
   

 

 

 

Sisters and Brothers, 
 

April marks the conclusion of Lent as we journey with Christ to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, to the 

upper room on Maundy Thursday, from the Sanhedrin to Golgotha on Good Friday, and from the tomb 

to the garden at the Easter Vigil. Our invitation throughout Lent is to let Christ’s story be our own—a 

story of deliverance, a story of passing from death to new life. Witnessing the depths to which God 

would go to save us, we will once again experience and celebrate the Easter joy of God’s power over 

sin, death, and all the forces of evil in this world. Having put ourselves into these stories, we will sing 

God’s grace, God’s love, and God’s victory not just for long ago, but for us here and now.  

 

April also marks my first anniversary as your pastor. It’s hard to believe that a year will have passed 

since my arrival. My first day, April 18th, 2016, has been an easy one for me to remember. First, 

because it was my sister’s birthday and second, because it was the day of the really big flood in 

Houston. So, my first official act as pastor here was closing the church office for the day! In my first 

year here, I’ve come to see that Memorial Drive Lutheran—like all churches—is in the midst of its own 

Holy Week, its own story of dying and rising. In many ways a church that once existed here has 

already died. But in its place, God has begun to do a new thing. God is in the midst of bringing forth a 

new church, a church with wounds and a past, but nevertheless a church that has been redeemed and 

is being raised to new life.  

 

It is easy to look around at the world and say that the church is not what it used to be. We can get 

stuck in trying to return things to how they were rather than asking where we are now and why God 

has brought us here. God is in the midst of raising not just MDLC, but the whole Christian church to a 

new kind of life. But to see what God is doing, we can’t look with the same eyes as before. We need a 

new vision that looks through the light of the resurrection. During the season of Easter at the end of 

this month we will have opportunities to see ways that God is empowering new kinds of ministry for 

the next generation of the church. Immediately following Easter I will be traveling to Greece and 

Turkey to “follow in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul”—I look forward to sharing what I learn with you 

all when I get back! But while I am gone, our congregation will be served by two young Lutheran 

pastors whose ministries each cast a vision of a resurrected church for the next generation. Pastor 

Ashley Dellagiacoma will be here on April 23rd to share the story of Kindred, a “restart dinner-church” 

in Montrose where young Christians worship together over a shared meal. Then on April 30th, Pastor 

Janelle Hooper will be here to talk about her work empowering college students through Lutheran 

Campus Ministries at University of Houston and Rice. Come and catch a glimpse of a new church that 

is rising all around us.  

Pastor Will  

Pastor’s Page 
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Learning Ministry                           Carolyn White / Karen Whitefield 

Director of Church Music             Pamela Tamburello 

Looking Forward to April 
April 2: Learning Event until 2 PM at MDLC 
April 9: Easter Eggstravaganza: Egg Hunt with Potluck and Ice Cream Social 

Remember to turn in your coloring banner! 
April 15: Youth Participation in Easter Vigil service 
Please note: confirmation class, which would normally be on April 9, will be rescheduled, to April 30th. 
 

Have you started your Stations of the Cross coloring banner? We hope so and look forward to seeing 
your wonderful creations on Palm Sunday. Visit them for prayer and meditation on the church grounds 
during Holy Week. 
 

See you on April 9, Palm Sunday, for our annual Easter Eggstravaganza. After our potluck lunch, we 
will search for eggs and have an ice cream social. Please bring a dish and your favorite ice cream 
topping to share. Ice cream will be provided.  
 

Looking Back at March 
This month we met on March 5 (Sunday school with lunch), March 12 (confirmation at Christ the 
Servant), and March 19 (visit to the prayer labryinth at Holy Spirit Episcopal).  
 

Some of the previously assembled “grace bags” (ziplocs filled with snacks, drinks, and socks) are still 
available in a box in the narthex. These can be distributed to the homeless at intersections.  
 
 

 In the church office we are making preparations for Palm Sunday, the Three Days (Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil), and the Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday).  But 
what happens after Easter Sunday? 
 Easter is not over!  Although many most likely think of Easter as a one-day event, the season 
of Easter lasts many weeks, fifty days in all.  It is not just one day when we celebrate the resurrection 
of Jesus our Lord, but a reminder that we should celebrate every morning!  Martin Luther suggested 
that we should make the sign of the cross each morning as a reminder of the great gift of new life that 
we have as Easter people. 
 The pageantry of lilies, banners, great choir anthems, plus the traditional sights and sounds of 
the Easter morning services are exciting for children and adults alike.  Using all of our senses, we 
smell the candles and lilies, see the banners and joy in people’s faces, and hear the swelling sounds 
of favorite hymns and songs. 
 The butterfly is often used as a symbol of Easter and the resurrection.  As the caterpillar be-
gins the process of becoming new, it forms a tomb-like chrysalis around itself.  After a time, the 
emerging butterfly is set free of the darkness of the tomb and comes out into the light of the new day.   
 The fifty days of Easter are a time of jubilation and celebration.  Some churches do not include 
confession and forgiveness during the season of Easter.  That is to highlight that this is a joyous time.  
In addition, some churches encourage their worshippers to not kneel at the communion rail, but 
rather to stand when receiving communion.  This is because kneeling is a penitential body stance.  
Standing at the rail is a visible sign of leaving the season of Lent behind. 
 The lectionary (the listing of bible readings during the Church year) is not a chronological walk 
through the post-resurrection life of Jesus.  Instead, the Easter readings help the church consider 
how life with all of creation is changed because of Christ’s resurrection.   
 As we move through this Easter season, may we hear of Jesus, who is both the first and last, 
both lamb and shepherd, both spirit and flesh, as he prays for his people that they love one another 
and be united in his love.  This makes our Easter journey truly sing! 
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MDLC News 

