Pastor’s Page
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all our years away;
they lie forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

O God, our hope in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home.

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past,” ELW # 632:5-6.
Isaac Watts, writing one of our most classic hymn-texts, clearly
articulates one image of time: a line growing into the future while
it is being erased in the past. In this image God transcends time,
he can step into time wherever and whenever he chooses.
Another image is that of a circle. The writer of Ecclesiastes, 1perceives
time to be a chain of interlocking circles, cycles of divine or demonic
opportunity which repeat themselves again and again2.
Lutheran theology understands daily life to be a spiral (both line and
circle). Luther began with Saint Augustine’s concept that sin is “man
[kind] curved in on himself”3 and moved to righteousness as reversing
that curve to care for others rather than solely (or soully) for yourself.4
September begins another cycle (circle) in our Christian life (line). We begin with
“God’s Work-Our Hands” when it swings into practical action (outward spiral) Saturday, 6 September. I invite you to join us in the morning on Saturday, 6 September
for this practical ministry. On Sunday, 7 September, we will have Rally Day and the
recognition/blessing of our Education Ministries. (see page 11).

Pastor Zetto
1

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.
Ecclesiastes 1:2-11.
3
Luther paraphrasing Augustine in his Lecture Notes on Romans (1515-1516).
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4

Luther, Commentary on Romans (1545).

Pastor’s “Schedule”
2 Sep

Tue

9:00 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

6 Sep

Sat

8:30 am

“God’s Work-Our Hands” MDLC Projects—FH/playgound

7 Sep

Sun

12:00 N

Executive Committee
God’s Work–Our Hands Event

9 Sep

Tue

9:00 am
6:00 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
Synod Stewardship Event; Faith, Bellaire

11 Sep

Thu

12:00 N

Central Houston Ministerium; Augustana (713-522-8142)

15 Sep

Mon

12:00 N

CROP Committee; Interfaith Ministries (713-533-4900)

16 Sep

Tue

9:00 am
7:15 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
MDLC Council Meeting

21 Sep

Sun

12:00 N

Fellowship Potluck

22 Sep

Mon

9:00 am

BSOF Tour of Houston

23 Sep

Tue

9:00 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

28 Sep

Sun

12:00 N

Worship & Music Meeting

29 Sep

Mon

6:30 pm

Service & Fellowship Ministry Meeting

30 Sep

Tue

9:00 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

6 Oct

Tue

9:00 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

Happy Birthday
September
1 Jay Etheredge
4 Jessica Anderson
4 Doug Pierce
13 Nolan Anderson
14 Kathleen Havens
17 Nancy Morgan
21 Ronald Brownlee
21 Barbara Elrod
21 Ayako Mayo
24 Suzanne Anderson
24 Ruby Barnes
25 Jim Brown
29 Anne Heckman

Happy Anniversary
2 Doris and Bill Bosse
18 Rickie and Burt Hughes
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Sermon Topics
Worship Plans for September 2014
Pentecost
September continues the Pentecost season during which we read Matthew’s Gospel in order,
beginning with Chapter 10. Pentecost is about how Christians “act out” their Christian faith.
Matthew uses the vocabulary of “discipleship.” The color is green for growing – the seed that has
been planted by the Spirit’s grace in Holy Baptism (Pentecost) is now developing into a fruitful
plant in God’s Discipling Garden. In September we have an opportunity to celebrate one of those
disciples, Saint Matthew the Gospel Writer. JOIN US!

7 Sep – Pentecost 13 (green) – “Not Alone”

Matthew 18:20

14 Sep – Holy Cross Day (red) – “Faith-Full Foolishness”

I Corinthians 1:18

21 Sep – Saint Matthew (red) – “On Call”

Matthew 9:9

28 Sep – Pentecost 16 (green) – “Absolute Authority”

Matthew 21:23

5 Oct – Pentecost 17 (green) – “Parable: Vineyard”

Matthew 21:43

12 Oct – Pentecost 18 (green) – “Parable: Wedding Banquet” Matthew 22:1-2
19 Oct – Pentecost 19 (Green) – “Taxes in Texas”

