Reformation

Sisters and Brothers,
At the end of October we will mark the 499th anniversary of the Reformation (from Luther’s
nailing of the 95 theses to the door of Wittenberg’s Castle Church on October 31th, 1517). This
year’s anniversary will also serve as the launching point of a year's worth of special events,
commemorations, and conversations throughout the ELCA and the global church leading up to
the big 500th anniversary next year. At MDLC, Pam has been working with people at Christ the
Servant, our sister congregation, on some opportunities to enjoy the musical legacy of the
reformation.
The events of the Reformation in the 16th century marked the beginning of a great "parting of
the ways" that led to today's multitude of denominations and church bodies. My prayer is that at
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the Holy Spirit will increase our resolve to realize
greater unity and fellowship in today's church. That work has already made tremendous
progress in the past several decades. The ELCA has achieved full communion partnerships
with six major denominational bodies in the United States: The Presbyterian Church (USA), the
Reformed Church in America, the United Church of Christ, the Episcopal Church, the Moravian
Church, and the United Methodist Church. These partnerships mean not only that we share the
Lord's Supper with one another, but also that we share conversation, collaboration in action,
and ministers. Here at MDLC, I have been reaching out to pastors at other congregations in
our area. In October, I will be hosting the first ecumenical pastor's lunch for the Memorial
area here at MDLC to see where greater collaboration and partnership can happen right
around us.
Beyond unity with other Protestant brothers and sisters, this time leading up to the
500th anniversary of the Reformation will be a time to continue to heal old wounds in the
relationship between Lutherans and Catholics. This is particularly near and dear to my own
heart as Erin, my wife, is Catholic. Together, she and I attended a Lutheran-Catholic luncheon
in May co-hosted by the ELCA Gulf Coast Synod and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston. There, Lutheran and Catholic clergy had the opportunity to talk, build
relationships, and ask one another questions. Erin has been asked to serve on a joint Lutheran
-Catholic committee that will create further opportunities like this in the coming year. LutheranCatholic dialogue at the national level in the United States has led to a document
called Declarations on the Way (which can be found for free online with a quick Google
search). On an international level, Pope Francis—himself a great proponent of unity in the
church—will be traveling to Sweden this October 31st for joint worship with representatives of
the international Lutheran World Federation.
As a congregation at Memorial Drive Lutheran Church, we are a reflection of this modern,
varied denominational landscape. Many of us come from other traditions. Some of us hold
other religious identities besides Lutheran. We all have friends and most likely relatives who
hold other faith commitments. In this year leading up to the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, let's pray for greater unity in the church and among people of all faiths, let's be
curious when we meet people with different commitments than our own, let's see if we can't
find things to work on together, let's see how the Holy Spirit might reform us all again.

