Pastor’s Page
I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me,
I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me. …
Inasmuch as you have done it to the least of these,
my brethren, you have done it to me.
Matthew 25:35-40
We will hear these words of Jesus on The Feast of Christ the King (the last Sunday
in the Church’s Year of Grace), 23 November 2014. Jesus proclaims that faith-full
living has very practical consequences in human action. Faith means that we exert
both energy and resources in specific deeds of love toward other people.
To be sure, those specific deeds vary from person to person. We are not all able
(or gifted) to visit prisoners in the county jail or sailors at the Port of Houston, but we
can contribute money and other resources to fund surrogates (chaplains) and their
ministries (the annual shoebox ministry).
One specific practical ministry we do is our quilters. In April we delivered to
Lutheran World Relief fifteen quilts that women of our congregation had made. In
the past two weeks we received notification that ten of those quilts went to the
Philippines (09/2) and five to Tanzania (9/11). In the Philippines they will assist
people recovering from Super Typhoon Haiyan. The Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Tanzania is the second largest denomination in the Lutheran World Federation,
and one of the poorest. The average per capita annual income in Tanzania is $260,
yet the ELCT maintains 20 hospitals and 120 primary care clinics, 15% of the
healthcare services for the country! Our quilts are well-needed and wellappreciated!
I invite you to join the Quilters as they begin another cycle of spiritual stitchery,
Wednesday, 1 October after the Bible Class. Bring a light lunch. They work from
11:30 to 1:30. Contact Dawn Zetto (281-599-0885).

Pastor Zetto

Pastor’s “Schedule”
28 Sep Sun

12:00 N

Worship & Music Meeting

29 Sep Mon

6:30 pm

Fellowship & Service Ministries Meeting

30 Sep Tue

9:00 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

6 Oct Mon

1:00 pm

CROP Meeting, Interfaith Ministries (713-533-4900)

7 Oct

Tue

9:00 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

9 Oct Thu

12:00 N

Central Houston Lutheran Ministerium;
Christ the King (713-523-2864)

11 Oct Sat

9:00 am

Synod Leadership Gathering; Faith

12 Oct Sun

12:00 N

Annual Meeting (A)

14 Oct Tue

9:30 am
7:15 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
Congregation Council

16 Oct

Thu

8:00 am

MAM Clergy Breakfast

21 Oct Tue

9:30 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

25 Oct Sat

12:00 N

BSOF Galveston Octoberfest

26 Oct Sun

12:00 N

Worship and Music Meeting

28 Oct Tue

9:30 am
6:30 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
Mutual Ministry

2 Nov

Sun

Church

Happy Birthday
October
3
3
4
6
7
7
7
8
8
8
9
13
15
17
19
23
25
27
31

Glenn Anderson
Mia Eiesland
Laura Smith
Ann Oyen
Ruth Gerum
Tamara Jobe
Fred England
Pam Tett
Charles White
Clarence Zaozirny
Halina Weium
Burt Hughes
Doris Bosse
Doris Pierce
Madison Hann
Elizabeth Hann
Chris Etheredge
Terry Satterwhite
Elizabeth Pierce

Brown Baptism (2 boys)

Happy Anniversary
15 Judith and David Sakolosky
22 Dorothy and Richard Edmund
28 Ruth and Charles Gerum

MDLC’s Stewardship Sunday
November 9, 2014
MDLC will hold it’s annual Stewardship
Sunday on November 9, 2014. The
theme this year will be the ELCA’s
theme “Make it Simple”. Prior to
Stewardship Sunday, we will have two
Temple Talks. Pledge cards and
Time and Talent sheets will be
passed out prior to the designated
Sunday. Stewardship Sunday will be
followed by a catered turkey dinner
with all the trimmings. A sign up sheet
will be in the narthex for reservations
and payment of dinner. The cost of
the dinner will be $12.00 for adults and
$5.00 for children under 12. Please
give lots of prayer when filling out the
Time and Talent sheets and Pledge
Cards! Thank you so much for
supporting MDLC!
2

Sermon Topics
Worship Plans for October 2014
Pentecost
September continues the Pentecost season during which we read Matthew’s Gospel in order,
beginning with Chapter 10. Pentecost is about how Christians “act out” their Christian faith.
Matthew uses the vocabulary of “discipleship.” The color is green for growing – the seed that has
been planted by the Spirit’s grace in Holy Baptism (Pentecost) is now developing into a fruitful
plant in God’s Discipling Garden. October concludes with Reformation Sunday, our annual
exercise of evangelical chauvinism – it is a good thing to affirm our roots, principles, and
priorities. JOIN US!

