
   

 

 

Pastor’s Page 

  Whoever is in Christ is a new creation; 

the old has passed away, the new has come. 
II Corinthians 5:17 

 
April brings two things: renewed life in our gardens and Easter

1
.  Both focus 

on new life: biological life from germinating seeds and awakening plants after 
a winter’s sleep, and spiritual/personal life which is most deeply renewed 
only through a personal and active faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Easter is the Most Important Time for Christians.  Without Easter, Christmas 
and all our other celebrations are simply cultural memorials.  Easter puts 
Spirit-filled Life into all we do, individually and as a family/community of faith. 
 
The Bible nowhere tells of Jesus actually walking out of his three-day tomb.  
Rather, the already Risen Christ encounters grieving people and brings 
healing and new purpose into lives that had been shattered by his death. 
 
So Jesus comes to us in the fullness of joy or sadness, elation or 
depression, success or failure, or plain, unspectacular every-day living.  
Jesus brings us empowerment and purpose, forgiveness and a faith-full 
future.  No matter who or what we are or have been, the Easter Promise is 
Life Will Be Different in Jesus Christ. 
 
Celebrate that deliverance and difference as we move through Holy Week 
and into Easter and the Easter Season.  A full schedule of events is posted 
on page 2 of this CONTACT. 
 
May your Easter be blessed in Christ. 

 

Pastor Zetto 

2015 

April 

1I know Easter can occur in March (2016, 2024), but the vast majority is April (the first 
Sunday after the full moon following the Spring equinox).  The earliest possible date for 
Easter is March 22; the last time it occurred was 1818 and the next time will be 2285. The 
latest possible date for it is April 25; the last time it occurred was 1943 and the next time 
will be 2038.  
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 Pastor’s “Schedule” 
 

 
 

 

  2 Apr Thu 7:30 pm Maundy Thursday Eucharist 
 

  3 Apr Fri 12:00 N Good Friday Devotions 
  7:30 pm Good Friday Tenebrae 
 

  5 Apr Sun 7:00 am Easter Sunrise Service 
  10:30 am Easter Festival Eucharist 
 

  7 Apr Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 
 

  9 Apr Thu 9:00 am BSOF Flower Field Trip 
 

12 Apr Sun 12:00 N Executive Committee Meeting 
 

   Outreach Ministry Meeting 
  7 Apr Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 
 

 14 Apr Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 
  7:15 pm Congregation Council Meeting 
 

16-18 Apr W-Th 8:00 am Synod Assembly 
 

19 Apr Sun 12:00 N Worship & Music Ministry Meeting 
 

20 Apr Mon 6:30 pm Fellowship & Service Ministry Meeting 
 

21 Apr  Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 
  6:30 pm Mutual Ministry Meeting 
 

28 Apr Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 
 

  3 May Sun At Church (Graduating) Senior Sunday 
  12:00 Noon Outreach Ministry Meeting 
 

  4 May Mon ??? BSOF 
 

  5 May Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 
 

10 May Sun 12:00 N Executive Committee Meeting 
 

12 May  Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 

Sunday, March 29
th

—Palm Sunday (10:30 am) 
Procession with Palms 
Potluck Luncheon and Easter Egg Hunt at 11:45 am 

Thursday, April 2
nd

 —Maundy Thursday (7:30 pm) 
Stripping of the Altar 

Friday, April 3
rd

 —Good Friday (12:00 noon and 7:30 pm) 
We Journey to the Cross 

Sunday, April 5
th

—Resurrection of Our Lord 
Outdoor Easter Sunrise in the Knoeller Garden (7:00 am) 

Continental Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall  (8:30 am) 
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Are you unable to be at church?   
Pastor Zetto will be glad to commune you at home.   

Call the church office (713-468-9443) or Pastor at home (281-599-0885). 