Matthew 22:21

26 Oct – Reformation Sunday (Red) – “Hanging Tight”

Matthew 22:40

Jesus: “The light of the Empty Tomb”
Are you unable to be at church?
Pastor Zetto will be glad to commune you at home.
Call the church office (713-468-9443) or Pastor at home (281-599-0885).
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Pastor’s corner

An Invitation from the ELCA
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, has invited us into a discussion of how congregations invite and
include people into the presence of Christ in Holy Communion.
The particular emphasis is on the phrasing of such invitations and the practices to
which that phrasing is connected.
The ELCA’s official Policy Document, “The Use of the Means of Grace,” 1997, is
quite succinct:
Admission to the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, presented through
the Church to those who are baptized.
The Use of the Means of Grace, # 37.
The ELCA is a blending (1988) of three Lutheran church bodies, each having a
previous church history, especially in communion practices.
We want to talk about the dynamic interaction of hospitality and authenticity, how
each forms and informs the other.
To that end, the ELCA has conceived a Study, “The Table and Font: Who is
Welcome?” which I believe we can accomplish in October during our Sunday
Morning Adult Bible Study.
If you Are interested, please let me or the Church Office know (713-468-9443).
Thanks.

Pastor Zetto
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President

Janet Zaozirny
Women’s Bible Study
For 19 years, MDLC has offered a Women’s Bible Study and a faithful
group of women have been gathering on the second and fourth Mondays of each month at 7:30 p.m. and currently meeting in the Luther
Room. We share briefly our concerns of the day and open with prayer
before our formal Bible Study. Linda Richter continues as our organizer;
she and Ann Fritz (former MDLC member) share in leading the Bible
Study, assisted by others.

We have studied many books
of the Bible and have just finished studying First and Second Timothy. We found many of the issues in Timothy
relevant to our lives today. Paul writes to Timothy as his
teacher and mentor, comparing his life as a Christian to a
fight and a race. He teaches Timothy how to walk alongside the new Christians as well as non-believers being an
example of how to live the Christian life.
In our world today, issues faced by Paul and Timothy are
played out on our television screens and these are being
experienced by Christians around the world. The words
of Paul are viable even today.
On Monday, August 25, we will begin a new study on Titus, another book written by Paul, in which Paul continues
to teach us how to live as Christians. There is always an empty chair available. Join us!
Janet Zaozirny and Linda Richter

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
For (name): __________________________________

Prayer Request Card
Date:__________

Need:
Surgery ( ) Treatment ( ) Recuperating ( ) Other __________________
Requested by:_________________________________________________
Relationship: __________________________________________________
Requester’s Phone:_____________________________________________
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Learning Ministry

Karen Whitefield

…..AND HERE WE GO!
September 7th also known as “RALLY DAY” marks the beginning of our fall education
program for youth infant-confirmation age. We continue with Sparkhouse Sunday school,
supplementing when we are able with unique activities, games and crafts. Heather Barta
cares for and teaches the youngest of our youth up to age five, and congregational volunteers
instruct the older youth ages 6-11.

I am excited to share that we have three youth beginning
confirmation classes this fall: Dillon Carter,
Brandon Escamilla and Ashlyn Whitefield.
We look forward to their confirmation ceremonies
next year. Please keep all our youth in your prayers
as we nurture their spiritual development with love and
encouragement.

We can all share in the evangelical outreach of our church. Please invite others to attend our
services, potlucks and holiday events.

A verse from Romans 12:11 NIV, can help us remember the
importance of an enthusiastic outlook:
“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor,
serving the Lord.”

Please keep the life of this church in your prayers, and join me in seeking ideas and ways to
make ours an exciting church to attend and be a part of.