5 Oct – Pentecost 17 (green) – “Parable: Vineyard”

Matthew 21:43

12 Oct – Pentecost 18 (green) – “Parable: Wedding Banquet”

Matthew 22:1-2

19 Oct – Pentecost 19 (Green) – “Taxes in Texas”

Matthew 22:21

26 Oct – Reformation Sunday (Red) – “Hanging Tight”

Matthew 22:40

2 Nov – All Saints Sunday (White) – “Who are these Saints?”

Matthew 5:1

9 Nov – Pentecost 22 (Green) – “Ecclesiastical Wisdom”

Matthew 25:1-2

16 Nov – Pentecost 23 (Green) – “(Ad)Venture Christianity”

Matthew 25:14

23 Nov – The Reign of Christ (White) – “The Rain of Christ”

Matthew 25:40

Jesus: “The light of the Empty Tomb”
Are you unable to be at church?
Pastor Zetto will be glad to commune you at home.
Call the church office (713-468-9443) or Pastor at home (281-599-0885).
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President

Janet Zaozirny
Karen Whitefield and I had an interesting opportunity to sit at a table
with our Bishop, Mike Rinehart, and Pedro Suarez, Assistant to the
Bishop and Director for Evangelical Mission. We learned details of
where our church wide offerings are going. We were especially
interested in the re-structuring that is happening at some local
churches with the guidance and partial funding from the Synod.
We represented MDLC at Bishop’s Stewardship Dinner for the Central
Houston Conference of the Texas/Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod. We
really did not know what to expect other than the topic indicated
something about our financial commitment to the Synod.
After registering, we selected our table near the center of the Faith
Lutheran hall and chatted with other attendees. We were surprised
when Bishop Mike and Pedro joined us. Since we were the only
church represented at our table, we had an opportunity for an
extended conversation with these Synod leaders.

Each table’s participants were to discuss specific and focused
questions listed on a poster. Questions included “What excites you about your church.” Karen and I
talked about our worship services, how much we enjoy the music led by Pam, and Pastor’s interesting
sermons. We also shared that we enjoy being part of a close community of believers, that we know each
other and enjoy being together. You might guess that the next question was “What concerns do you
have about your church.” We mentioned Sunday School for such a variety of ages and our hopes for
growing our church. The Bishop asked us questions and both he and Pedro shared about the redevelopment activities in some local churches and new mission churches, sponsored by the Synod. (For
example, Pastor Zetto had mentioned St. James and their re-development in our September Contact.)
The Bishop then reviewed the contents of a packet of information about Mission Support in the Central
Houston Conference. He and Pedro led the overall group in discussion on how the participating
churches conduct Stewardship. We shared how many of us at MDLC complete Pledge Cards and that
we then build the budget with a formula based on our knowledge of giving from previous years.
MDLC is being requested to complete our
Congregation’s Plan for Mission Support for 2015,
including our weekly offerings and budgeted mission
support. You may recall that we have been budgeting
$1000 per year for Mission Support for the past few
years.
As we draw closer to our own Stewardship Process,
please keep in mind that we are paying not only for our
MDLC operating expenses but partnering locally and
globally for mission work. As most of you know, we
support groups in the community such as MAM and
Westside Homeless as well as our missionary family. In
addition, the money that we send to the Synod also
helps locally and globally. What never changes
throughout the ages is God is constant in his giving to us. He needs us to do his earthly work: God’s
work, Our hands!
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Learning Ministry

Karen Whitefield

BACK INTO THE “SWING” OF THINGS
September 7th marked the beginning of our fall education program for youth infant-confirmation
age. We continue with Sparkhouse Sunday school, supplementing when we are able with unique
activities, games and crafts. Heather Barta cares for and teaches the youngest of our youth up to
age five, and congregational volunteers instruct the older youth ages 6-11.
I am excited to share that we now have four youth attending
confirmation classes this fall: Dillon Carter, Brandon Escamilla, Kennedy
Havens and Ashlyn Whitefield. We look forward to their confirmation
ceremonies next year. Please keep all our youth in your prayers as we nurture
their spiritual development with love and
encouragement.
We can all share in the evangelical outreach of our church. Please invite others to attend our
services, potlucks and holiday events.
A verse from Romans 12:11 NIV,
can help us remember the importance of an enthusiastic outlook:
“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.”
SPEAKING OF SWINGS….Have you noticed the playground looks
much, much better? Thanks to a load of sand and the hard work of
volunteers, the playground is keeping its appeal!
Please keep the life of this church in your prayers, and join me in
seeking ideas and ways to make ours an exciting church to attend
and be a part of.

