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Pastor’s Page
Greetings to you all, my new brothers and sisters in Christ!
I feel so blessed to be beginning my ministry here at Memorial Drive Lutheran
Church! Already in my first days here, I have seen how much love and dedication
there is for this church among you all. God has truly blessed Memorial Drive with
a faithful and hard-working congregation.
In Genesis 28 and 32, we hear about two intense nights for the patriarch Jacob.
The first is a heavenly vision of glory, a stairway connecting heaven and earth.
The second is a fitful night spent wrestling with God. Both stories end with Jacob
proclaiming God’s presence with him, “Surely the Lord is in this place!” and “I saw
God face to face”. In both stories, Jacob gets up in the morning and celebrates
these places as holy spaces where he encountered the living God.
I know that this congregation has had its fair share of dreams and struggles
during these last few months—visions of a new leader and what the future holds
for this church, struggles together over what the next phase of God’s mission in
this community might be and how to bridge a gap in leadership. I have also had
my own dreams and struggles about where my gifts for ministry could best be
used and what God had in store for Erin’s and my future. Like dreams, this
transition has been many things—joyous and scary, imaginative and strange,
surprising and memorable. Yet in this mixture of feelings, God has truly been
present with us all.
As I begin my ministry here, it seems right to take a moment, like Jacob, and
celebrate God’s presence and activity in our lives and in the life of this
congregation through this process. I especially thank God for the strong
leadership in this congregation, for the hard work of the call committee, especially
Karen Whitefield, and the council, especially Mike Riggs, for Pastor Kelly’s
wonderful interim ministry, for Pam and Lotty, who are both so dedicated and
talented, and for all of you in the various ways you served Christ and his church
during this time.
The ideas, questions, challenges, and hopes that have been unearthed in this
process are ones that we would be wise to lift up and pay close attention to as we
move forward. They are the missions God is calling us to enact, the hurts God is
calling us to heal, and the opportunities for growth that God is calling us to
experience. How delighted I am to shepherd this congregation and be present in
these places with you all where God is already working. Surely the Lord is in this
place!

Pastor Will Storm

Worship & Music Ministry

Joyce Kennedy

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION SUNDAY
MAY 15TH POTLUCK AFTER CHURCH
Our fourth annual recognition of the volunteers for
Worship and Music Participants will be after the
Pentecost Church Services on May 15th. There are
many individuals who give of their talents and gifts to
minister to His church. This is a very important
ministry for our church. Many new volunteers have
been trained since last year. You’ve already seen some
and you’ll see more to come in the near future. Thank
you to our Altar Guild, Bell Choir, Parish Choir, Youth
Choir, special musicians, acolytes, lectors, ushers,
greeters, communion servers, and flower contributors.
There are many ‘behind the scene’ volunteers that take
it upon themselves to fulfill a need seen and unseen.

Give unto the Lord, O you mighty ones, Give
unto the Lord glory and strength. Give unto
the Lord the glory due to His name; Worship
the Lord in “the beauty of holiness”.
Psalm 29 v: 1-2
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President’s Corner

Mike Riggs
It is May 1 – the season and the year continues to
fly along. If you have not been to church the last
week or two, you will have missed welcoming
Pastor Will Storm as our new senior pastor and
shepherd. I won’t bias you by saying how
gracious, loving, intelligent, God-following, tall,
and musically-talented Pastor Will is – you will
need to come to services to check him out for
yourself. Will’s first day in the office was April 18
and his first day in the MDLC pulpit was April 24.
So his feet are now wet, he is beginning to learn
more of what MDLC has been and what we are
today, and he is starting to brainstorm where we
might go in the future.

That is exciting! WELCOME PASTOR WILL!
And if you have not yet met Erin Storm, you are in for another treat: Erin has also graduated
from seminary, is gracious and loving as well (though not quite so tall as her husband), and is
exploring how she can use her gifts and passions among us and in this community.
WELCOME ERIN!
Speaking of welcoming, the March Lutheran, which is now called Living Lutheran, had a series
of articles on what it means to be a welcoming congregation. The articles were enlightening,
and Council has begun to discuss what we may learn from them. Most all of us think of MLDC
as welcoming – look at the warmth of our giving of the peace each Sunday. But not
surprisingly, “welcoming” may be in the eyes of the beholder, that visitor walking through our
doors for the first or second time. If he or she does not feel welcomed, then regardless of our
best intentions they may leave feeling hollow. To ensure we are welcoming to the newcomer,
we must be mindful of the needs of the visitor and take our cues from them.
Sounds complicated, doesn’t it! We cannot be all things to all people, and that might be the
very first rule of being welcoming: be true to whom we are as Lutherans, folks who have put
our trust in and rely on God’s loving grace. Welcoming congregations are inclusive,
understanding that not everyone has grown up Lutheran, or knows the liturgy, or perhaps even
knows Christ. Such people are still children of God and our brothers and sisters – make them
feel at home as best we can.
Welcoming congregations don’t limit to whom they extend their hospitality, inviting in those of
different races, nationalities, family and work backgrounds, and sexual preference or identity.
Jesus sat at the well with the Samaritan woman, teaching her, loving her, and welcoming her
as part of God’s family. Jesus and the Samaritan woman were of different genders, different
nationalities, and very different backgrounds, in a time and place where cultural norms could
not countenance their interaction. Jesus disregarded all of that. The Samaritan woman went
home feeling whole, not hollow.
Jesus shows us what it means to be welcoming. And the Holy Spirit will empower us to open
our doors and our hearts to all that walk through them. As we welcome Will and Erin, let’s be
on the look-out in the weeks and months ahead: when visitors come to call, let’s greet them,
love them, listen to and take our cues from them, showing the hospitality that brings
wholeness!
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Outreach Ministry

