Pastor’s Page
Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Jesus Christ for you.
I Thessalonians 5:16-18

Pastor Zetto

November is the month of Thanksgiving Day, a curious mixture of State and Church.
Thanksgiving Day “began”1 in New England with the Pilgrims and Puritans in Plymouth
(1621) and Boston (1631) respectively. They were paralleling their Radical Reformation
roots of celebrating very few holidays (fasts) and even fewer thanksgivings, usually for Very
Specific Salvific Events like the sinking of the Spanish Armada (1588) and then only for the
event and, perhaps, its first anniversary.
Officially, the relatively few seventeenth-century Thanksgiving Days were proclaimed by
Government Leaders, like Governor Bradford of the Plymouth Colony (1623). President
George Washington proclaimed the first United States’ Nation-wide Thanksgiving marking
November 26, 1789, "as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God."

The ensuing U.S, Presidents were inconsistent until Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the
last Thursday in November a Day of National Thanksgiving in 1863. Thus Thanksgiving
was by annual Presidential Proclamation until 1941 when Congress and President
Franklin Roosevelt jointly proclaimed the fourth Thursday in November as a) a National
Holiday, and b) to be observed henceforth on the fourth Thursday in November.
Notice, though, while the roots of Thanksgiving go all the way back to the Old Testament,
extend through the English Reformation (when the Puritans deleted most of the celebrations
from the Church Calendar), and were limited for the first half of our country; Thanksgiving
was a day essentially proclaimed by Presidents, Governors, and other Most Highly Placed
Persons. That is, modern Thanksgiving Day is a holiday of the National State rather than
the Christian Church!
Which forces us, as Christians, to ask the question: How Best to Recognize and Pray for
and with Those Celebrating Thanksgiving.
The Ten Commandments assert that Sabbath Rest (Holiday) is part of the Divine Plan
because God created the universe (Exodus 20:8-11) and God saved you (Deuteronomy
6:12-15). Whether that Sabbath is by divine or secular proclamation, use it as God
intended, a reflection on providential grace rather than a gastronomic banquet in preparation
for an orgy of conspicuous consumption (Black Friday).

Pastor Zetto
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Historians of the US Thanksgiving Holiday note that most group-immigrant waves held thanksgiving events for the
fortuitous escape, the safe arrival, and the “abundant” first harvest … and then celebrations decreased as the
newcomers became the settlers and discovered other immigrants with their stories. “We are not so special.” And
culture-specific thanksgivings decreased.

Pastor’s “Schedule”
16 Oct

Thu

8:00 am

MAM Clergy Breakfast

19 Oct

Sun

12:00 N

Learning Ministry

21 Oct

Tue

9:30 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

25 Oct

Sat

12:00 N

BSOF Galveston Octoberfest

26 Oct

Sun

12:00 N

Worship and Music

28 Oct

Tue

9:30 am
6:30 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
Mutual Ministry

2 Nov

Sun

Church
1:00 pm

Brown Baptism (2)
CROP Walk

4 Nov

Tue

9:30 am
7:15 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
Congregation Council: Sign Presentations

5 Nov

Wed

11:30 am

Can Care Clergy Luncheon
Grace Presbyterian Church (713-781-7615)

9 Nov

Sun

12:00 N
6:00 pm

Stewardship Dinner / Executive Committee
Parkinson’s Event; Terry Satterwhite

11 Nov

Tue

9:30 am
7:15 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
Congregation Council

13 Nov

Thu

11:30 am

18 Nov

Tue

9:30 am
7:15 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
Congregation Council; Rev. Pedro Swarez

20 Nov

Thu

12:00 N

Metro Houston Lutheran Pastors
Salem Lutheran Church, 713-723-3509

23 Nov

Sun

12:00 N

Worship & Music / Raising the Chrismon Tree

25 Nov

Tue

9:30 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

30 Nov

Sun

Church

Happy Birthday
November
1
2
8
13
15
20
21
21
24
24
25
29

Installation Service: Rev. Mary Browne, Chaplain;
Memorial Herman, Southwest

Blessing the Chrismon Tree

Happy Anniversary

12 Marilyn and Fred England
Jacquelyn Etheredge
18 Jane and Ronald Brownlee
Leslie Caldwell
Bill Yerega
Joyce Kennedy
John Jobe
Christopher Beveridge
Neil Mekala
Marsha Nelson
Nancy Quaschnick
Elise Riggs
Nathan Berger
Glen Dorow