2014 CROP Walk
It is again that time of the year when fields are being harvested, thanks are being offered to God,
and CROP Walks are being held. This year’s Houston CROP Walk is Sunday, November 2.
MDLC has long supported Church World Service and local assistance ministries by walking in
the annual CROP Walk and donating thousands of dollars, to be used around the world and right
here locally for food banks, water well development, seeds, farming equipment, and more.
Please pray and then offer what you can for this year’s walk: monetary contributions, a commitment to walk on November 2, or prayers that the money raised will be used to serve both God
and our neighbors.
This year there is even more incentive to dig deep with our contributions. Our confirmation students—Brandon Escamilla, Ashyln Whitefield, Dillon Carter and Kennedy Havens—have
taken up the mantle and will lead MDLC’s efforts for this year’s walk. The youth will be giving a
short Temple Talk on why we support the Crop Walk, they will be manning the contribution table
in the Narthex throughout October, and they will be leading those who walk on November 2.
These young people are putting their faith into action, being the hands and voice of our Lord.
Let’s support them as they support CROP!
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Worship Participants
Please
volunteer:
Worship
Participants

October 5

October 12

October 19

October 26

Assisting
Minister

Joyce Kennedy

Gary Tamburello

Dawn Zetto

John McMurray

Lector

Janet Zaozirny

Scott Pierce

Joyce Kennedy

Scott Pierce

Communion
Server

Mike Riggs

Doris Pierce

Elaine Riggs

Angela Richter

Ushers

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Greeters

Pat Pfluger

Ruth and Charles
Gerum

Barbara Elrod

Leah Hartwig

Altar Guild

Tomiko Mita-Mayo

Mary & Laura
Lemburg

Suzanne Locheed

Counter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Flowers

The Tetts

Doris Bosse

Joyce Kennedy

Ellen Carter

Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord
while you are volunteering!!!
Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you and
become a worship participant on Sunday mornings! Please check your
schedule to see if you are available on Sundays to be one of the
following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server,
Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.
Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex. Please sign up. We really8need
you! Thank you!

Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

Always Being Made New--Still!
Dear Friends in Christ:
In 2013 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), celebrated its
25th anniversary. The theme for that year was “Always Being Made New.”
While that theme is from a year ago, it is one that is still appropriate for us.
One way that we are constantly being made new is by remembering our
baptism.
October marks the one-year anniversary of celebrating Thanksgiving for
Baptism. A regular return to baptism is practiced in a variety of ways:
confession and forgiveness, attending to the word of God, sharing in the
Eucharistic meal, daily prayer and the sign of the cross, the use of the
catechism, the profession of the creed, and worship that affirms and
celebrates baptismal promises.
Over the last year, we have been using Thanksgiving for Baptism in our
worship services on a monthly basis. (It is generally celebrated on the
second Sunday of each month.) One of the options in the gathering rite is to
use the Thanksgiving for Baptism in place of the confession and forgiveness.
Thanksgiving for Baptism is a marvelous way to remember our baptism.
There is a spoken liturgy into which the entire assembly is invited. While
simply using this rite in worship works very well, here at Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church we have added an additional component. Each month
anyone who celebrates their baptism birthday will continue to be invited to
come forward to celebrate their baptismal birthday. Anyone who still has
their baptismal candle can bring that to worship that day to use instead of
being given a new candle.
Congregational song is also a big part of Thanksgiving for Baptism. The
gathering song for that day reflects that all of us are remembering our
baptisms. There are a wide variety of hymns that can be used to tie in with
this theme. Over the last year, we have been introducing (what may be) new
baptismal hymnody to the congregation. We have used Wade in the Water
and Baptized and Set Free a number of times during the last year. With
continued use these hymns may even become new “favorites” for some
people!
We give thanks for God’s mercy in the gift of baptism. Baptism is the place
of entry into the Christian community and it shapes all our life. Martin Luther
once noted that the life of the Christ community and of each of us is nothing
less than a daily baptism, one begun and ever continued.
Living in God’s Grace and Peace,
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Thanksgiving for Baptism
On Sunday, October 12th, we will celebrate Thanksgiving for Baptism during worship. All
those who are celebrating October baptismal birthdays will be invited to come forward and
receive a baptismal candle. Anyone who still has their baptismal candle is welcome to bring
it, but candles will be available for all who need it. According to the church’s records, the
following people have baptismal birthdays in October. If you have any corrections to this list,
please contact Pamela
Tamburello, Director of Church
Music at aimpam@mdlc.org.
Leslie Pierce
Juanita Arntzen
Anne Heckman
Doris Bosse
John Jobe
Elaine Riggs
Eleanor Heston
Helen Schauer
Andrew Pierce
Clarence Zaozirny
Laura Lemburg
Congregation Meeting —Sunday, October 12
Immediately after worship service, a congregational meeting will be held to elect the 2015
Church Council and the 2015 Nominating Committee. Please plan to attend—MDLC needs
your voice and guidance.

