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Dear Members and Friends of Memorial Drive Lutheran,  

 November is promising to be another great month for us working 
in the kingdom of God here at MDLC.  We have a wonderful 
stewardship theme called “Stepping Out and Stepping Up for our 
Dreams and Visions.”  Of course, themes are no good if there isn’t 
good meat on those bones!  I will be bringing you a solid message 
about this theme on Sunday, November 8. 

 The big announcement I want to make is that I will start teaching 
the Book of Revelation beginning November 1 at 9:15 in the Luther 
Room.  I think most of you know that I am a teacher of the Bible, first 
and foremost.  I encourage you to take this course from me as I don’t 
know of any other Pastor in our Synod who actually teaches this last 
book of the Bible.  There are several scholarly books that follow 
Lutheran theology, but reading them by themselves isn’t the same as 
having a teacher actually teach the book.  Unfortunately, most of the 
books “out there” are written by fundamental or evangelical Christians 
without regard to the context, the Empire and first readers for whom 
Revelation was written.  I will be explaining the many symbols and 
“code words” used in the first century which can be a big mystery to 
you.  Try not to get your understanding and theology of Revelation 
from Wikipedia!  Most of our Sunday liturgies come from this book for 
a reason.  Please join me, and of course, bring your Bibles!!! (NRSV 
or NIV if you have them). 

Blessings and Thanksgiving,  

Pastor Kelly,  
Interim  
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Director of Church Music       Pamela Tamburello 

 

As this month’s edition of Contact is coming together, 

preparations are underway for Reformation Sunday.  

This year Reformation is being celebrated on Sunday, 

October 25.  While Reformation Day is always on 

October 31, when that day falls during the week, it is 

then celebrated on the last Sunday of the month. 

As many are aware, it was on October 31 in 1517 when 

a young monk named Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the church door in 

Wittenburg, Germany.  That means that the 500
th
 anniversary of the Reformation is in 

just two years! 

There are various ways to celebrate this momentous event.  Some may choose to visit 

sites in Germany that relate to the Reformation.  Various leaders in our synod are 

planning trips that begin in 2016.  If that interests you, consider contacting the synod 

office.  You can give them a call or visit their website (www.gulfcoastsynod.org). 

Closer to home, join with other Lutherans at the Grace Gathering!  This event will be 

held in New Orleans next year on August 10-13.  This is being held in conjunction with 

the Churchwide Assembly.  It is not often that the Churchwide Assembly is held in our 

synod, so it is exciting that this is fairly close to home! 

How will our congregation celebrate the 500
th
 anniversary of the Reformation?  Now is 

the time to start to figure that out.  It could be a series of events in the year leading up to 

October 31, 1517.  Or it could be something entirely different.  To connect, discover, 

and share information about the 500
th
 anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, go to 

www.ELCA500.org.  There are many resources shown on that site. 

In preparation for the anniversary, some may find it helpful to read the document, From 

Conflict to Communion.  This can be found on the ELCA website (www.ELCA.org).  It 

promotes Christian unity, especially finding common ground with our Roman Catholic 

brothers and sisters.  If a group would like to study this document, there is a study guide 

available. 

This is an exciting time as we approach this important anniversary!  Please consider 

some of the possibilities mentioned in this article, but think about how our congregation 

might celebrate the moment. 

http://www.gulfcoastsynod.org
http://www.ELCA500.org
http://www.ELCA.org
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Worship & Music Ministry             Joyce Kennedy 

 
We celebrated Reformation Sunday  
by singing “Happy Birthday” to the  
church. Just two more years until the 
big 5-0-0! Thank you Mrs. Kelly  for  
bringing us cupcakes and candles! 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

 
Have you read any good books about 
faith recently?  Here are my favorites: 
 
“The Way of Serenity” by Fr. Jonathan Morris 
“Proof of Heaven” by Eben Alexander, M.D. 
“The Story of Dietrich Bonhoffer” by Michael Van Dyke 

 
Please share your suggestions: karenwhitefield@me.com 

 

Colossians 3:15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 
 

We continue with youth education from 9:15-
10:15 each Sunday morning. Currently we have 
three age groups of youth so that we may have 
age appropriate lessons and activities. We are 
partnering with Christ the Servant for 
Confirmation classes for two of our youth.  

 

 
 

 
We filled goodie boxes on October 25

th
. 

Everyone was able to find a few treats  
left over to enjoy! Thank you to everyone 
who donated goodies. 



 4 

 

 A blog by Linda Hartke, LIRS President & CEO 

A Backpack Drive to Celebrate Refugee Sunday 

September 30, 2015 by Linda Hartke Leave a Comment  
 

This year, LIRS reached out to Lutheran congregations across the country, asking them to set 

aside a Sunday during the year, a Refugee Sunday, to celebrate the courageous journeys of 

refugees and the tremendous gifts they bring to our communities. 

A young man holds a sign that says “Good luck and safe travels.” Credit: Ronald Richter  

To support this initiative, LIRS worked with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), and Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(LELCA) to develop a Refugee Sunday Kit to help participating churches. The materials help 

congregations hold successful, inspiring events that educate their members about the needs of 

migrants and refugees.

