
   

 

 

 
 
 

Pastor’s Page 

Hospitality 

Sisters and Brothers, 
 

Have you ever seen the movie Pay it Forward? At the beginning of the film, a teacher challenges his 
students to come up with an idea that will change the world. A lot of the students come back with 
ideas that are great in theory but not very practical—get all the nations to declare world peace, find a 
cure for all cancer, etc. But one student comes up with an idea that is deceptively simple—paying it 
forward. He says that he is going to perform three acts of random kindness for strangers, and when 
they ask him what they can do to thank him, he will tell them to “pay it forward” with three acts of ran-
dom kindness for other strangers. He draws a diagram on the classroom chalkboard pointing out the 
exponential growth of kindness that can happen this way.  
 

While his idea is great, I don’t know if it was wholly original. It sounds to me quite a bit like something 
that a wandering prophet did in ancient Palestine about two-thousand years ago. Jesus seems like 
the “random acts of kindness” doer par excellence. As it says in the hymn and as I repeat each week 
in the invitation to communion—Jesus came to those by sin and death surrounded with grace un-
bounded. The Gospels are full of stories of Jesus dropping in on people’s lives with love, concern, 
and generosity. As he taught in his sermon on the plain, Jesus was motivated by his experience of 
God’s generosity towards him to express and live out that generosity for others. He asked others to 
do the same, “be merciful as your Father in heaven is merciful.”  
 

As followers of Jesus we could think of lots of elaborate ways to try to live in Jesus’ example, ex-
pressing love and generosity to others—we can dream about ministries that end homelessness in 
Houston, or great programs at the church that extend Christ’s generosity to the community around 
us. I’m not saying ‘don’t dream’, but what if we took a leaf from Pay it Forward and each of us started 
with ourselves reaching out to three people we don’t know or don’t know well.  
 

We had a conversation at the end of June about welcoming guests in our congregation. One of the 
big take-aways from our conversation was how each of us has the power to be the one who extends 
a genuine and generous welcome to someone else in this congregation. It doesn’t matter if they are a 
first time guest or someone who has been going to this church longer than we have whom we don’t 
really know that well. We can take the first step and start a conversation with them. Learn more about 
who they are. Invite them out for lunch with us after church or over to a backyard grill-out we are hav-
ing with other friends.  
 

This month, I pledge to pay it forward in this church. I’m going to reach out to three people I don’t 
know well and try to get to know them, to show them some kindness. Why don’t you start with me? 
Extend the circle of your kindness in this church. Sit with someone new at the Potluck on the 16th 
and really try to get to know them. Call someone in the church directory you haven’t gotten to know, 
see how their day is going, and offer to pray with them. Offer to take someone, a guest or someone 
you don’t know well, out to lunch or coffee. Like Christ, come into someone’s life with some un-
bounded grace. And if they thank you, tell them to pay it forward.  Let’s see what happens!  

Pastor Will  
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Director of Church Music          Pamela Tamburello 

We are blessed in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) with a wealth of rich 
liturgy and hymnody.  We use a worship book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, (ELW) that was 
published in 2006.  It is hard to believe that this resource has been around for more than 10 
years!  This month I offer to you some thoughts on the hymnody in ELW. 
 

Hymns in ELW follow the psalms and service music, beginning with hymn 239 (Hark, the Glad 
Sound!).  Hymns are in the order of the church year, so we begin with the Advent season and 
it continues through Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and so on. 
 

We are fortunate to have a worship book that contains a vast selection of hymns.  We 
have assembly song that comes from many times and places.  This reflects the fact that we 
are part of the greater Church.  On any given Sunday we may sing hymns from Germany, 
Scandinavia, Japan, Africa, and songs from our Latino sisters and brothers.  But it goes 
beyond that.  Our hymnody speaks to who we are as people of faith.  What we sing matters.  
Please keep in mind: 
It gives us a unique and musical-poetic expression of the church’s theology.  

 It gives us language, verbal and musical, to express our own faith and gives us practice in 
proclaiming it. 

 It is important that hymnody is from all times and places.  It gives everyone a voice. 

 We sing our theology, right along with the creeds, preaching, praying, and the use  
     of the arts. 
 

It is important to use the actual hymnal.  When we do so, we are able to glean information 
on a hymn.  Beneath the hymn, the lower left corner will always have the source of the hymn 
and those who wrote the words (text) and the music.  You can tell from this information the 
time period that produced this hymn.  The lower right hand corner will have the name of the 
tune.  Composers give the tunes they write a name.  Very often these names help to tell the 
story of the hymn.  It may be the title in its original language or named after a place or event.  
Beneath the tune name is the meter, which gives the number of syllables per phrase.   
 

In addition to the hymnody, ELW is a wonderful devotional tool.  In the front of the hymnal 
you will find the church year calendar (which includes the liturgical colors), the propers (all the 
readings and prayer of the day for Sundays and the principal festivals), and additional prayers.  
Following the hymns is the daily lectionary (scripture readings for the entire year), small 
catechism, and the indexes. 
 