All Saints Day,
in memory of:
M.H. Beaver
Larry Pecht
Gertrud Jacob
Vijay Mekala
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Sermon Topics
Worship Plans for November 2014
Pentecost
November concludes the Pentecost season during which we have been reading Matthew’s
Gospel in order, beginning with Chapter 10. Pentecost is about how Christians “act out” their
Christian faith. Matthew uses the vocabulary of “discipleship.” The color is green for growing
– the seed that has been planted by the Spirit’s grace in Holy Baptism (Pentecost) is now
developing into a fruitful plant in God’s Discipling Garden. Since September we have been
reading stories about Jesus during Holy Week. Matthew gives us a Really Good Look at what
Jesus considered most important for his final three days of preaching and teaching (MondayWednesday before Maundy Thursday and Good Friday).
November begins with All Saints, when we remember the Church marching through time and
into eternity. We will also share the joy of two baptisms. The Church’s Year of Grace closes
with Christ the King (23 Nov) and Advent begins 30 November. In the 2014-2015 Liturgical
Year the Dominant Gospel will be Mark, the first written telling of the Story of Jesus. JOIN US!

2 Nov –

All Saints Sunday (White) – “Who are these Saints?”
Matthew 5:1
Preaching: The Rev. Brad Fuerst, Campus Pastor at Rice and Houston
Universities and the Medical Center

9 Nov – Pentecost 22 (Green) – “Ecclesiastical Wisdom”

Matthew 25:1-2

16 Nov – Pentecost 23 (Green) – “(Ad)Venture Christianity”

Matthew 25:14

23 Nov – The Reign of Christ (White) – “The Rain of Christ”

Matthew 25:40

30 Nov – 1st Sunday of Advent (Purple) – “Stay Awake”

Mark 13:37

Jesus: “The light of the Empty Tomb”
Are you unable to be at church?
Pastor Zetto will be glad to commune you at home.
Call the church office (713-468-9443) or Pastor at home (281-599-0885).
3

President

Janet Zaozirny

How Do We Reach “The Nones”
The Pew Research Center found that the largest growing group (20%) of Americans are
those who, when asked what religious affiliation they claim, select “None.” Of those unaffiliated adults, two-thirds say that they believe in God and one in five say that they pray every
day. Many respondents classify themselves as “spiritual” but not “religious.”
How do we reach “The Nones” who live in our church neighborhood? Pastor, Pam, Glen and
I attended an all-day seminar on this subject. Here are some highlights that interested me.
The Key Note Speaker, Bishop Hazelwood from the ELCA’s Eastern Seaboard Synod, described the various generations beginning with the Builders (born 1912-1930) and described
each succeeding generation to the present generation that he called the Screeners (because
they are always looking at their screens of I-phones, I-pads). Most importantly, all of the varied generations are in our church today, each with a differing perspective on life and church.
Following the formal presentation we listened to a 5-member panel of “Nones”, heard their
stories of why they are not (some never were) affiliated with any church. The last question
that Bishop Hazelwood asked the five “Nones” was what might bring them to church.
Here are a few of their comments for all of us to ponder:

Treat others as you wish to be treated (This is familiar!)
Talk about significant life questions—people want answers
Give them space
Be authentic, be real
Act and talk like a Lutheran
Serve in the community—a must for the
“Nones”
This is the time of the year that we are making our commitments to MDLC for 2015. Let’s
keep in mind the “Nones” who will only join
us if we reach out to them by extending our
hands in a personal relationship showing
our sincere love of Jesus Christ. To continue God’s work at MDLC, your help is
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Learning Ministry

Karen Whitefield

Youth Sunday School
Youth Sunday school continues for children in grades pre-K-5th.
Heather Barta, our nursery attendant provides education for the
younger youth, with a lot of fun for good measure! Our older youth meet
in the education building for their instruction and fellowship. If you know
of youth who do not yet have a church “home”, please invite them to
join us.

Confirmation Class
We have four youth faithfully attending confirmation classes each week. They ask and answer
great questions with thoughtfulness and insight. Please continue in prayer for these four and all
youth growing in their faith and understanding.