Jesus: “The light of the Empty Tomb” 

Sermon Topics       

  2 Apr –  Maundy Thursday (White) “An Encounter With … Signage” Exodus 12:13
  
  3 Apr –  Good Friday (7:30 p.m.) “An Encounter With …  Isaiah 52:13 
         Empowerment” 
  

  5 Apr –  Easter Sunrise (7:00 a.m.) “An Encounter With … Jesus” John 20:16 
 Easter Festival (10:30 a.m.) “An Encounter With … Fear” Mark 16:8 
 

12 Apr –  2
nd

 Sunday of Easter “For Peace with a Purpose” John 20:21 
 

19 Apr –  3
rd

 Sunday of Easter “Witnesses Who Change the World” Luke 24:48 
 

26 Apr –  4
th
 Sunday of Easter “To Bring Life into Death” Luke 10:18 

 

  3 May –  5
th
 Sunday of Easter “To Stick Fast” John 15:5 

 

10 May –  6
th
 Sunday of Easter “For Faith-Full friendship” John 15:12 

 

17 May – 7
th
 Sunday of Easter “To Be Worldly” John 17:15 

 

24 May – Feast of Pentecost “Growing Testimony” John 15:27 

Worship Plans for February 2015 
 

Worship Plans for Easter 
 

“Empowered by the Empty Tomb” 
 
There is no Christian Faith without Easter.  Without Easter Jesus is simply a first-century 
philosopher proclaiming a life of self-less love.  But with Easter, with the absolute affirma-
tion that Death Is Not Deadly; with divine love, forgiveness, and empowerment; with a very 
alive and lively Jesus; we have a Faith that empowers us individually and as a Family-of-
God to move ourselves, our community, and our nation into new, different, and life-
affirming relationships.  Just so, we as God’s People believe and proclaim. 
 

 Empowered … 
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Ron Richter  

 

Memorial Drive Community Garden 

April Update  
 

                    Progress is being made in the Community Garden with the start of spring!!! We 
have 5 committed gardeners who are now using the allotments. We have converted our dona-
tion garden into beds that will be used for Group Gardening with our community. This program 
entails inviting participants that want to garden but are either new to gardening or want to 
share the work load of maintaining a garden. We are excited to provide this opportunity and 
look forward to getting the program started. Once we have interest we will determine the best 
time and day for everyone.  

               In addition to planting we have made some other changes to the garden. The Urban 
Harvest sign has been put up, we have installed the rain water barrel and we are working on 
drip irrigation to the beds. A concept we will be using in our gardens to help increase yield is 
covering the beds with black plastic to hold in the ground heat for the sun. thus increasing the 
setting time for the plants.  The other will be experimenting with compost tea to fertilize our 
plants in addition to the compost we use in the garden. This enables the plants to not only get 
the slow acting fertilizer but the fast acting fertilizer as well to the roots and leaves.  

Our Community Garden Open house on March 21 was successful and we had a great turnout 
and lots of fun working in the garden and sharing our experiences with each other. This event 
will be held in the fall as well.  

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church has been selected by the ELCA Gulf Coast Synod Assembly 
to be featured in the Spotlight Ministry in April. We have submitted a video which will be on 
Youtube under https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cCruhqcsqk or MLDC Community Garden. 
A table will also be set up for highlighting our involvement in the community and our future 
plans to provide resource for our neighbors. 

Looking to summer we are planning on having a booth at the Memorial Village’s 4
th
 of July 

event. If you are interested in helping please contact either myself or Karen Whitefield. We 
need some folks to package seeds as well work the table at the event. More information will be 
available as we get closer to the date. 

Last but not least we have added a Facebook page for Memorial Drive Community Garden or 

www.facebook.com/groups/1378953789070588/ so look for us on Facebook and you will get 

our updates.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cCruhqcsqk
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1378953789070588/
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 Learning Ministry         Karen Whitefield 

 
 
 
 

 
. 

 

Romans 8:28 “And we know that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who love God and are called 
according to his purpose for them.” (NIV) 

Have you started Spring Cleaning?  

We want your stuff! 