Pastor Will

President’s Corner

Mike Riggs

The Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, wrote a message recently that resonated with me. She
wrote:
“Sometimes when we think about our congregations, synods or households, it is easy to view
them through a lens of scarcity. But [stories in the Bible] remind us that when we turn to God in
faith, God provides in ways beyond our imagination. In the midst of scarcity, we find
abundance. In a world where terror and cruelty proliferate, we discover seeds of hope and love.
Lutherans don’t withdraw from the world.”
It is our human nature to often see the cup as half empty. If we only had a few more dollars in
the bank, or a few more folks in the pews, think what we could do. This half- empty view
focuses both on what we don’t have and, more importantly, who we think is doing the acting
(us). The Bishop’s words remind us that when we trust God, He (not we) can turn our scarcity
into abundance. We are not the wealthiest congregation around, nor is our weekly attendance
yet rivaling Second Baptist’s. But God is at work among us – do you feel that? As our minds
and hearts turn to stewardship over the next several weeks, let our imaginations run wild as we
dream of what abundance God may have in store for us and how we may be called to use it.
And as Bishop Eaton says, we Lutherans do not hide behind our locked doors. The disciples
hid in the upper room after Christ’s crucifixion, but once the risen Lord presented Himself those
sad and scared disciples emerged, full of love and hope, to deal with the problems of their day.
We MDLC members are called to do the same, whether it is to love the unlovable, serve as
peacemakers when hate and disdain and fear are all around, or to seek justice when injustice is
the rule of the day.
Enough preaching to the choir for one Contact. I did also want to write briefly about the special
congregational meeting on October 16. Council is asking the congregation to consider
amending the MDLC governing documents in two ways. First, the Council is recommending
that the term of future Council members should be reduced from three years to two years. We
believe this will allow more of our congregation the opportunity to serve on Council and assist
with the leadership of our church. A three-year commitment may be just a bit too long, while a
one-year commitment is too short. We think two years is the right balance. And for those who
find Council a way to fulfill your call to serve, there is no limit on the number of terms one may
serve!
Second, Council is recommending that authority to approve third party use of the church
facilities be shifted from Council to Pastor. Our facilities are being used more and more by
community groups. We intend later this fall to re-think our goals and purposes for promoting
use of our facilities, and to then revise our facility use guidelines in light of those goals and
purposes. Those guidelines will be used by the Pastor in the future as he reviews facility use
requests. We think this will streamline this administrative chore and make us an even more
hospitable and welcoming church.
Please plan to attend the October 16 special congregational meeting and vote on these
proposed changes. Immediately following the special meeting, we will hold our regular October
annual meeting to elect four new Council members and the 2017 Nominating Committee.
Looking forward to seeing and hearing from you on October 16!
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Adult Education
If you've never tried Sunday morning Adult Education, please consider giving it a try! We meet at
9:15am before worship in the Office Building. We put a pot of coffee on and sometimes a box of
donuts show up. My style of leading class is conversational and relaxed. We ask questions
together, tell stories, and share our knowledge. I'm not a fan of "Sunday School answers" where I
call on people and expect you to give me the answer I am looking for. I'm interested in how we
can help one another get deeper into our faith, where it comes from, and what it means for our
lives today. From October 2nd-23rd, we will be talking about the Lord's Supper. What has the
church believed, taught, and confessed about what's happening when we receive this sacrament?
We'll walk a little through history and let the wisdom of other moments in the church inform how
we think about what we do today. On Reformation Sunday, October 30th, we will give our class
over to Martin Luther 101. Come if you need a refresher on the basics of what happened that has
us still remembering 499 years later. From November 6th-20th, we will be having our annual
stewardship campaign in the church. During these weeks, Adult Education will be given over to
three "open forums" where I will ask for feedback and conversation on various aspects of our
church life. Look for details to come in the bulletin and November Contact. During Advent,
November 27th-December 18th, we will talk about our church calendar. Come find out what all the
color changes mean, why we celebrate Christmas on December 25th, and what rhythms guide
our yearly life as a church. I hope you'll consider dropping in and learning with us!

Pastor Will
Congregational Meetings
There will be a special congregational meeting held immediately after worship service on Sunday,
October 16. At the meeting the congregation will consider amendments to the MDLC constitution
and bylaws that would (1) reduce the term of Council members from three years to two (starting
with elections in 2017), and (2) revise the procedure for approving third party requests to use the
MDLC facilities, shifting the approval authority from the Council to the senior pastor. The Council
recommends approval of these changes.
The regular October annual meeting will be held immediately upon the conclusion of the special
meeting. At the regular meeting, the only items of business will be the elections of new Council
members and next year’s Nominating Committee.

