Pastor’s Page
Brothers and Sisters,
I want to begin by giving one more heartfelt thank you to everyone who hosted or
participated in one of the focus groups that met throughout the months of June and
July. I cannot over-emphasize how helpful these conversations were to me as an
incoming pastor. I feel much more in touch with where the congregation is at and I feel
like I know so many of you much better now. I hope that they have been as much a
blessing to those who participated in them as they were to me.
My prayer is that these groups can become a model of how we communicate as a
congregation. I hope that as we continue to discern and work on God’s mission in this
place that we would keep talking to one another, that you would keep talking to me,
and that we could maintain an open, respectful dialogue where every voice can be
heard.
This month, I will be going back through my notes from the meetings, praying, and
summarizing what I heard to the church council. In September, I will share what I heard
with the congregation and lead us in some additional reflection on where we are at as
a congregation. I hope to see you there!
In the meantime, I want you all to know that I am available to you as your pastor. If you
want to talk about anything, tell me about hospitalization, have questions about
something in the church, are wrestling with something in your Christian faith, or just
need a prayer on a hard day--I am here. I actually love having these kinds of
conversations! Feel free to give me a call at the church office or stop by to see me. The
best days of the week for me to visit with people are Wednesdays and Thursdays. If
day time doesn’t work for you, I am always willing to figure out another time to meet or
talk.
Participating in God’s mission at MDLC is something that we all do together and it
works better when we share our hearts, our thoughts, and our lives with one another!
Let’s keep talking. Let’s walk this journey of faith together!

Pastor Will

President’s Corner

Mike Riggs

A few rambling thoughts this month as folks continue going and coming home from vacations and
other travels. We have not had a big slide in summer worship attendance – new faces continue to
grace us with their presence, and the hymn singing continues to sound beautiful! It is a joy to be
able to worship together with all of you.
With the new faces, I thought it might be helpful to mention a few ongoing events at MDLC. First,
we have a potluck following worship on the 3rd Sunday of every odd-numbered month (January,
March, May, etc). These are “low maintenance” affairs where we bring a favorite dish (or one we
have been wanting to try) and share with others. Everyone is welcome at these meals, even if they
forget their casserole on the kitchen counter! I have heard that some would like to make this a
monthly activity –please let Pastor or me know if you like my famous Calico Beans so much that
you would like potlucks every month.
Rally Day will be September 18 this year. This is when we kick off Sunday School and other fall activities. This year we are going to combine Rally Day with our annual stewardship campaign. Now
stewardship is a daily, ongoing act of faith and trust and grace, but we will focus on it in September.
More to come on this in the next few weeks.
Council is meeting for retreat in late August. We are going to be looking at our programming here
at MDLC – what we do well, what we want to start doing, and what we may want to take a break
from. If you have ideas, please grab a Council member and chat. MDLC is YOUR church – if the
Holy Spirit is pulling on your heart and mind, share with us and let’s see if we can put into action
what you are envisioning.
God is at work here, in our lives!
Your brother in Christ,
Mike Riggs
This fall you are invited to participate in “Let’s Talk!,” Pastor Will’s Sunday morning Adult Education
offering. Class begins Sunday, September 4th and will meet at 9:15 AM in the Luther Room (located in the
Office Building). Coffee and donuts will be available for those who would like to come early and chat before
things get going. Participants will have the opportunity to learn more about the Christian faith while also
having space to talk out their questions and ideas through respectful and open conversation. Topics will vary
by month and classes will be designed to stand alone. So, feel free to drop in for just one or come every
Sunday! Our first topic for this fall will be Continuity and Change: A Brief History of Christian Worship
(September 4th - September 25th).
Synod Stewardship Dinner:
Memorial Drive Lutheran will be hosting the Synod Stewardship Dinner for the Central Houston Conference
on Monday, August 29th at 7pm. At the dinner, Bishop Michael Rinehart and the synod staff will meet with
pastors and lay leaders from congregations in our area to offer their thanks for our mission support to the
Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod. Pastor Will and several council members will represent MDLC at the
event, and several women from the Service and Fellowship ministry will be providing hospitality to our
brothers and sisters from partner churches. There is so much that we can do as a church in our region, state,
and nation that we could never do alone as a congregation. Our synod is the broader network of
congregations in this region working together to support and empower one another. Synod staff also
provides many services to congregations, most recently for MDLC in assisting in the call process and finding
Pastor Will. We are blessed to be a part of a synod that is well thought of throughout the ELCA. It is a
pleasure to support this work of the church on a larger level and to host this event as the synod staff takes
the opportunity to return this thanks.
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ALTAR BREAD
(For Holy Communion)
5C. flour, sifted
1 ½ C. warm water
2 cakes active yeast

1 tsp. salt
Religious imprint or use
dough- make religious symbol

Dissolve yeast in warm water. Add sifted flour and salt; knead until smooth. Place in a bowl. Cover
and let rest. (Go back to your Confirmation Class. AT next break, when dough has doubled in size,
knead again, then divide dough in half and place in pans that have been floured ( no grease). Dip
religious imprint in flour and stamp the bread; or make religious symbols like a cross or a dove with
some of the bread dough and place on loaf. Let rise. After Confirmation Class, bake for about 4550 minutes at 350* while planning or doing an activity; or start yeast process and place in bowl to
rise before class.