“My dream and wish for this church is that we are able to welcome more families
with children this year. Please keep the life of this church in your
prayers, and join me in seeking ideas and ways to make ours an exciting church to
attend and be a part of”.
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Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

How Can Families Engage Their Children in Worship?
With the beginning of another school year, life at
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church begins anew.
Weekly bible studies start up, rehearsals are in full
swing, and Faith Formation kicks into high gear.
Life seems to speed up as temperatures begin to
cool gradually, as the journey towards winter begins.
During the month of September families are settling
into a fall routine. This may also include getting
back in the groove of worshiping on Sunday
morning, especially after finishing with summer
vacations. But how can families involve their
children in worship?
Do reestablish a fall worship routine and seek new
ways to engage children in worship. For example,
help kids learn how to listen to a sermon by playing
this hand-squeeze game: whenever you hear “Jesus” or “God” (or some word from that day’s
celebration: Ascension, forgiveness, Alleluia) during the sermon, you squeeze the hand of the
adult with whom you are sitting. Many kids get a kick out of seeing who can squeeze first.
Keep in mind that everyone learns best when
experiencing something. Children easily learn
worship patterns by participating. Everyone can
make the sign of the cross during worship
whenever the pastor makes that same sign. When
entering the worship space, go to the baptismal
font and make the sign of the cross on the
forehead after dipping your fingers into the water
from the baptismal font.
Children who are older can also be worship
assistants by serving as acolytes, ushers, readers,
greeters, etc. Contact MDLC’s Director of Church
Music, Pamela Tamburello, to get them connected.
Or consider serving alongside your child on the
same team!
These are just a couple of ideas, so it is by no means a complete list. Some families may come
up with other ideas. But no matter how children are involved on Sunday morning, may we all
work together to share the good news of Christ’s love to kids of all ages!
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Worship Participants
Please
volunteer:
Worship
Participants

September 7

September 14

September 21

Assisting
Minister

Joyce Kennedy

Hub Tett

Dawn Zetto

Lector

Scott Pierce

Karen Carter

Joyce Kennedy

Jo Ann Peschel

Communion
Server

Angela Richter

Doris Bosse

Doris Bosse

Elaine Riggs

Ushers

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Greeters

Pat Pfluger

Barbara Elrod

Charles Gerum

Margaret and Mel Dosch

Altar Guild

Elaine & Mike Riggs

Suzanne Locheed

Elaine & Mike Riggs

Elaine & Mike Riggs

Counter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Flowers

Whitefield Family

Nita Artzen

Tomiko Mita Mayo

Karen and Ray Carter

September 28

Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord while
you are volunteering!!!
Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you and
become a worship participant on Sunday mornings! Please check your
schedule to see if you are available on Sundays to be one of the
following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server, Greeter,
Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.
Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex. Please sign up. We really need
10
you! Thank you!

THE BETTER SIDE OF FIFTY

By the time you read this article our Houston Treasure trip
will be right around the corner. Hopefully everyone has
signed on to attend. Our knowledgeable and entertaining
guide will take us places we have never been to and regal
us with interesting facts. The cost of the guide and a
stipend for the bus driver’s lunch will be $20.00 per
person and then lunch on your own at El Tiempo on
Navigation. This restaurant is owned by the family of
Mama Ninfa’s which is across the street.
Our next trip is very exciting. We will leave in the
afternoon to attend The Oktoberfest at First Lutheran Church in Galveston on Saturday, October
25th. This is an annual celebration for this historical church and many festivities are planned
including a good German supper. Their beautiful chapel has many stained glass windows. It’s
wonderful to have a bus to drive you back home after a fun but tiring day. You definitely do not want
to pass this trip up. The cost of the supper at this time is unknown but hopefully we’ll know that at
sign up time.
Put Tuesday, December 2nd on your calendar for the All Church Christmas luncheon. We have
reservations at The Junior League. This is open to all of our members, even those under fifty. Car
pools will be arranged. We had a fun and festive time at the League last year so if you missed it then
for sure come this year.