Prayer List
Chad Ferguson
Doug Pfluger
Ed Locheed
Eddie Mejia
Frances Dann
Helene Wiese
Jill Kosinscki
Jimmy Singley
Kelly Jones
Kultar Singh
Laura Sparks

LuVerne Blanc
Margarita Mejia
Marilyn England
Marjorie Lemire
Matthew Counsell
Pamela Tamburello
Pat Lynn
Royce Brown
Ryland Macomb
Sarah Day
Tammy Russell
Wendy Gonzalez

Happy Birthday
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Laura Smith
Ann Oyen
Ruth Gerum
Fred England
Pam Tett
Charles White
Clarence Zaozirny

9 Halina Weium
15 Doris Bosse
17 Doris Pierce
19 Madison Hann
19 Howard Jones
27 Terry Satterwhite
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Learning Ministry

Karen Carter
RALLY DAY

Rally Day was held at MDLC on Sunday, September 18th, with nearly a dozen youth from
MDLC attending. Although the weather was unseasonably hot, the youth were able to cool
down on a15-foot water slide while enjoying ice cream. We also managed to play several
rounds of Gaga ball in our new pit, with a few adults joining the fray! I think we may have
found a new adult ‘ringer’ within our MDLC congregation……………!

SUNDAY SCHOOL – MDLC AND CHRIST THE SERVANT COME
TOGETHER
MDLC hosted its first day of Sunday School on September 25th with lunch, fun, fellowship
and Bible study. The MDLC youth were joined by three young members of Christ the
Servant Lutheran Church and their youth pastor, J.T. In total, we had a group of about 15
youth ranging in age from 8 through 16. It was wonderful to see such strong participation in
our new Sunday School program, which will meet bi-weekly from 12:00 – 2:30 PM for
fellowship, fun, Bible study and community service. Our next meeting will be Sunday,
October 9th.

MDLC Youth Schedule
October 9th (Sunday) – Learning, Fellowship, Service
October 23rd (Sunday) - Off-site day. Location TBD.
October 27th (Thursday) - The mosques throughout Houston will hold Open House
nights to teach the community about the Muslim faith. This will be an MDLC-wide
event and we encourage the youth to participate, if possible.
November 6th (Sunday) – Learning, Fellowship, Service
November 13th (Sunday) – Confirmation for Lily Olschimke and Luke Whitefield. No
planned youth events, but we encourage the youth to attend the service in support of
their peers.
November 20th (Sunday) – Decorating the MDLC sanctuary for Advent with MDLC
congregation.
December 4th – Learning, Fellowship, Service
December 13th (Tuesday) – The MDLC Chrismon Open House. We do not have firm
plans for the youth, but we did want to give you a ‘heads up’ in the event you’d be able
to participate in some way.
December 10th or 17th - Youth Christmas party with scavenger hunt and white
elephant gift exchange to be held at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church. Christmas
caroling at Tremont may also be part of the activities. The exact date of this event will
be determined shortly and communicated via a separate e-mail.
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Care Ministry

Karen Whitefield

When I first started coming to MDLC, I was very interested in learning more about the Stephen
Ministry I saw advertised in the pews. For years I kept this ministry in mind and hoped that one
day I could be a part of it. I attended a week-long Stephen Leader training conference in July,
and now I am equipped to train and support a Stephen Ministry at MDLC. I wanted to share
with you my goals for achieving an active, Christ-centered care ministry through the timeline
below.
Rejuvenation of MDLC's Stephen Ministry Timeline
October—Build awareness about Stephen Ministry
November-December— Reach out to individuals to train and serve as Stephen Ministers
January—Begin Stephen Minister training sessions
June—Begin connecting care receivers with Stephen Ministers
July-onward-Monthly— Supervision meetings to provide support and continuing education to
Stephen Ministers
After consulting with Pastor Storm and Mike Riggs, the decision was made to consider the
Care Ministry as an organization of MDLC, rather than a committee, but that the Care Ministry
will report monthly to council and the possibility of revising the status is open.
In addition to the Stephen Ministry, I would like to organize group prayer meetings, making
time for us to pray for the needs of our congregation and community.
I have been consulting with Pastor Storm about having some prayer services during the week.
Fast fact about Stephen Ministry and times of personal prayer-all information shared during these times is completely confidential. Personal privacy is regarded as sacred. Complete
confidentiality is the foundation of Stephen Ministry as well as times of personal prayer
shared with two or more people.
I feel called very strongly to build upon the gifts I see in our congregation, and while at times
the tasks at hand and the situations I find myself in are not comfortable, I truly believe that caring for others and praying for them is a necessity for the challenges of our daily lives and especially in times of crisis and loss. Please pray for this ministry-for those who will provide
Christian care and those who receive it.