Our worship book is clearly more than a hymnal.  Consider using it as a devotional resource 
and dig into the wealth of hymnody as we all keep God’s songs in our hearts! 

On Sunday, July 9th, we will celebrate Thanksgiving for 
Baptism in worship.  This is a wonderful opportunity for all 
of us to give thanks for our baptisms.  Those who celebrate 

their baptismal birthday in July will be invited to come forward during this rite to light their baptis-
mal candle as part of the thanksgiving.  If you still have your candle, please bring it!  If you need 
a candle, baptismal candles will be provided.  According to our church’s records, the following 
people have baptismal birthdays in July.  If you have any corrections to this list, please contact 

the church office with that information. 
  
Maxine Wilson 
Robert Richter 
Mike Riggs 
Max Bruce Muilenburg 

Thanksgiving for Baptism  
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Learning Ministry            Carolyn White/Karen Whitefield 

 
On June 4th the youth led worship service rejoicing the Day of Pentecost. 
Several weeks ago the youth interviewed the congregation about their ex-
perience of the Holy Spirit and shared these video interviews during ser-
vice. Many thanks to Helen White for editing and adding subtitles so that all 
could enjoy hearing about the Holy Spirit in our lives! Many thanks to all the 
youth and their families, Pam, Lotty, and Pastor Will for an amazing ser-
vice! 

If you are a high school student or rising freshman, plan to 
come Sun., July 16, at 6:30 PM for a kick-off meeting for the 
ELCA National Youth Gathering 2018. We will have alumni 
from MDLC as well as a synod representative to talk to you 
about what you can expect at the gathering-and pizza. 

On Sun., Aug. 13, we will celebrate a Blessing of the Backpacks during worship. As youth pre-
pare to head back to school, they are invited to bring their backpacks to worship with them for a 
special blessing. Teachers are also welcome to bring lesson plans or some other object used in 
their teaching to be blessed.  

Later that evening, the Learning Ministry will host a screening of the documentary Race to No-
where in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 pm. This documentary focuses on the performance-related 
stress and overscheduling that many teens experience in our current educational system. We 
would like to invite our youth, parents, congregation, and community to look at this issue together 
and see how we can react in God’s grace on Memorial Drive. 

The film’s website includes the following description:  

Race to Nowhere is a film that calls us to challenge current thinking about how we pre-

pare our children for success. Named by TakePart.com as one of “10 Education Documen-
taries You Don’t Want to Miss,” Race to Nowhere brings communities together to spark 
dialogue and galvanize change in America’s schools. 
  
Featuring the heartbreaking stories of students across the country who have been pushed 
to the brink by over-scheduling, over-testing and the relentless pressure to achieve, Race 
to Nowhere points to a silent epidemic in our schools. Through the testimony of educators, 
parents and education experts, it reveals an education system in which cheating has be-
come commonplace; students have become disengaged; stress-related illness, depression 
and burnout are rampant; and young people arrive at college and the workplace unpre-
pared and uninspired. 

We love our teens, we love our community—come and see what we can do better in God’s name. 
Refreshments provided. 

 

What's going on this summer? We want to know! Please share your 
travel plans, music and sports achievements and studies, and also 
what you'd like to do over the summer with your MDLC friends and 
family. Summer service and fellowship ideas are in the works and new 
ones are always welcome. Contact Karen Whitefield or Carolyn White 
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Hospitality Committee 

Worship Leaders  
Please volunteer: 

Worship 

Participants 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 July 30 

Assisting  
Minister 

Angela Richter 
Karen 

Whitefield 
Erin Storm Hub Tett  Glen Dorow 

Acolyte Paige Pierce  Glen White  
Alessandra 

Carter 
 

Lector Mike Riggs Karen Carter 
Janet 

Zaozirny 

 
Pam Tett 

 
Jean Dorow 

Communion  
Server 

Elaine Riggs 
Angela 
Richter 

Doris Bosse Doris Bosse Elaine Riggs 

Usher 
Charles 
Blakenhorn 

Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 

Greeter Barbara Elrod 
Margaret and 

Mel Dosch 
Diann Phillips  Ellen Carter Susan Fischer 

Altar Guild 

Mary and 
Laura 

Lemburg 

Doris and 
Paige Pierce 

Tomiko Mita 
Mayo 

Mary and 
Laura 

Lemburg 

Mike and 
Elaine Riggs 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter  Linda Richter  Linda Richter  Linda Richter 

Flowers Susan Fisher 
Margaret and 

Mel Dosch 
Pam and Gary 

Tamburello 
Doris Bosse 

Lemburg 
Family 

Have you seen all the changes to the narthex? The Hospitality Committee is busy cleaning, 
repairing, and modifying so that our guests feel welcome. If you look to the south when you 
enter the glassed-in section of the narthex, you will see a new “Be a Honey—Pick a (To-)Do” 
display that invites you to participate in spiffing up our campus. There’s something for 
everybody—indoor/outdoor, various buildings, repair/cleaning/maintenance, skilled/unskilled, 
etc. Please stop and look. Feel free to sign up for an item. Everything can be done on your 
own schedule, though we hope to have many items done by Labor Day. 
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 Pastor’s message                        

Table Extenders 
 

Every Sunday we receive God's grace in the gifts of bread and wine from Christ's table. Through 
these simple elements, Christ offers us himself, the deepest part of himself symbolized in the words, 
"This is my body given for you. This is my blood shed for you." Those words, "for you," mean this 
message is personal. It's not just true generally. The living God is speaking directly to you and 
offering you the depth of his heart. On any given Sunday, that message may resonate loudly or 
softly with us. Sometimes it doesn't resonate at all and we pass through those moments 
perfunctorily. But the gift does not depend on how we receive it or our feelings. It depends only on 
God's grace which is firm and steady. 
 