Grow in Christ – Adult Style
Twice each week we have an opportunity to gather around God’s
Holy Word in Scripture and explore, expand, and expound our
Christian faith. Join us for some unique adventures in living in the
love of Jesus. Trim your spiritual fat and build your spiritual muscles
(see I Corinthians 9:24-27).
Sunday Morning – 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Holy Communion
What does it mean to be in fellowship around Word-and-Sacrament? Holy Communion
defined a congregation in the first century. How do we live as members of God’s Family
… around the Family Meal in in the community? How does that family grow? What is the
difference between a Country Club, a Corporation, and a Congregation? How might all
this shape you as you live in Christ?
Wednesday Morning – 10:00 a.m. in the Luther Room
The Didaché
What was it like to live in a first century Christian congregation? How did people become
Christians and members in a congregation before most of the New Testament was
written? Dr. Howard Jones opens a window to the life and times of the earliest Christians
through the pages and paragraphs of The Didaché, a document about the size of Mark’s
Gospel) written before the New Testament Gospels and all the writings of John. And how
did The Didaché manage to quote Matthew before there was a Matthew? (There is an
easy answer to that Question.)
Join us Sundays and Wednesdays for coffee, carbohydrates, and a coffer of Christian
conversation.
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Funds Collected for the MAM Back to School Program
Our church began to raise funds for the MAM Back to School Program in mid-summer.
Thank you to everyone for supporting this effort. We collected $1,115 for MAM and sent our
check last week. The needy children of Spring Branch School District thank you. Way to go
MDLC!! This year’s check was about $200 more than we collected in 2013!

ELCA’s “God’s Work. Our Hands” - Saturday, September 6!
MDLC would like to thank the following individuals who arrived at church at 8:30 am and did
an amazing amount of work—Fellowship Hall was partially cleaned, the closet in Fellowship
Hall was cleaned, playground area sand was spread, the youth room was spruced up and
some sidewalks were power washed—we had a small group, but a lot was accomplished!
Thanks to: Clarence Zaozirny, Janet Zaozirny, Doris Bosse, Linda Richter, Ron Richter,
Mike Riggs, Chris Whitefield, Karen Whitefield, Caitlin Whitefield, Luke Whitefield, and Kylie
Whitefield, we would also like to thank Barbara Elrod and Ruth Gerum who came and
prepared lunch for the group. A job well done by all—thank you very much!
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-6206

The deadline for submission of information for the November Contact is October 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
Sunday School
Sunday Worship Service

8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Fax:
713-468-0236
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

STAFF
Pastor J. Jeffrey Zetto
Pamela Tamburello

Email: jjdrz10@aol.com or jjdrz@mdlc.org
Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org

CHURCH COUNCIL

President ········································
Vice President ........................................
Secretary ................................................
Treasurer ................................................
Worship & Music Ministry .......................
Support Ministry......................................
Learning Ministry ....................................
Service & Fellowship Ministry .................
Property Ministry.....................................
Communications Ministry .......................
Witness Ministry .....................................

Janet Zaozirny
Karen Whitefield
Linda Richter
Ron Campbell
Karen Whitefield
Susan Fisher
Glen Dorow
Doris Bosse
Ron Richter

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA
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