 
 

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church in Houston, TX has a history of social justice activism. The 

church has been engaged in service to migrants impacted by detention in their community 

through their Backpack Ministry. They compile backpacks with donated supplies to give 

to recently released migrants as they start their journey outside the walls of a detention center. In 

order to continue this important work, Memorial Drive Lutheran Church celebrated Refugee Sun-

day and dedicated their event to aiding and learning about migrants. 

The filled and collected backpacks ready to be blessed and given to families released from de-

tention centers. Credit: Ronald Richter  

In today’s blog post, Ronald Richter describes his church’s dedication to the rights of migrants 

and refugees and how his congregation worked together to hold a successful Refugee Sunday. 

http://blog.lirs.org/author/linda-hartke/
http://blog.lirs.org/a-backpack-drive-to-celebrate-refugee-sunday/#respond
http://refugeesunday.lirs.org/
http://www.mdlc.org/
http://blog.lirs.org/files/2015/09/RefugeeSunday2.jpg
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 Memorial Drive Lutheran Church (MDLC) applied for a grant from Lutheran World Hunger to 

support women and children being released from detention facilities. After the grant was filed, a 

visit to Interfaith Welcome Coalition of San Antonio (IWC) revealed that the number of people 

released had increased and there was no constant committed supply of backpacks. Funding was 

needed now to address the situation. Our church decided to provide 50 backpacks per month, 

which would be offset by fundraising participation from the greater Houston community. 

When we saw the request by LIRS to hold Refugee Sunday, we presented a message that 

covered the history of our church as advocates for immigrants and the urgent need to support 

women and children being released from detention centers. Our presentation focused on the 

process of applying for political asylum in the United States. We also described the conditions in 

the detention centers and the need for the congregations help in providing backpacks for the 

women and children released from detention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To date, MDLC has collected $2,300 and has held three events with adults and children from the 

church to prepare 50 backpacks. Also, they were included in the blessing of the backpacks before 

being delivered to Interfaith Welcome Coalition of San Antonio last week. We have also conducted 

outreach to the community and have three Girl Scouts troops, a community college, and two ELCA 

churches in Houston who are participating in our backpack drive. 

We are committed to advocating for fair treatment of women and children in detention centers that 

provide safe conditions and standards. We also believe that the legal process needs to be 

streamlined so that the migrants are not held for many months on end. Our work is not done and 

we are asking for you to get involved. For more information visit Interfaith Welcome Coalition. 

Whether your church is already involved in migrant and refugee issues, or know little about 

the plights of migrants and refugees you can be involved in Refugee Sunday. For more 

information on Refugee Sunday and to access the Refugee Sunday kit visit 

www.refugeesunday.lirs.org or email refugeesunday@lirs.org 

https://interfaithwelcomecoalition2.wordpress.com/get-involved/
http://www.refugeesunday.lirs.org
mailto:refugeesunday@lirs.org
http://blog.lirs.org/files/2015/09/RefugeeSunday1.jpg
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Worship Participants  

Please volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 

November 1 

All Saints 

Day 

November 8 November 15 November 22 November 29 

Assisting  
Minister 

Marilyn Mekala 
Gary 

Tamburello 

John 

McMurray 
Joyce Kennedy Glen Dorow 

Lector 
Karen 

Whitefield 
Jo Ann Peschel Scott Pierce Jane Brownlee 

Karen 

Whitefield 

Communion  
Server 

Angela Richter Susan Fischer Doris Bosse Ron Richter Doris Bosse 

Usher Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 

Acolyte Paige Pierce  
Kennedy 

Havens 
  

Greeter Barbara Elrod Charles Gerum Ron Richter Mary Hodde 
Margaret and 

Mel Dosch 

Altar Guild Mary Hodde  
Elaine and 

Mike Riggs 
Joyce Kennedy 

Suzanne 

Locheed 

Counter Angela Richter Angela Richter Angela Richter Angela Richter Angela Richter 

Flowers 
Karen and Ray 

Carter 
Nedra Berger Marilyn Mekala Susan Fischer 

Ruth and 

Charlie Gerum 



 9 

 

ELCA: His Work, Our Hands 

 

ELCA Malaria Campaign hits $15 

million goal 
CHICAGO ( ELCA )  –  The 3.8 million-member Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America ( ELCA )  is celebrating a significant milestone in reaching a five-year goal of 

raising $15 million for the ELCA Malaria Campaign. 

            Since the start of the campaign, ELCA members and others have joined with 

Lutheran companion churches and partners in 13 African countries to support pro-

grams designed to save people's lives from malaria –  a preventable and treatable dis-

ease –  by providing mosquito nets, insecticides, medication, health care services, 

education and more. 

            As a result of campaign contributions, malaria programs in 13 African countries 

have been fully funded. Millions of community members were educated about the dis-

ease, nearly 10,000 local volunteers were trained on disease prevention and treatment 

methods, 50,000 nets were distributed, 32,000 pregnant women received prevention 

medication and more. Although the campaign's financial goal has been met, the ELCA 

will continue its anti-malaria work post 2015 through ELCA World Hunger. 