Faith Mentors
The confirmation class curriculum “Here We Stand” encourages adult expression of what has
shaped faith development. It is helpful to share with the youth interactions and experiences that
have fostered and increased my faith, so they can acknowledge and appreciate those
experiences in their own lives. In this month of Thanksgiving, I suggest we all stop to reflect

CROP Walk

On November 2nd, over fifteen members of our congregation will walk along the bayou as
part of raising money and awareness of the daily struggles many people face in obtaining
food and clean water. It is great exercise, fellowship and a wonderful cause to support.

Mark 16:15

New International Version (NIV)
15

He said to them, “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all creation.
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Worship Participants
Please
volunteer:
Worship
Participants

Nov 2

Nov 9

Nov 16

Nov 23

Nov 30

Assisting
Minister

Gary
Tamburello

John McMurray

Hub Tett

Dawn Zetto

Gary Tamburello

Lector

Jo Ann Peschel

Scott Pierce

Karen Carter

Scott Pierce

Janet Zaozirny

Communion
Server

Angela Richter

Doris Bosse

Elaine Riggs

Angela Richter

Joyce Kennedy

Ushers

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Greeters

Pat Pfluger

Mary Hodde

Barbara Elrod

Joyce Kennedy

Tomiko MitaMayo
Suzanne
Locheed

Mary and Laura
Lemburg

The Riggs

The Riggs

The Riggs

Counter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Flowers

Margaret Bauer

The Whitefield

Susan Fisher

The Whitefield

The Gerums

Altar Guild

Martha
Satterwhite

Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord
while you are volunteering!!!
Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you and
become a worship participant on Sunday mornings! Please check your
schedule to see if you are available on Sundays to be one of the
following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server,
Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.
Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex. Please sign up. We really8need
you! Thank you!

Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

Dear Friends in Christ:
As we enter the month of November, we begin our transition to the end of the church year.
November is like a season unto itself, on the cusp of change. Perhaps November can be
enjoyed simply as a time of blessing and giving thanks.
We remember the saints on November 2, which is the Sunday closest to All Saints Day
(November 1). It is on this day that we remember all those in our midst who have passed away
since last year. As done in worship last year, there will be both pillar and votive candles set up
on a large table. The pillar candles represent all those in our midst who have died during the
last year. A bell is tolled as each name is read while the pillar candle is lit. The votive candles
are for those who would like to light a candle in memory of a loved one. During Holy
Communion all are welcome to light one of the votives as the assembly comes forward to
receive that sacrament. This is a beautiful liturgy that is meaningful for so many people.
All Saints Day can also be a time to celebrate the living saints, that being us! We find healing
in the celebration of the saints all around us. We greet one another with words and
expressions of peace, love, and thanks. We also take time to rejoice in our connection with
believers everywhere in the world and across the expanse of time.
The green season of summer and the ingathering of autumn are completed. What is left for the
faithful is the remembrance of God’s goodness and giving thanks for God’s many blessings.
November reminds us that not only are we blessed, we are blessed to be a blessing! Even
though a blessing is wonderful on its own, it finds its full completion as it is shared with others.
Blessings shared, multiply.
As November comes to a close, we look forward to the beginning of Advent and the new
church year. We end the church year wondering in the glorious love and grace of Christ, on
Christ the King Sunday. Christ our Savior is the ruler of
our lives, the ruler of the universe. Rejoicing in the
wonder of Christ our king we are reminded, “Come, let
us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of
our salvation. Let us come before God’s presence with
thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to the Lord with
psalms.” (Psalm 95:1-2)
We rest in hope because we know that endings with
God are really beginnings. We end the church year in
gladness, joy and hope. God is good. We celebrate
the joy we have now and we look forward to the time
when we shall all be one in the goodness of God.
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Christmas Boxes for Seafarers
Needed by Sunday,
December 7

Let’s bring light into
their Christmas
We will once again be collecting shoe boxes full of needed items for seafarers. These
primarily male sailors are far from home at Christmas and receiving these boxes is very special
to them. Please pack one or more boxes with a selection of the following items: Band Aids,
Kleenex, toothbrush, toothpaste, dental floss, key chains, socks, comb, lotion and lip balm,
paper and envelopes, stamps, dental floss, nail clippers, address books, calendar, pencils and
pens, t-shirts, Texas souvenirs, deodorant, needle and thread, playing cards, games, shaving
cream, disposable razors, postcards, disposable cameras, puzzles, flashlight, soap, shampoo,
gum and hard candy, and baseball caps. Please wrap securely as one unit; do NOT wrap
the lid and box separately or place bows on the boxes. Avoid including items that will melt
or break and pack batteries separately from items they are powering. Pastor Zetto will be
delivering these gifts to the Port of Houston Ministry early in December so please bring these
gifts to church no later than Sunday, December 7. If you need a shoe box, please feel free
to take one of the empty shoe boxes in the Narthex display.