The Journey of Holy Week 

Palm Sunday – April 9
th
 – 10:30 AM 

 Jesus Comes to be Our Savior 

Maundy Thursday – April 13
th
 – 7 PM 

 Jesus Gathers a Community of Love 

Good Friday – April 14
th
 – 12 PM & 7 PM 

 Jesus Takes on Our Suffering 

Easter Vigil Saturday – April 15
th
 – 8 PM 

 Jesus Passes from Death to Life 

Easter Sunday – April 16
th
 – 10:30 AM 

 Jesus Brings New Life for All 

Special Congregational Meeting May 7   
 There will be a special congregational meeting on May 7 immediately following worship 
service.  The meeting has been called by the Council  to allow the congregation to consider 
adoption of amendments to the MDLC constitution.  The amendments would conform the MDLC 
constitution to the recently enacted ELCA model constitution, which was approved by the Church-
wide Assembly in August 2016.  This recently enacted model constitution makes certain minor 
editing enhancements, but the primary changes are (1) to reflect the ELCA’s participation in the 
global Lutheran World Federation and its resolve to seek greater Christian unity, and (2) 
incorporation of several provisions on the rostering, calling and serving of “ministers of word and 
service”.  “Ministers of word and service”, or what the ELCA now refers to as “deacons”, include 
several previous categories of positions and roles, including associates in ministry.  Pam 
Tamburello’s title will no longer be “associate in ministry” , but rather “deacon”.  The Council has 
considered the proposed amendments to the MDLC constitution and recommends their 
adoption.  While reviewing the constitutional amendments, the Council also reviewed the MDLC 
bylaws to see if any conforming changes would be needed.  No conforming changes are required, 
but the Council also is recommending adoption of limited amendments to the bylaws, including (1) 
incorporation of a statement regarding participation in communion that much more closely tracks 
and reflects the current congregational practice, and (2) making the Pastor and the Council 
President ex officio, rather than advisory, members of the Nominating Committee and Call 
Committee, respectively.  
 Electronic copies of the proposed amendments (in both track change and clean versions) 
can be found on the MDLC website.  A limited number of paper copies of the track change drafts 
(showing all changes proposed to be made) are also available in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions or would like to discuss any of the proposed changes, please talk with Pastor Will, Karen 
Carter, or Mike Riggs. 

Thank you MDLC members!  The following items from our MDLC Wish List Christmas Tree (in the 
narthex) have been fully funded:  new stovetops and ovens for the Fellowship Hall, new flooring to 
replace the carpeting in the Youth Room, various sports equipment for the Youth Room, and a new 
tool shed for grounds and gardens.  Your generosity in helping maintain our facilities is very much 
appreciated.  Thanks! 

President                              Karen Carter 

We invite you to make a 
discipline of attending the 
services of Holy Week. 
Palm Sunday will feature a 
procession of palms and 
dramatic telling of the 
Passion story. The Three 
Days of Maundy Thursday 

with its footwashing, Good Friday with its 
adoration of the cross, and the Easter Vigil 
with its rich symbolism and dramatic story 
telling will take us through the deepest 
mysteries of our faith. An additional Good 
Friday noon service will walk through the 
stations of the cross. Easter Morning will be a 
joyous celebration filled with alleluias. Enter 
this week and experience God's grace 
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Worship Leaders  
 

April 2 

April 9 

Palm 

Sunday 

April 13 

Maundy 

Thursday 

April 14 

Good Friday 

April 15 
Easter 
Vigil 

April 16 

Easter 
April 23 April 30 

Assisting  

Minister 

Erin Storm Joyce Kennedy Gary Tamburello  Angela Richter Hub Tett Karen Whitefield Angela Richter 

Lector Karen Carter 
Pam Tett 

Glen White 
Mike Riggs   Mike Riggs Jean Dorow Carolyn White 

Communion  

Server 
Jay Etheredge Doris Bosse Elaine Riggs  Marilyn Mekala Angela Richter Glen Dorow Karen Whitefield 

Ushers Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Jay Etheredge  Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 

Greeters Barbara Elrod 
Nancy and John 

McMurray 
Carolyn White   Stephen Filbin 

Margaret and Mel 
Dosch 

Ellen Carter 

Altar Guild 
Tomiko Mita– 

Mayo 
Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 
Elaine and Mike 

Riggs 
 

Elaine and Mike 
Riggs 

 Tomiko Mita-Mayo  

Counters Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 

Crucifer  Gary Tamburello    Angela Richter   

Flowers Lemburg family 
Karen and Ray 

Carter 
   Stuart Moen 

Carol McBride & 
Ruth Gerum 

 