            "We began the ELCA Malaria Campaign in the depths of the Great Recession 

and at a time of considerable turmoil in this church. The goal of raising $15 million 

might have sounded improbable at the time, but our people responded generously," 

said the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, ELCA presiding bishop. "We are honored to accom-

pany our global companions in the Lutheran churches in Africa in their work to make 

malaria history." 

( M DLC has contributed to the ELCA Malaria Fund. )  
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MDLC News 

 

Christmas Boxes for Seafarers  

We will once again be collecting shoeboxes full of needed items for seafarers.  These primarily 
male sailors are far from home at Christmas and receiving these boxes is very special to 
them.  Please pack one or more boxes with a selection of the following items: Band Aids, Kleenex, 
toothbrush, toothpaste, dental floss, key chains, socks, comb, lotion and lip balm, paper and 
envelopes, stamps, dental floss, nail clippers, address books, calendar, pencils and pens, t-shirts, 
Texas souvenirs, deodorant, needle and thread, playing cards, games, shaving cream, disposable 
razors, postcards, disposable cameras, puzzles, flashlight, soap, shampoo, gum and hard candy, 
and baseball caps.  Please wrap securely as one unit; do NOT wrap the lid and box separately 
or place bows on the boxes. Avoid including items that will melt or break and pack batteries 
separately from items they are powering.  Arrangements will be made to  deliver these gifts to the 
Port of Houston Ministry early in December so please bring these gifts to church no later than 
Sunday, November 29.  If you need a shoe box, please feel free to take one of the empty shoe 

boxes in the Narthex display. 

Christmas Boxes for Seafarers 

Needed by  

November 29 

Let’s bring light into  

their Christmas 

 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY—NOVEMBER 15, 2015 

MDLC’s theme for the coming year is “STEP OUT AND 
STEP UP FOR OUR DREAMS AND VISIONS.”  It is World 
Series time and those teams that are left know this for sure:  
In the Spring, they all had dreams and visions for where 
they wanted to be in October.  The teams that stepped out 
and stepped up as a team realized their dreams and visions 
from last Spring.  We are no different here.  To be where we 
want to be, each member of MDLC will be asked to Step 

Out in Faith and Step UP when commitment of time, talent and treasure comes on November 15. 
Reservations for the Stewardship luncheon are being taken in the Narthex.   

Please sign up today!! 



 11 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church             Prayer Request Card 

For (name):  __________________________________    Date:__________ 

Need:  

Surgery (   )  Treatment (   )  Recuperating (   )  Other __________________ 

Requested by:_________________________________________________ 

Relationship: __________________________________________________ 

Requester’s Phone:_____________________________________________ 

 

Happy Anniversary 
November 

Happy Birthday 
November 

 12  Marilyn and Fred England 
18  Jane and Ronald Brownlee 

  1  Jacquelyn Etheredge 
  2  Leslie Caldwell 
  8  Bill Yerega 
13  Joyce Kennedy 
21  Neil Mekala 
21  Marsha Nelson 
24  Nancy Quaschnick 
24  Elise Riggs 
25  Nathan Berger 

Thanksgiving for Baptism will be celebrated on Sunday, November 8! 
In November we will gather on November 8 to celebrate Thanksgiving for Baptism. All those with 
November baptismal birthdays will be invited to come forward to the font to light their baptismal can-
dles as part of this rite.  For those who need a candle, candles will be provided.  If you have your 
baptismal candle, please bring it!  According to records in the church office, the following people 
have November baptismal birthdays: 

Ruth Gerum 
Jo Ann Peschel 
Antonio Glover 
Barbara Elrod 
Tamara Jobe 

Doris Bosse 
Jeanette Thompson 
Chris Whitefield 
Karen Whitefield 
Ashlyn Whitefield 

Luke Whitefield 
Kylie Whitefield 
Elizabeth England 
Charles Brownlee 

Hanging of Greens and Putting Up Chrismon Tree 

Please put November 22 on your calendar to help put up the Chrismon Tree and help decorate the 
church with hanging of the greens.  This will take place immediately after worship service.  It is a lot of 
fun and a great way to visit with your church friends while readying the church for the most beautiful 
time of the year—the birth of our Lord!  No reservations needed—just show up!  Thank you so much!  
The first Sunday in Advent is November 29 and the church should be ready!!  Please help! 
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President…………………………...  Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................ …..  Karen Whitefield 

Secretary ................................ …..  Karen Carter 

Treasurer ................................ …..  Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry………...  Joyce Kennedy 

Learning Ministry .................... …..  Karen Whitefield 

Service & Fellowship Ministry . …..  Susan Fisher 

Property Ministry .................... …..  Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry ....... …..  Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ................... …..  Ron Richter 

Support Ministry ..................... …..  Gary Tamburello 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Fax:              713-468-0236 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor Stephen Kelly, Interim  
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org 

 

GGary  

 

    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the December Contact is November 12. 