Stewardship (Thanks-giving)
Dinner
November 9, 2014
Our annual Stewardship (Thanks-giving) Dinner
will be on November 9.
Please sign up in the Narthex and pre-pay for our
catered dinner.
Cost for adults is $12.00 per person, and $5.00
for children under 12 (reservations are still needed).
Join us as we express our thanks to God for our congregation and re-dedicate our Time and
Talent sheets and Pledges for 2015. We will be asked to place our Pledges and our Time and
Talent sheets at the altar during worship service, please give prayerful consideration as you
complete the Pledges and Time and Talent sheets. Our Stewardship theme is
“Keep it Simple.”
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Enjoy “Lunch with Frosty” … MDLC Christmas Luncheon on
December 2, 2014
All adult members of MDLC are invited to a festive Christmas Luncheon at the Junior
League of Houston (JLH) on Tuesday, December 2, at 11:30 am. Reservations may
be made on the sign-up sheet in the narthex, available in early November; a sample
menu will be included. We will dine in the center Garden Room B in the Tearoom, so
we can accommodate 40 guests. This is a wonderful opportunity to bring a guest(s)
for a special pre-holiday treat or Christmas gift.
Food selections will include the JLH Taco Salad (w/chicken); Chicken Spinach Crepes
(one or two), topped with a Mushroom Sauce and served with Buttered Asparagus and
a Broiled Tomato; Grilled Bone-in Pork Chop with creamy Andouille Sauce, served
with Cheesy Grits and Asparagus; Mississippi Stuffed Catfish, filled with Shrimp and
Crabmeat, topped with Crawfish Etouffee Sauce, served with Rice and Asparagus.
Dessert choices include Crème Brulee with Fresh Berries, Mississippi Mud Pie, and
Pecan Ball in JLH Lace Basket on Three Sauces. Beverages choices are Tea, Coffee,
Sodas, and House Wine by the Glass.
Kindly make your reservations no later than Sunday, November 30; no cancellations
will be accepted after that date. Since the JLH does not offer individual checks,
payment will be made to Nancy Morgan at the event, either by cash or check, including
the addition of 10% tax added to your meal total; tipping is not allowed at JLH.
Carpooling will be available from the church at 10:45 am, or you may drive individually
to the JLH, 1811 Briar Oaks Lane, Houston 77027, which has a free self-parking
covered garage. Join us for a festive “Lunch with Frosty” and get in the joyous
Christmas spirit!

A Tribute to Vijay Mekala
The following was read at the last Council Meeting and written by Karen Whitefield as a tribute
to one fellow Member, Vijay Mekala, who went to be with the Lord.
When I first started coming to MDLC, Vijay was one of the people
who welcomed me with a smile and a handshake.
He was so exited to see a new family joining MDLC, and his
genuine excitement about being at church was contagious. I never
thought Chris would ever join us, but meeting Vijay was part of what
changed us into a church going family of 4 into 5.
Chris and I so enjoyed talking with Vijay, hearing about his love of
God, hearing about how proud he was of his kids, that they read the
Bible together and prayed together.
I know that Vijay’s witness to the love of Christ was instrumental in
strengthening our faith. I will always remember Vijay with a
charming smile and an upbeat attitude of thankfulness for his
blessings.
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-6206

The deadline for submission of information for the December Contact is November 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
Sunday School
Sunday Worship Service

8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Fax:
713-468-0236
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

STAFF
Pastor J. Jeffrey Zetto
Pamela Tamburello

Email: jjdrz10@aol.com or jjdrz@mdlc.org
Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org

CHURCH COUNCIL

President ········································
Vice President ........................................
Secretary ................................................
Treasurer ................................................
Worship & Music Ministry .......................
Support Ministry......................................
Learning Ministry ....................................
Service & Fellowship Ministry .................
Property Ministry.....................................
Communications Ministry .......................
Witness Ministry .....................................

Janet Zaozirny
Karen Whitefield
Linda Richter
Ron Campbell
Karen Whitefield
Susan Fisher
Glen Dorow
Doris Bosse
Ron Richter

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA
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