Joyce  
Kennedy 

Joyce  
Kennedy 

Stuart  
Moen 

Doris 
Bosse 

 

 

 

   

Bob Henkelman 
Gary Tamburello 
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Service Ministry                   Ron Richter 

Worship Leaders  
 

April 2 

April 9 

Palm 

Sunday 

April 13 

Maundy 

Thursday 

April 14 

Good Friday 

April 15 
Easter 
Vigil 

April 16 

Easter 
April 23 April 30 

Assisting  

Minister 

Erin Storm Joyce Kennedy Gary Tamburello  Angela Richter Hub Tett Karen Whitefield Angela Richter 

Lector Karen Carter 
Pam Tett 

Glen White 
Mike Riggs   Mike Riggs Jean Dorow Carolyn White 

Communion  

Server 
Jay Etheredge Doris Bosse Elaine Riggs  Marilyn Mekala Angela Richter Glen Dorow Karen Whitefield 

Ushers Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Jay Etheredge  Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 

Greeters Barbara Elrod 
Nancy and John 

McMurray 
Carolyn White   Stephen Filbin 

Margaret and Mel 
Dosch 

Ellen Carter 

Altar Guild 
Tomiko Mita– 

Mayo 
Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 
Elaine and Mike 

Riggs 
 

Elaine and Mike 
Riggs 

 Tomiko Mita-Mayo  

Counters Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 

Crucifer  Gary Tamburello    Angela Richter   

Flowers Lemburg family 
Karen and Ray 

Carter 
   Stuart Moen 

Carol McBride & 
Ruth Gerum 

 

 

The call to Service at MDLC 
 
Martin Luther once said " Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would 
go to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree"  It is Spring a time of new 
life and a new beginning, time to plant the seeds within the community.  
 
MDLC is doing this by strengthening the relationship with old Service 
partners and new ones. Along with this we have started the Lutheran 
Personal Care Bank supporting Food Pantries. We are in the startup 
phase and need help with designing a new logo, web content, as well as 
ordering, pickup and delivery of product. Our first food pantry we are sup-
porting is East Spring Branch Food Pantry which we are now delivering 
on Thursdays. If you are interested in helping please call Ron Richter at 
713-409-6411 

We Our Acolytes! 
4/2 Leonard Olschimke 

4/9 Lilly Olschimke 

4/16 Helen White 

4/23 Luke Whitefield 

4/30 Open 

SEMIANNUAL ALL CHURCH WORKDAY 

Please join us on Saturday, April 8, 2017 for our semiannual all church 
cleanup and workday, beginning around 9:00 A.M.  Lunch will be 
provided!   Feel free to come and go as you please.  A signup sheet is 
available in the narthex.  If you have specific projects that you’d like to 
see accomplished on that day, please let me know!  Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve on the Property Ministry of Memorial Drive Lutheran 
Church.  I look forward to seeing you then and I want to thank you in 
advance for your help! 

Stuart Moen  

Property Ministry               Stuart Moen 
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President ···························   Karen Carter 

Vice President ........................   Stuart Moen 

Secretary ................................   Janet Zaozirny 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Pamela Tamburello 

Support Ministry .....................   Mike Riggs 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Whitefield and 

                                                   Carolyn White 

Fellowship Ministry .................   Ruth Gerum 

Property Ministry.....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications/Hospitality 

      Ministry .............................   Gary Tamburello 

Service Ministry ......................   Ron Richter 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

     Nursery Open       8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
 Sunday Worship              10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

IN AMERICA 

Pastor Will Storm 
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music 
Lotty Evetsz, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the April Contact is March 12. 

The flowers for our Sunday worship services are 
provided by: 
 

Flowers by Nino  281-873-6466 
5805 Chimney Rock Road  Suite C 
Houston, Texas 77081 

     Prayer List  

                                                         Happy Birthday April 

Anna Eisland 
Anne Heckman 
Carol McBride  
Carol Neal 
Chad Ferguson 
Blanca Flores 
Doris Bosse 
Doug Pfluger  
Ed Howard 

Ed Locheed 
George Evertsz 
Hope O’Pake 
Jeff Holley 
Jill Kosinski  
Jose Alcantar 
Kelly Jones 
Laura Sparks 
Liam Jones 

LuVerne Blanc 
Marilyn England  
Marjorie Lemire 
Matthew Counsell  
Martha Satterwhite 
Margarita Mejia 
Maxine Wilson 
Pamela Tamburello 
Peggy Brown 

Royce Brown  
Ruby 
Ryland Macomb  
Sandy Dillion 
Sarah Day 
Tammy Russell 
Wendy Gonzalez 

  5  Paige Pierce 

  6  Stuart Moen 

  7  Delores Howard 

13  Diann Phillips 

14  Jerry Hillestad 

21  Loretta Muilenburg 

21  Ted Muilenburg 

29  Linda Richter 