Later this year we will have a congregation wide garage sale. The 
proceeds from the sale will benefit the Learning Ministry to help fund 
our Lutherhill-run VBS, which we provide at no charge to youth in 
the community. Please contact Karen Whitefield if you have items 
you want to donate and a pick up can be arranged. 

 
Thank you to all who donated goodies  
for our Easter Eggstravaganza Egg Hunt  
held on Palm Sunday.  
 
 
 
That brings me to VBS….we are holding VBS at our church from  
July 27th-31st and we can accept up to 30 youth, 
kindergarten-5

th
 grade. The theme this year is from Micah 

6:8 “Act…Love…Walk”. 
The full Scripture is “He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly [a] with your God.” 
 
Please let your neighbors, friends and family know  
to spread the word. It is truly a top notch VBS program! 
 

My dream and wish for this church is that we are able to welcome more families with children 
this year. Please keep the life of this church in your prayers, and join me in seeking ideas and 
ways to make ours an exciting church to attend and be a part of.   
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Worship Participants  

Please 
volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 

April 2 

Maundy 

Thursday 

April 3 
Good 

Friday 

April 5 
Sunrise 

Easter 

April 5 
Easter 

Sunday 
April 12 April 19 April 26 

Assisting  
Minister 

Dawn Zetto Hub Tett  
John 

McMurray 

Joyce 

Kennedy 

Joyce 

Kennedy 

Gary  

Tamburello 

Lector 
Jo Ann 

Peschel 
Mike Riggs 

Stuart 

Moen 

Scott 

Pierce 
Mike Riggs 

Dawn 

Zetto 

Janet 

Zaozirny 

Communion  
Server 

Ron Richter 
No 

communion 

Doris 

Bosse 

A. Richter 

J. Kennedy 

Elaine 

Riggs 

Doris 

Bosse 

Karen 

Whitefield 

Ushers  Stuart Moen 
Stuart 

Moen 

Stuart 

Moen 
Stuart Moen 

Stuart 

Moen 

Stuart 

Moen 

Acolyte  Jack Lutz 
Andrew 

Lutz 

Paige 

Pierce 

Paige 

Pierce 
  

Greeter Pat Pfluger 
Diana 

Brandt 

Margaret & 

Mel Dosch 

Ron 

Richter 

Barbara 

Elrod 

Charles 

Gerum 

Janet 

Zaozirny 

Altar Guild The Riggs    
Joyce 

Kennedy 

Joyce 

Kennedy 

Susan 

Locheed 

Counter Linda Richter 
Linda 

Richter 

Linda 

Richter 

Linda 

Richter 

Linda 

Richter 

Linda 

Richter 

Linda 

Richter 

Flowers    
Stuart 

Moen 
The Carters 

Carol 

McBride 

Diana 

Brandt 
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Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord while 
you are volunteering!!! 

Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you and become 
a worship participant on Sunday mornings!  Please check your schedule to 
see if you are available on Sundays to be one of the following— Usher, 
Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild 
member, and Money Counter.  
 

Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  We really need you!  
Thank you!  
                                                         Worship & Music Ministry 
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 Director of Church Music       Pamela Tamburello 

 Alleluia!  He is risen! (Still!) 

 

After worship is finished on Easter Sunday, April 5
th
, some may ask the question:  

Okay…Easter is over. Now what?  With so much attention on “gearing up” for Easter 
Sunday, what happens after that is all done? 

 

Although many most likely think of Easter as a one-day event, the season of Easter 
lasts many weeks, fifty days in all.  It is not just one day when we celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus, our Lord, but a reminder that we should celebrate every morning!  
Martin Luther suggested that we should make the sign of the cross each morning as a 
reminder of the great gift of new life that we have as Easter people. 

 

The pageantry of lilies, magnificent processions, great choir anthems, plus the 
traditional sights and sounds of the Easter morning services are exciting for children 
and adults alike.  Using all of our senses, we smell the candles and lilies, see the joy in 
people’s faces, and hear the swelling sounds of favorite hymns and songs. 

