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Sisters and Brothers, 
 

I have truly enjoyed talking with so many of you in the past month. It has been my pleasure 
to hear so many of your stories, ideas, and passions. God has certainly poured out many 
gifts on the people at Memorial Drive!  
 

One thing that has stood out to me in these conversations is a readiness, even eagerness, 
to look to the future and what is next for Memorial Drive. I have heard your thoughts about 
expanding or improving our ministries and your openness to what God’s mission for us 
might be. Please know that as I listen to you all and learn about this congregation, I am also 
taking time to pray and discern about what I hear and see. My prayer is to lead this 
congregation in a way that is faithful to God’s desires for us. I hope you will join me in 
praying that God’s will would be done in our mission here.  
 

In the midst of this discernment, I have found myself thinking of the story of Nehemiah from 
the Hebrew scriptures. The story opens as the Israelites have been released from captivity 
in Babylon and allowed to return to their homeland in Palestine. When they arrive in 
Jerusalem they find the city in disrepair and many start to despair. But God puts a prayer in 
Nehemiah’s heart to see the city restored to something even greater than its former glory. 
Nehemiah wrangles the Israelites together and employs their skills, resources, and labor in a 
cooperative effort to rebuild the city walls. 
 

Sometimes the story people tell me about Memorial Drive sounds a bit like the Israelites’ 
story. I hear the pain of the losses this congregation has sustained in the past. Yet, the 
prayer in my heart is that the best days of this congregation are still ahead. Like Nehemiah 
and the Israelites, my hope is that we can work together with our many skills and resources 
and build a church that will serve the next generation of people who need the love of God in 
their lives.  
 

So, like Nehemiah, I want to get a better sense of where we are as a congregation right 
now. What are our gifts and resources? What are our hopes and dreams? What are we 
willing to work for together? Where is God calling us? To help me ask and answer these 
questions, I am asking everyone in the congregation to participate in focus groups this 
summer. In each of these focus groups, I will meet with 6-8 people for an hour and a half of 
conversation about the mission of Memorial Drive Lutheran Church. The groups will be 
hosted in member’s homes at various times from mid-June through July. Sign up sheets for 
the events will be available in the narthex starting this month.  
 

As your pastor, I ask that you would make every effort to attend one of these events. This 
process, like the mission of this church, is something that we all must do together. I would 
like for everyone in the congregation, whether you have been a member from the beginning 
or just started attending, to have an opportunity to have a voice in this process and also to 
hear the voices of others.  
 

May God bless our conversations and make them fruitful!  
 

Pastor Will Storm 



 2 

 

 

President’s Corner                        Mike Riggs 

From the Council President 
 
By the time you are reading this edition of the Contact, school will be (or soon will be) out for 
the summer, days will be warmer, and vacation and holiday trips will be right around the 
corner.  A time for relaxing, recreating, and re
-charging.  Nice ….  But though summer is 
here, there is a lot going on at MDLC. 
 
Have you seen the new gaga ball pit at the 
edge of the parking area.  It was really used 
for the first time May 15

th
, and we discovered 

we have some skilled players – and a few 
highly competitive ones.  Gaga can be 
played by all ages and is a lot of fun – if you 
don’t believe me, ask one of our young folks, as they will be glad to explain the rules! 
 
Pastor Will’s installation is this month.  Please circle June 19

th
 on your calendar and plan to 

attend the 3:00 installation service if you are able.  Bishop Mike will be preaching, and we all 
have the honor and privilege of participating in Pastor Will’s official blessing as our shepherd.  
I am sure Pam has a surprise or two in store for the worship service, and our Service and 
Fellowship ministry will have plenty of tasty and tempting treats for us to enjoy afterwards. 
 
