acolyte

Alessandra Carter

Greeter

Barbara Elrod

Margaret and Mel
Dosch

Charles Gerum

Janet and
Clarence Zaozirny

Altar Guild

Tomiko Mita-Mayo

Laura and Mary
Lemburg

The Riggs

The Riggs

Counter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Flowers

Doris Bosse

Tomiko Mita-Mayo

Margaret Bauer

Carol McBride

September 13 September 20 September 27
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Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

The week of July 19th I had the privilege of attending the national worship conference of
the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), “Called to Be a Living Voice” in
Atlanta, Georgia. This is a conference that is only held every few years. This year’s
conference was also held in conjunction with the national gathering of ALCA (Association
of Church Musicians).
What a great opportunity to gather with other organists, choir directors, worship planners,
and pastors! It was a week filled with exciting worship in a number of different settings.
Each day began with the service of Morning Prayer (for which I played on Monday) and
the evenings had wonderful worship opportunities at beautiful worship spaces throughout
the city.
Monday evening was the festival Eucharist with our presiding bishop, Elizabeth Eaton,
presiding, and was held at the Cathedral of St. Philip. I led worship with other great
musicians; a festival choir composed of workshop attendees and Martin Jean, organist. I
performed on a number of musical pieces, but the highlight was performing the
composition winner of the Raabe Prize for Excellence in Sacred Composition by David
Ashley White, professor of music at the University of Houston. Tuesday evening there
were three services offered; I attended the service of Evening Prayer at Central
Presbyterian and Wednesday night a wonderful concert/hymn festival was presented at
Peachtree Road United Methodist Church. This involved many musicians and was
enhanced by a multi-media presentation.
The plenary sessions and workshops were excellent. Some of the sessions that I
attended were fostering pastor/church musician relationships by Paul Westermeyer, the
influence of Martin Luther in the ELW by Timothy Wengert, Singing the Faith by Kit
Kleinhans, and preparing for the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation by Martin Seltz
(the 500th anniversary is just two years away).
The final day of the conference was dedicated to ongoing renewal of worship in the
ELCA. It was initially presented by Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Director of
Worship Pastor Kevin Strickland. Throughout the day open space conversations took
place about worship in the ELCA. Portions of those conversations were shared with the
assembly at the end of the day. In the months to come those conversations will continue
within our church body.
The conference ended with the closing festival eucharist, with Pastor Nadia Bolz Weber
preaching and Gordon Lathrop presiding. It began with Thanksgiving for Baptism (similar
to what we do at MDLC on a monthly basis) and included various stations (including ones
with icons, prayer requests, etc.) that one could visit through the service.
It was one of the best worship conferences that I have attended (and I’ve attended
many). Thank you, Memorial Drive Lutheran Church, for making it possible for me
to attend!
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MDLC News

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Each year in early October, millions of people around the world have their pets
blessed during an annual blessing of the animal’s ceremony. The event is held in
celebration of the Patron Saint of Animals, Saint Francis of Assisi, and his love for
all animals.
This year at MDLC on Saturday, October 3rd, there will be a Blessing of the Animals.
This will be the first ceremony at MDLC designed to be for the animals you enjoy life
with and find joy in and who were created by the same God who created you.
Dogs must be on a leash, while cats and
other small animals must be in a carrier.
A pet food donation will gladly be
accepted and taken to the pet food
pantry at the SPCA.

More information is forthcoming.
Sponsored by MDLC Worship and Music Ministry
Memorial Drive Community Garden
Time to Enroll for the Fall Garden
New registration is open and we have plenty of plots available for free, you only provide the plants or
seed, compost and fertilizer. All organic produce that you grow belongs to you. If you wish to learn
about gardening we can arrange free sessions covering the basic principles so that you will have a
successful gardening experience and a plentiful harvest to share with your friends and neighbors.
Information can be found at http://mdlc.org/ministries/servicefellowship/community-garden.html to
enroll or contact the church at 713-467-9443
Dr. Howard Jones Bible Study Resumes on Wednesday, September 9!
On Wednesday, September 9, we will continue our weekly focus on the Bible and the Biblical times. The
sessions will be led by Dr. Howard Jones in the Luther Room at 10:00 AM….in additions to a focus on
very important topics (with a touch of humor,) donuts and coffee await you. Please join us for all.
This year’s study will focus on the Book of Psalms—portions of which serve as an essential element to
our weekly service. The psalms have been an essential part of our beliefs/rituals for a very long time.
Martin Luther, in fact considered the psalms the summary of all scripture, speaking to many situations and
allowing the expression of a wide range of human responses such as adoration, praise, thanksgiving, lament, confession, intercession and teaching.
We’ll focus on not only the meaning of individual psalms—and how each is related to the other scripture
that we hear on Sunday,-but on some other interesting (?) tidbits as well-come and hear the tidbits!!!
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Happy Birthday
September
1 Jay Etheredge
14 Kathleen Havens
17 Nancy Morgan
21 Ronald Brownlee
21 Barbara Elrod
21 Ayako Mayo
24 Ruby Barnes
25 Jim Brown
29 Anne Heckman

Happy Anniversary
September
2 Doris and Bill Bosse
18 Rickie and Burt Hughes

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church

Prayer Request

Card
For (name): __________________________________

Date:__________

Need:
Surgery ( ) Treatment ( ) Recuperating ( ) Other __________________
Requested by:_________________________________________________
Relationship: __________________________________________________

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS!
The adult musical ensembles are gearing up for the
fall! Please consider being part of one of these
groups:
MDLC Handbell Choir
MDLC Parish Choir
Both groups rehearse on Tuesday evenings
(handbells at 6:15 and choir at 7:30), which makes it
easier to be involved in both groups! Call the church
office for more information or contact MDLC’s
Director of Church Music at aimpam@mdlc.org.
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-6206

The deadline for submission of information for the October Contact is September 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
8:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m.
Telephone:
713-468-9443
Fax:
713-468-0236
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

STAFF
Pastor Stephen Kelly, Interim
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org

CHURCH COUNCIL
President…………………………...
Vice President........................ …..
Secretary ............................... …..
Treasurer ............................... …..
Worship & Music Ministry………...
Learning Ministry ................... …..
Service & Fellowship Ministry …..
Property Ministry .................... …..
Communications Ministry ....... …..
Outreach Ministry ................... …..
Support Ministry ..................... …..

Mike Riggs
Karen Whitefield
Karen Carter
Linda Richter
Joyce Kennedy
Karen Whitefield
Susan Fisher
Stuart Moen
Doris Bosse
Ron Richter

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA
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