Galatians 6:2 ESV

"Bear one another's burdens, and
so fulfill the law of Christ."
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Worship Leaders
Please
volunteer:
Worship

October 2

October 9

October 16

October 23

October 30

Assisting
Minister

Linda Richter

Marilyn
Mekala

Angela
Richter

Karen
Whitefield

Erin Storm

Acolyte

Paige Pierce

Luke
Whitefield

Lector

Jane
Brownlee

Karen Carter

Mike Riggs

Erin Storm

Jane
Brownlee

Communion
Server

Angela
Richter

Doris Bosse

Elaine Riggs

John
McMurray

Doris Bosse

Usher

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Jay Etheredge Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Greeter

Carolyn
White

Doris Bosse

Barbara Elrod

Ellen Carter

Altar Guild

Mary and
Laura
Lemburg

Mary and
Laura
Lemburg

Elaine and
Mike Riggs

Counter

Flowers

Pat Pfluger

Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter
Ann &Odd
Eisland

Doris Bosse

Nancy and Bill
Morgan

Elaine and
Mike Riggs

Ellen Carter

We need you! Let the Worship & Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream
for you and become a worship participant on Sunday mornings!
Please check your schedule for available Sundays to be able to become
one of the following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion
Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.
Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex. Please sign up. We really need you!
Thank you!
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Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

We Come to You for Healing, Lord
Dear Friends:
As we journey through the fall, there are a number of wonderful festivals in the church calendar.
At the end of September we had St. Michael and All Angels on September 29. At the end of
October we have Reformation Sunday on October 30. Sandwiched between those two days is
St. Luke the Evangelist on October 18. Luke is identified as the doctor among the disciples, so
some churches will sometimes have a service of healing in October.
In our hectic daily lives, a service of healing can be a welcome
addition. One thing to remember is that healing is needed in a
variety of areas, as many need physical, psychological, and
emotional healing.
Many recently published worship books have included a service
of healing. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW),
is no exception. The healing service can be found in ELW on
page 276. In this order we have prayers of intercession, the
actual laying on of hands, a blessing, and the sharing of the
peace.
The order of healing is an expression of worship of the church’s
ministry of healing. Here all who sense the need for God’s
healing in any aspect of their lives may join in prayer for others
and themselves. Here each person may come to receive a
word of blessing and prayer. Here each one may also receive a
physical gesture of healing: the laying on of hands, which may
be accompanied by anointing of oil. These signs, first given in
baptism, tell us again that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked forever with the cross of Christ, who is health and
salvation for the whole world.
In its ministry of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of God that come through the
scientific community nor does it promise a cure. (It is important to remember that there is a
distinction between healing and curing.) But it is also important to recognize those who have
served in the medical community. We will do that at MDLC on October 16, since that is the
closest Sunday to October 18.
The church offers and celebrates gifts such as these: God’s presence
with strength and comfort in time of suffering, God’s promise of
wholeness and peace, and God’s love embodied in the community of
faith.
It is a marvelous gift that the service of healing provides. As we
continue to have services of healing, in our broken world, this service
offers a tangible way that we can experience God’s comfort,
wholeness, peace and love.
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Stewardship Program
The theme of this year’s giving campaign is Let’s Celebrate.
Let us celebrate all that the Lord has done for us and what we
can do for Him at MDLC. Starting November 6th and ending
with Celebration Sunday on November 20th, you will have the
opportunity to hear some of our newest members give temple
talks on why they became members of Memorial Drive. You
will also get to hear from Pastor about the exciting
opportunities at MDLC for growth and how you can be
involved, not only with your generous support but by being a
part of programs designed for us to grow in the Lord.
On each of these three Sundays you will also have the opportunity to speak with the
leaders of the different ministries at MDLC as they will be available to answer any
questions about what these ministries do and how you can get involved. Our stewardship
focus will conclude on Celebration Sunday, when you will bring your pledges forward to be
placed on the altar for the next year so we can plan on what we can do as a congregation
for 2017. Then we will culminate with a celebration luncheon on November 20th with
surprises and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall after worship.