Ron Richter

The Fruits and Vegetables of the Holy Spirit
While researching the biology of fruit, I wondered where there was a
reference to fruit in the bible and found the fruit of the Holy Spirit.
“But the fruit of the Sprit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, against such things
there is no law.” - Galatians 5:22-23
I then looked at the biology of the vegetables and wondered if there was any reference of
vegetables to the Holy Spirit. Sorry to say, there is no reference to this in the Bible; but I found
an article on Google called “Vegetables of the Spirit” by Dan R. Dick. It gave me a new
perspective of things that need to be considered, so I would like to share it with you.
As kids growing up, our favorite dish at dinner was dessert, which was sweet and pleasing and
always put a smile on my face. But I would always have to wait until all the vegetables were
eaten. I would ask my mother “Why?” and her reply was “Because it is good for you.” I did not
like the taste and my mom would say you have to sometimes swallow food that does not taste
good in order to get the sweet reward at the end. The Bible does not come out and tell us what
the vegetables of the Holy Spirit are; but there are references to what God expects of us as his
people. They are the following:
Duty— Doing what is right even if it is difficult
Commitment— Doing the hard jobs as well as those we like
Justice— Helping the poor and exploited
Perseverance— Never give up even if it is difficult
Mercy— Giving people what God wants which is Grace
Sacrifice— Giving instead of receiving; moving you from the center of the universe to
God being the center
Compassion— Being empathetic, understanding and working to help others
Tolerance— Respecting each other and working together even if we disagree on
some things
Accountability— Holding one another to promises we make to each other and God
This year, the council has decided that it is important as a church community to have every
member participate, using their time and talent in a ministry. We may find some of the
vegetables not to our liking, but in order for us to grow in our faith and our church to grow, we
need to add more veggies to the fruit. Someone from the council will be contacting you soon to
participate in one of the ministries, if you are not already involved. It is a new beginning for
MDLC and an exciting time. So prayerfully consider what you are called to do as a child of God.
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SAVE THE DATE!
All are welcome to attend the installation and reception of

Pastor William M. Storm
Sunday, June 19th—3:00 PM
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024

MDLC FINANCIAL SECTION
MDLC Financial Position as of April 15, 2016
Actual
Revenue

Budget

$113,847

$93,906

Expenses

76,950

82,832

Profit/(Loss)

36,897

11,074

Prayer List
Alvaro Betancur
Carol McBride
Carol Neal
Chad Ferguson
Doris Bosse
Doug Pfluger
Ed Locheed
Eddie Mejia
Helene Wiese
Jill Kosinski
Jimmy Singley
Kelly Jones
Laura Sparks
Loretta Muilenburg
Lorrella Cobb

LuVerne Blanc
Marilyn England
Marjorie Lemire
Matthew Counsell
Matthew Peschel
Megan Wyatt
Pamela Tamburello
Pat Lynn
Pat Pfluger
Rollie Weium
Royce Brown
Sarah Day
Tammy Russell
Verleen Peden
Steven Etheredge

Happy Birthday
May
5 Margaret Dosch
10 Angela Richter
15 Leslie Pierce
15 Helen Schauer
18 Agnes Barrett
22 Rickie Hughes
26 Ronnie Mekala
27 Melvin Dosch
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Worship Leaders
Please
volunteer:
Worship
Participants

May 1

May 8
Mother’s Day

May 15
Pentecost

May 22

May 29

Assisting
Minister

Joyce Kennedy

John McMurray

Hub Tett

Linda Richter

Joyce Kennedy

Acolyte

Luke Whitefield

Dillon Carter

Luke Whitefield

Alessandra
Carter

Paige Pierce

Lector

Jo Ann Peschel

Joyce Kennedy

Karen Carter

Mike Riggs

Jo Ann Peschel

Communion
Server

Angela Richter

Doris Bosse

Karen Whitefield

Doris Bosse

Angela Richter

Usher

Charles
Blankenhorn

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Jay Etheredge

Greeter

Mary Hodde

Barbara Elrod

Ellen Carter

Nancy McMurray

Jane Brownlee

Altar Guild

Joyce Kennedy

Elaine and Mike
Riggs

Mary & Laura
Lemburg

Tomiko MitaMayo

Joyce Kennedy

Counter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Flowers

The Morgan
Family

Altar Guild

Altar Guild

Doris Bosse

Marilyn Mekala

We need you! Let the Worship & Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong
dream for you and become a worship participant on Sunday
mornings! Please check your schedule for available Sundays to be
able to become one of the following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and
Money Counter. Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex. Please sign up.
We really need you! Thank you!
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Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