 

The butterfly is often used as a symbol of Easter and the resurrection.  As the caterpillar 
begins the process of becoming new, it forms a tomb-like chrysalis around itself.  After 
a time, the emerging butterfly is set free of the darkness of the tomb and comes out into 
the light of the new day.   

 

The fifty days of Easter are a time of jubilation and celebration.  Some parishes do not 
include a confession and forgiveness during this season.  That is to highlight that this is 
a joyous time.  In addition, some churches encourage their worshippers to not kneel at 
the communion rail, but rather to stand when receiving communion.  This is because 
kneeling is a penitential body stance.  Standing at the rail is a visible sign of leaving the 
season of Lent behind. 

 

The lectionary (the listing of bible readings during the Church year) is not always a 
chronological walk through the post-resurrection life of Jesus.  Instead, the Easter 
readings help the church consider how life with all of creation is changed because of 
Christ’s resurrection.   

 

As we move through this Easter season, may we hear of Jesus, who is both the first 
and last, both lamb and shepherd, both spirit and flesh, as he prays for his people that 
they love one another and be united in his love.  This makes our Easter journey truly 
sing! 
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April 5, 2015, Easter Sunday 
Breakfast.  Please join members for a light 
breakfast on Easter Sunday morning in the 
Knoellar Garden  area (weather permitting) 
following Easter Sunrise Service until 
approximately 10:15 a.m. If there is 
inclement weather, breakfast will be inside 
the Fellowship Hall at the same time 

The Better side of Fifty 

After a fun trip last year to visit The Rose Emporium and especially to view the bluebon-
nets which unfortunately had passed their prime time, we have now planned an April 9th 
trip to see if we can hit the perfect time to enjoy the spring time flowers in full array. On 
March 2nd The Better side of Fifty enjoyed an interesting trip to Washington on the Bra-
zos and a drive through beautiful, but still looking like winter Chappell Hill so the thought 
was to go back in April when it will be the most wonderful time of year to experience the 
full beauty of the area. We will also visit The Chappell Hill Lavender Farm which boasts 
fields of lavender that you can wander about in, a wonderful store with all lavender prod-
ucts and a guide to provide us with facts about the farm. We will then enjoy a meal at ei-
ther Martha's Bloomers or Beaver's Kitchen. We will leave the church at 9:30 on April 9th 
for an 11 o'clock appointment at the farm. This is one trip that you will not want to miss-
pray for good weather. There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex. See you on the 9th 
for a wonderful, fun time. 

Happy Birthday  
  5  Paige Pierce 
  6  Stuart Moen 
  7  Delores Howard 
10  Sherry Hann 
12  Kasey Hughes 
13  Diann Phillips 
14  Jerry Hillestad 
21  Loretta Muilenburg 
21  Ted Muilenburg 
26  Gladys Martin 
27  Luke Hughes 
29  Linda Richter 
30  Rollie Weium 

PEANUT BUTTER MINISTRY AT MDLC! 

Please remember to bring your jars of pea-
nut butter for the MDLC Peanut Butter Min-
istry.  We collect these foods to give to the 

less fortunate than we are. 

If you would like to contribute other non-
perishable foods, please 
feel free to do so.  All 

items are appreciated. 

Once a month these 
items are delivered or 

picked up!  Thank you! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAMQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2Fillustration%2Flogo-peanut-butter.html&ei=t3gUVYL-OpK1sQTi2YCYBg&bvm=bv.89381419,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEhd2_ctMLBIfBVrZ30n5FKOal
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President ···························   Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................   Karen Whitefield 

Secretary ................................   Karen Carter 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Joyce Kennedy 

Support Ministry .....................   Ron Campbell 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Whitefield 

Service & Fellowship Ministry .   Susan Fisher 

Property Ministry ....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry .......   Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ...................   Ron Richter 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Fax:              713-468-0236 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

        Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor J. Jeffrey Zetto     Email:  jjdrz10@aol.com or jjdrz@mdlc.org 
Pamela Tamburello        Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org 

 

 

 

    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the May Contact is April 12. 