When we take those elements and hear God's words to us ringing through our hearts, we join the 
company of a wider table—saints and sinners across time and space who receive this gift with us. In 
the words of one hymn, we participate in that "mystic, sweet communion." The table is always much 
bigger than we can see. The gift is for many more than are gathered on any Sunday in our 
sanctuary. God has already applied these words "for you" to the whole world and longs for all 
humanity to hold such a promise, such a love in their hands and in their hearts.  
 

One of the ways that we extend our own table at Memorial Drive Lutheran is through the delivery of 
home communion, through the hands of lay people, and through communion services at Tremont 
and the Abbey, two nearby retirement communities where some of our members reside. Maybe you 
have noticed some of our communion ministers coming forward to receive communion kits on the 
first Sunday of each month. I want to thank Barbara Elrod, Suzanne Locheed, Nancy McMurray, 
Janet Zaozirny, Mary Hodde, and Georgia Taylor, for being the hands and feet that have taken 
bread and wine from our Sunday celebrations at church out to members who cannot be with us. 
When Pastor Kelley took communion to Virginia Long (our oldest member who just turned 100) at 
Tremont about a year and a half ago, he found a room full of people. Virginia used her gifts of 
hospitality and evangelism to share what she was going to receive with a wider group. Now we 
serve about 15 people a month at those services. A similar service is beginning at the Abbey, where 
we just celebrated communion with 10 others this past week. Other communions are taken to people in 
their homes where they get a chance to receive company and the supper from our dedicated home 
communion ministers.  
 

How else can we widen our table both in our imaginations and in practice? As we do, I am certain we will 
continue to discover the breadth of God's love that is always expanding, taking that message of love ahead of 
us into people's hearts. Pray for an extended table. Pray for our home communion ministers and for our 
retirement community communion celebrations. Let me or one of our communion ministers know if you feel a 

MAM Back to School and Looking Cool! 
For many families, the beginning of school is just one more financial burden they cannot afford.  
HOW WE CAN HELP: 

 Make a donation to MDLC specifying it is for MAM Back to School program. The church will com-
pile all donations and send our church's check to MAM. Any amount is helpful. 

 $20 = one child's extras (socks, underwear, belt) 

 $50 = school clothing and shoes for one child 

 $100 = school clothing and shoes for 2 children! 
For further information, go to the MAM website (www.maministries.org/backtoschool) or talk to  
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President ···························   Karen Carter 

Vice President ........................   Stuart Moen 

Secretary ................................   Janet Zaozirny 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Pamela Tamburello 

Support Ministry .....................   Mike Riggs 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Whitefield and 

                                                   Carolyn White 

Fellowship Ministry .................   Ruth Gerum 

Property Ministry.....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications/Hospitality 

      Ministry .............................   Gary Tamburello 

Service Ministry ......................   Ron Richter 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

     Nursery Open       8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
 Sunday Worship              10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

IN AMERICA 

Pastor Will Storm 
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music 
Lotty Evetsz, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      The deadline for submission of information for the August Contact is July  12. 

The flowers for our Sunday worship services are 
provided by: 
 

Flowers by Nino  281-873-6466 
5805 Chimney Rock Road  Suite C 
Houston, Texas 77081 

                                                  Prayer List  

                                                         Happy Birthday July 

Ann Eisland 
Arlie Beane 
Blanca Flores 
Carol Neal 
Chad Ferguson 
Delores Howard 
Donaldo Rojas & Fam. 
Doug Pfluger  
Ed Howard 

Ed Locheed 
Hope O’Pake  
James Liuzza 
Jill Kosinski 
John McMurray 
Jorge Evertsz 
Ken Blankenhorn 
Laura Sparks 
LuVerne Blanc 

Marilyn England  
Marjorie Lemire 
Matthew Counsell  
Martha Satterwhite 
Margarita Mejia & Fam. 
Maxine Wilson 
Nancy McMurray 
Pamela Tamburello 
Peggy Brown 

Royce Brown 
Ryland Macomb  
Sandy Dillion 
Sarah Day 
Tammy Russell 
Wendy Gonzalez 

  1 LuVerne Blanc 
  5 Brandon Escamilla 
  6 Suzanne Locheed 

  7 Jean Dorow 
18 Jim Barnes 
20 Charles Brownlee 

22 John McMurray 
24 Jo Ann Peschel 
24 Ron Richter 

26 Georgia Taylor 
28 Lorrella Cobb 
29 Kelly Bosse 