Have you noticed how many community groups and individuals are making use of our 
facilities?  Ron Richter’s community garden is literally blossoming before our eyes!  We have 
yoga and karate instructors teaching classes on site, and we continue to have square 
dancers and others use the Fellowship Hall regularly.  Every other week we are hosting a 
group of Lutherans who conduct worship in their native tongue – Swahili.  They provide a 
translator, so if you are interested in a different type of service that worships the very same 
Lord, check out one of their services this summer.  We currently have a Swedish class being 
taught at MDLC as well.  If any of these sound appealing, please reach out to our facility 
users – many of them have told us they would be pleased if MDLC members participated in 
their activities.  
  
Have you sat in on Pastor Will’s adult Sunday School yet?  If not, then you don’t know what 
you are missing.  What PK started – thinking, listening, and lots of opportunity for questions 
and conversation – Pastor Will is continuing.  He has started off by asking us to consider our 
individual spiritual autobiographies.  Sounded daunting at first, but Will is helping us see that 
we each have our own story – one that we actually can tell.   
 
And if this is not enough, we are inviting everyone to attend a one-evening focus group in 
June or July, where Pastor Will intends to listen to us share our hopes and dreams and fears 
and concerns about MDLC and our visions for the future.  Read more about this in Pastor 
Will’s article in this Contact issue.   
   
This is shaping up to be a good summer – come share it with all of us! 
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12 Pam & Hub Tett 

15 Halina & Rollie Weium 

20 Karen & Chris Whitefield 

29 Nancy & John McMurray 

29 Linda & Ron Richter 

 

Ashraf Vijju   
Bob Manuel 
Carol Neal 
Chad Ferguson  
Debbie Gildersleeve  
Dianne Barr-Cole  
Doug Pfluger 
Ed Locheed 
Eddie Mejia 
Frances Dann  
Helene Wiese  
Jill Kosinscki 
Jimmy Singley 
Kelly Jones 
Kultar Singh 
Laura Sparks  

 

LuVerne Blanc  
Margarita Mejia 
Marilyn England    
Marjorie Lemire  
Matthew Counsell  
Pamela Tamburello 
Pat Lynn 
Rollie Weium 
Royce Brown 
Ryland Macomb 
Sarah Day 
Steven Etheredge 
Tammy Russell 
Kelly Bosse 

 

 

Happy Birthday 
June 

Happy Anniversary   
June       

Prayer List  

MDLC FINANCIAL SECTION 
                                                   Actual                       Budget 
  
Revenue                                  $140,776                    $120,185 
  
Expenses                                 $100,677                    $106,221 
  
Profit/(Loss)                              $ 40,099                     $ 13,964 
 

                             Information as of May 15, 2016 

    4  Robert Richter 

  6  Marshall Wegner 

  8  Elizabeth England 

  8  Chris Whitefield 

  8  Karen Whitefield 

10  Paul Beveridge 

16  Leah Hartwig 

25 Janet Zaozirny 

 

The next Worship and 
Music Team Meeting will 
be August 21st after 
church in the sanctuary. 
NOTE: No meetings in 
June or July 2016.  
Thank you. 
 

Joyce M. Kennedy 

This Christian Life 

Stories of Lives Interrupted by Christ  
 

The NPR show “This American Life” brings listeners stories on a theme from the lives of ordinary Americans. 
Each episode attempts to dig deeper into people’s experiences than the regular news normally allows. In our 
worship at Memorial Drive this summer, we will bring you “This Christian Life”, stories of ordinary people’s 
extraordinary encounters with Jesus Christ in the Gospel of Luke.  
 

The hymn "Rise, shine, you people" proclaims: "Christ the Lord has entered our human story...He comes to 
us, by death and sin surrounded, with grace unbounded." This is one of the major themes in the Gospel of 
Luke. Here, Jesus proclaims the outpouring of God’s abundant grace to many whose lives seem anything but 
grace-filled. He meets people who can’t escape their past, who have been cut off from those around them, 
who are looking for purpose, or whose lives are so busy they never find any rest. Jesus interrupts these 
stories with God’s grace and changes their direction with forgiveness, healing, hope, and peace.  
 