“God’s work. Our hands” Saturday, September 6
“God’s work. Our hands” Saturday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. “God’s
work. Our hands” is a theme of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We are asked to join
other ELCA churches in special service projects in our
community on Saturday or Sunday, September 6 or 7.
MDLC has chosen the following projects:
1. “Deep” cleaning of Fellowship Hall, (washing walls,
baseboards, etc.) Many different groups use Fellowship
Hall on a regular basis for meetings, etc.
2. Spreading a load of fresh sand on our playground.
This would benefit children, such as those attending the
French School, who meet in our Education Building
twice per week. These children often play on our playground before and after class.
Please join us on Saturday, September 6, as we do these
service projects to beautify MDLC’s campus for our many
community visitors!
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From Dr. Howard Jones...
“The Wednesday morning-coffee-break-and-study-of-Christian thought meetings will once
again restart on September 10 at 10 AM. This year’s study begins with two simple
questions:
1. “If you were a first century devout believer in what Jesus Christ did for you and for
others, how would you spread the message of his life, his miracles, his sayings, his death
and resurrection to others?”
2. “How are we to act in a world in which most others do not share our beliefs?”
To make your task even more difficult you know that there are no churches with pews, no
pastors, no scriptures, no music, no support systems – there are just you and a few others
and the task ahead is huge!
The step-by-step training of gentile converts is provided in a fascinating writing, The
Didache (pronounced did ah key), a document that scholars, until recently, knew existed
only from the writings of second, third and fourth century Christian theologians and
apologists. A copy of the document was accidentally discovered in a library at the turn of
the 19th century. When this precious little document was first examined, scholars dated it
to sometime about 75-100 years after Jesus. Recent studies now date it as early as only a
few years after Jesus.
It is thought that The Didache represents the oral tradition (most folks at that time couldn’t
read) detailing the step-by-step training of gentile converts being prepared for full
participation in early house churches in which participants were committed to something
called “The Way of Life.” We’ll go through these steps. It will be fun and informative.
Oh, yes…we’ll also find out about a marvelous hymn that we sing in our church service as
a very important part of our liturgy – in the notes that are at the bottom of the individual
hymns in our hymnal it is clearly noted that this hymn is from The Didache! See if you can
find it by going through your Lutheran Book of Worship before the service starts on
Sunday. You will be surprised.”
Before 10:00 we will enjoy Coffee and Chatting about Summer 2014.

Schedule for Fall Semester 2014
10:00 am on Wednesdays
September 10, 17, 24
October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
November 5, 12, 19,
December 3, 10
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Where does our “Mission Money” Go?

This month’s CONTACT offers two examples (pp. 14 and 15):
A letter from the Gulf Coast Synod’ Director of Evangelical Mission,
Pedro Suarez, sharing a story from the doubly missional Saint James
Lutheran Church in Houston.
A “circular pie chart” from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
outlining how “mission money” empowers people and parishes to share
the Good News of Jesus in a variety of ways.
Unfortunately, the letter and chart did not include financial data specific to
the Houston area.1 But we can say that, as an example of financial
empowerment for ministry and mission, Saint James (Houston), a
Congregation-in-Renewal, receives equal funding support from both the
ELCA (from the $2.6 million indicated on the Chart) and the Gulf Coast
Synod (from a “Mission/Stewardship” line item of $33,380 in its Budget).
The monies that we donate for the work of God’s Mission outside this
congregation are applied and multiplied in many marvelous ways. On Holy
Cross Day (14 September) we will be hearing from Pastor Brad Fuerst about
his work on our behalf as Lutheran Campus Pastor at Rice University, the
University of Houston, and the Medical Center.

1

I will try to get more specific examples for next month’s CONTACT; the “person with the answers” in the T-LGC
2
Synod office was out of town and would not be back until after CONTACT had been published.
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15

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-6206

The deadline for submission of information for the October Contact is September 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
Sunday School
Sunday Worship Service

8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Fax:
713-468-0236
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

STAFF
Pastor J. Jeffrey Zetto
Pamela Tamburello

Email: jjdrz10@aol.com or jjdrz@mdlc.org
Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org

CHURCH COUNCIL
President ········································
Vice President ........................................
Secretary ................................................
Treasurer ................................................
Worship & Music Ministry .......................
Support Ministry......................................
Learning Ministry ....................................
Service & Fellowship Ministry .................
Property Ministry.....................................
Communications Ministry .......................
Witness Ministry .....................................

Janet Zaozirny
Karen Whitefield
Linda Richter
Ron Campbell
Karen Whitefield
Susan Fisher
Glen Dorow
Doris Bosse
Vijay Mekala
Ron Richter

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA
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