MDLC FINANCIAL SECTION

Prayer List
Chad Ferguson
Doug Pfluger
Ed Locheed
Eddie Mejia
Frances Dann
Helene Wiese
Jill Kosinscki
Jimmy Singley
Kelly Jones
Kultar Singh
Laura Sparks
LuVerne Blanc
Margarita Mejia
Marilyn England
Marjorie Lemire
Matthew Counsell
Pamela Tamburello
Pat Lynn
Rollie Weium
Royce Brown
Ryland Macomb
Sarah Day
Steven Etheredge
Tammy Russell

Revenue
Expenses
Profit/(Loss)

Actual
$191,141
$157,500
$ 33,562

Budget
$172,748
$160,145
$ 12,603

Information as of July 15, 2016

Welcoming New Members
God has blessed Memorial Drive Lutheran Church richly in 2016. This
year the congregation has grown tremendously with the addition of 12
new members so far: Bob Henkelman and Kellye Carpenter; Henrike,
Lilly, Leo, and Sarah Olschimke; Charles Blankenhorn; Jim Bernhardt
and Kate Counsell; Lillie Brown; and Pastor Will and Erin Storm. In
our worship on August 28th, we will welcome 5 additional members:
Stephen, Janice, and Issabella Filbin, and Daniel and Melissa Stavinoha. After church, we will celebrate all our new members from this
year with a church potluck! Bring a dish, pull up a seat, and get to
know the newest additions to our church community!

Happy Birthday
August
4 Mary Hodde
4 Carol McBride
4 Virginia Weigelt
9 Nelda Frels
10 Devin Escamilla
14 Michael Riggs
20 Laura Lemburg

The flowers for our Sunday worship services are provided by:
Flowers by Nino
281-873-6466
5805 Chimney Rock Road
Suite C
Houston, Texas 77081
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Worship Leaders
Please volunteer:
Worship
Participants

August 7

August 14

August 21

August 28

Assisting
Minister

Linda Richter

Karen Whitefield

Hub Tett

John McMurray

Acolyte

Paige Pierce

Alessandra Carter

Luke Whitefield

Kennedy Havens

Lector

Scott Pierce

Jo Ann Peschel

Scott Pierce

Mike Riggs

Communion
Server

Angela Richter

Doris Bosse

Doris Bosse

Elaine Riggs

Usher

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Greeter

Barbara Elrod

Ellen Carter

Jean Dorow

Kellye Carpenter

Altar Guild

Mary and Laura
Lemburg

Suzanne Locheed

Elaine and Mike
Riggs

Counter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Flowers

Carol McBride

Karen & Ray
Carter

Janet & Clarence
Zaozirny

Doris Bosse

We need you! Let the Worship & Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong
dream for you and become a worship participant on Sunday
mornings! Please check your schedule for available Sundays to be
able to become one of the following— Usher, Assisting Minister,
Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member,
and Money Counter. Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex. Please
sign up. We really need you! Thank you!
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Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

Get Connected!
As we approach the month of August, the beginning of the school year will soon be upon us.
This is a great time for a fresh start! One way to start anew is to get connected by volunteering
at MDLC. There are many areas in which people can serve, but this article is about serving in
the area of Worship and Music. Many people think of serving in a choir or other ensemble, but
one can serve in worship in many ways.
For those with musical gifts, consider serving in one of these ensembles:
Parish Choir: This is the ensemble that leads worship regularly on Sunday mornings.
Rehearsals are held on Tuesday nights in the choir loft. While some members of our choir do
serve as soloists, you don’t have to be a soloist to participate.
Handbell Choir: The bell choir uses handbells and handchimes. Rehearsals are held on
Tuesday evenings in the Bell Room. The ability to read music is important, and this group is
great for those who may not be singers but would like to use other musical gifts.
Sunday School Singers: This group meets during the opening of Sunday School at 9:15 am.
During the school year, songs of the faith are learned and also presented during worship.
If music is not your “thing,” consider becoming active in a volunteer worship group. You
will be trained for any role in worship leadership. Here are worship opportunities:
Ushers/Greeters: Do you have the gift of hospitality? If you enjoy meeting and greeting, caring
for others, and generally being a great host, this is for you. Being an usher is a great way to
meet others, especially if you are new to the congregation.
Lay Readers/Lectors: If you love to read aloud, use that gift in worship! This is an opportunity
for children and adults. Those involved in this ministry help to bring God’s Word to life each and
every Sunday.
Communion Servers: This is also a marvelous way to utilize the gift of hospitality, by sharing the
bread and wine with the congregation.
Altar Guild: Do you have a passion for the worship space? By preparing the communion table
for Holy Communion, this is one way that anyone who likes to “work behind the scenes” can be
involved.
Assisting Ministers: Would you like to assist the pastor in leading worship? Assisting Ministers
are, in many ways, the voice of the congregation. They assist with the spoken and sung liturgy,
including the prayers of intercession and communion.
Acolytes-Students are all welcome to serve as acolytes! They light and extinguish the candles
as well as assist with the offering and communion.
Please consider serving this fall, whether or not it is in worship, fellowship, building and
grounds, or whatever area meets with your gifts. For groups that are involved with worship,
contact Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music (aimpam@mdlc.org) or Joyce Kennedy,
chairman of Worship and Music. But most important of all…get connected!
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-6206

The deadline for submission of information for the September Contact is August 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA

STAFF
Pastor Will Storm
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music

CHURCH COUNCIL
President ···························
Vice President ........................
Secretary ................................
Treasurer ................................
Worship & Music Ministry .......
Support Ministry......................
Learning Ministry ....................
Service & Fellowship Ministry .
Property Ministry.....................
Communications Ministry .......
Outreach Ministry ...................

Mike Riggs
Karen Carter
Marshall Wegner
Linda Richter
Joyce Kennedy
Gary Tamburello
Karen Carter
Ruth Gerum
Stuart Moen
Doris Bosse
Ron Richter
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