Join us for worship this summer as we encounter Christ who enters our human story, interrupting destructive 
patterns with his unbounded grace! Look for more details in the weekly bulletin.  
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We need you!  Let the Worship & Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong 
dream for you and become a worship participant on Sunday 
mornings!  Please check your schedule for available Sundays to be 
able to become one of the following— Usher, Assisting Minister, 
Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and 
Money Counter. Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  
We really need you!  Thank you!                                                                                                      

Worship Leaders  

Please 
volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 

June 5 June 12 
June 19 

Father’s Day 
June 26 

Assisting  
Minister 

Joyce Kennedy Karen Whitefield Gary Tamburello John McMurray 

Acolyte  Luke Whitefield  Kennedy Havens 

Lector Janet Zaozirny Joyce Kennedy Mike Riggs Jo Ann Peschel 

Communion  
Server 

Angela Richter Doris Bosse Elaine Riggs Doris Bosse 

Usher Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 
Charles 

Blankenhorn 

Greeter Pat Pfluger Doris Bosse Barbara Elrod Nancy McMurray 

Altar Guild Joyce Kennedy 
Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 

Elaine and Mike 

Riggs  

Tomiko Mita-

Mayo 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 

Flowers Laura Smith Doris Bosse Karen Whitefield 
Nancy and John 

McMurray 
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Director of Church Music       Pamela Tamburello 

Dear Friends: 
As we move into the summer, the year in the Church 
makes a shift, much like the “real world” that 
transitions into the summer/vacation months.   Having 
celebrated the Day of Pentecost on May 15

th
 and The 

Holy Trinity on May 22
nd

, we have entered the “Time 
after Pentecost.” 
 
The changes in our climate are somewhat mirrored in 
this season.  While the weeks of summer witness the 
warming of the earth, it contrasts to the cooler days of 
winter.  Hildegard of Bingen, the twelfth-century 
monastic theologian and horticulturist, spoke of God’s 
greening power evident in summer’s trees laden with 
growing fruit and Christ united in a trinity of living, 
breathing, potent life.  God’s greatest desire, she 
suggested, was to bring “green-ness” to all things that 
could be seen as lacking and barren.  To say the 
least, summer was—for this medieval nun—a time 
marked by the natural grace of warmth and growth.  
The gardener in many of us might agree. 
 
The Church during this time reflects the themes of 
“green-ness” and growth.  The color in the Sanctuary 
is green, with the exception of festivals during this 
season.  Some congregations encourage their 
members to bring their home-grown flowers and 
plants to the church on Saturday evening or early 
Sunday morning to be placed as arrangements at the 
entrance, around the font, next to the place of the 
word, and near the altar/table.  With this simple 
practice, the gifts of the earth and human labor adorn 
the space and demonstrate a community’s desire to 
see its own gifts shared with everyone present.  When this is done, the “greening” power alive 
in an assembly’s natural surroundings serves as praise of the one “from whom all blessings 
flow” so abundantly in the days and weeks of summer. 
 
This season, being one of some length, is a time of light and growth, not only in the natural 
world that God created but also in our personal lives.  Sometimes this season of the year is 
referred to as “ordinary time” but in the lives of children, there is no ordinary time!  Help children 
discover and appreciate the world around them by displaying some of the wonders of God’s 
world on a “creation table” in the gathering space or another central place at home.  Encourage 
children to bring in treasures they find such as beautiful crystal rock, a feather from a visiting 
bird, or a sand-and-shell picture they have created after a trip to the beach. 
 

May this season bring God’s “green-ness” into all of our lives! 
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President ···························   Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................   Karen Carter 

Secretary ................................   Marshall Wegner 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Joyce Kennedy 

Support Ministry ......................   Gary Tamburello 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Carter 

Service & Fellowship Ministry .   Ruth Gerum 

Property Ministry .....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry .......   Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ...................   Ron Richter 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

  Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
 Sunday Worship              10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor Will Storm 
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music 

 

 

    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the July Contact is June 12. 