Our Treemont Worship Community
On the second Monday of every month at 10:30am, Pastor Will and Mary Hodde host a worship
service for the residents of Treemont Retirement Community. With an average attendance of 15-20,
we sing hymns, hear the word, pray together, and receive communion. Several members of MDLC
are in attendance, along with some folks from Christ the Servant, and others who are hungry for
prayer and God's presence in their life. We always have a blast! You are welcome to join us any
time. I know the residents would love it!
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MAM Back-to-School Program Successful
Memorial Assistance Ministries (MAM) set a goal of assisting 200,000 students in local area
schools with school uniforms this year. Many of our members contributed to this program and
our combined donations resulted in our church sending a check for $1,465.00 to MAM at the beginning of September. Thank you, MDLC! Children meeting MAM’s requirements (in the school
lunch program) will receive a $50.00 gift certificate to local area stores for school uniforms, shoes
and socks.
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church was one of MAM’s founders back in the 1960’s and we continue
to participate in their board of church representatives. Through the years, many MDLC members
have volunteered at MAM, including at the re-sale shop. MAM’s re-sale shop made over a million dollars last year which were then recycled into various programs for the community including
GED classes, English as a 2nd language, case management, transportation, medical care, mental
health counseling, employment services, financial education and counseling, citizenship classes,
and free tax preparation. Programs and the re-sale shop are located at 1625 Blalock Road.
Their calendar of daily services/classes may be found on-line at maministries.org.

DIFFERENT FOODS ARE SUGGESTED FOR THE FOOD PANTRY!
Please put monthly contributions to Augustana Lutheran Church’s Food Pantry on your calendar in our Narthex as you enter our church, there is a large standing wooden piece of furniture with two large drawers/bins . One of these is labeled for contributions to Augustana’s
Food Pantry. Place your contributions into the bin. MDLC has supported this food pantry
for at least 20 plus years. As time goes by, the neighborhood supported by the food pantry
has changed. For many years foods such as rice, beans and peanut butter were the basics
that they needed.
However, times have changed and now Augustana mainly feeds the homeless.
Please bring foods that can readily be opened and eaten immediately such as those in poptop cans and store zip lock single containers, i.e. single servings of tuna. The homeless are
usually hungry and may not have the means to cook larger amounts of food. Our contributions of rice and beans may not work for them.
Suggestions for food pantry contributions include pop-top fruits and vegetables and meats,
small servings of apple sauce or mixed fruits. Any individually wrapped nutritious foods
would be appropriate including peanut butter crackers. Candy and sweets and soft drinks
are not suggested.

MDLC FINANCIAL SECTION
Revenue
Expenses
Profit/(Loss)

Actual
$242,506
$219,016
$ 23,490

Budget
$222,593
$215,301
$ 7,292
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-6206

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
For (name): __________________________________

Prayer Request Card
Date:__________

Need: _______________________________________________________
Surgery ( ) Treatment ( ) Recuperating ( ) Other __________________
Requested by:_________________________________________________
Relationship: __________________________________________________
Requester’s Phone:_____________________________________________

The deadline for submission of information for the November Contact is October 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA

STAFF
Pastor Will Storm
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music

CHURCH COUNCIL
President ···························
Vice President ........................
Secretary ................................
Treasurer ................................
Worship & Music Ministry .......
Support Ministry......................
Learning Ministry ....................
Service & Fellowship Ministry .
Property Ministry.....................
Communications Ministry .......
Outreach Ministry ...................

Mike Riggs
Karen Carter
Marshall Wegner
Linda Richter
Joyce Kennedy
Gary Tamburello
Karen Carter
Ruth Gerum
Stuart Moen
Doris Bosse
Ron Richter
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