Why an Installation?
As we enter the month of May, the community at Memorial Drive Lutheran Church has just
begun its work in ministry with Pastor Will Storm. He has already been ordained and in June
he will be installed. But some may wonder why we have an installation outside of the regular
Sunday morning worship.
An installation is a festival service, very often taking place during a time other than the
regular Sunday morning worship. Rostered leaders are invited to attend, robe, and be
involved in the worship service. Since other church leaders are serving their parishes on
Sunday mornings, an afternoon service time makes it possible for them to participate.
When a pastor is installed, there are certain items that appear in the service. The actual rite
of installation takes place within the context of a full Eucharistic service, following the sermon
and the hymn of the day. The following points are very often included:
A presentation of the installed, with reference to that person’s appointment
A description of the position that person will be filling, with passages from the New
Testament related to ministry within the church
Questioning of the installee, regarding their faith and intentions
Questioning of the people assembled, regarding their willingness to work with the
installee
Announcement of installation and the acclamation of the community
Blessing of the installee
Prayers for the work of the installee, the organization, and the whole church
This service is not just for “show,” but form and content will do several things:
It will provide an opportunity for the congregation to reaffirm its mission, since that is
implied in the description of the position, and often stated in the prayers.
It will recognize and honor the work of those who sought out a person who could honestly
and capably make the promises included in the service.
It will affirm the mutuality of the relationship between the person being installed and the
people present at the installation—other staff, church council and other leaders in the
church.
It will declare that God and the church are intimately involved and interested in the work
of the person and the congregation. The prayers, once more, will reinforce that the
interest is on-going.
The installation marks a beginning of a relationship between pastor and congregation with
public, common affirmation and prayer. Humans seem to be created in such a way that we
are moved by ritual. Having the rite of installation does cement the relationship of the pastor
with others and involves the congregation as an active participant in that process.
Grace and Peace,
Pamela Tamburello
Source: “What Is an Installation Service and Why Should We Do One?” by the Rev. Dr. Mark
W. Oldenburg, Lutheran Services of America.
9

IT IS ALL ABOUT GOD!!!
The Flower Chart is posted at the narthex.
Sundays in May are available as well as
Sundays for the rest of the year. Please sign-up
for one or more Sundays. The cost is $50.00 per
arrangement for either the altar or pedestal.
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Lutherhill Serve/Work Day
Lutherhill’s summer season is coming soon and help is needed to prepare the camp
grounds and facilities for the over 1,000 campers expected during the summer
months. Lutherhill has scheduled its annual serve/work day for Saturday, May 7. There
will be a wide range of projects to choose from, including mulching, cleaning and
organizing.
Work projects will begin at 9 am and continue until noon. Breakfast will be served at the
dining hall starting at 8 am, with lunch served at 12:30 pm. Certain work projects may
continue for an hour or so after lunch, and the pool will be open to all starting at about
2:30 pm.
Lutherhill is a wonderful ministry, and a couple of hours of work there goes a long way in
beautifying the already terrific grounds.
Anyone who is interested in serving on this day should “RSVP” by phoning 979-249-3232
(the camp office) or emailing office@lutherhill.org (the “RSVP” helps the camp know how
much breakfast/lunch to arrange). If you would like to head out early (Friday evening),
Lutherhill is making its cabins available for overnighters – check-in for overnight guests is
from 6 to 8 pm on Friday, May 6, with campfire and s’mores at 8:30 pm).

What is your story?
Our scriptures are filled with people’s stories—stories of triumph and defeat, of overcoming odds and becoming new people. God works through our stories and gives each of us unique
ways to praise and serve God through our lives. Join Pastor
Will for a new six week Adult Education Class which will
meet Sundays at 9:15am before Sunday worship in the Luther
Room of the Office Building from May 8th–June 12th as we
explore our own Spiritual Autobiographies and how God
works through our stories. Whether you know your story well,
feel there is nothing special in your story, or struggle to put your story together, you are
welcome! And know that you will never be asked to share more with the class than you
are comfortable with.
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-6206

The deadline for submission of information for the June Contact is June 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA

STAFF
Pastor Will Storm
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music

CHURCH COUNCIL
President ···························
Vice President ........................
Secretary ................................
Treasurer ................................
Worship & Music Ministry .......
Support Ministry......................
Learning Ministry ....................
Service & Fellowship Ministry .
Property Ministry.....................
Communications Ministry .......
Outreach Ministry ...................

Mike Riggs
Karen Carter
Marshall Wegner
Linda Richter
Joyce Kennedy
Gary Tamburello
Karen Carter
Ruth Gerum
Stuart Moen
Doris Bosse
Ron Richter
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