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  Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. 
Isaiah 1:18 

 
     "White Christmas" 

 

The sun is shining, the grass is green; The orange and palm trees sway.  
There's never been such a day   In Beverly Hills, L.A.  
But it's December the 24th  And I'm longing to be up north. 
 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas … 
 

Bing Crosby notwithstanding, there are some folk for whom a white Christmas could 
be an absolute nightmare; perhaps native Houstonians?  For others, it can be God’s 
blessing. 
 

When I first went to Pennsylvania and was seeking a call, the Bishop’s office phoned 
two days before Christmas and asked if I could preach at a vacant three-point 
country parish on Christmas Eve.  I said “yes.”  Snow began falling Christmas Eve 
and I called the president of the parish, “What will the snow mean for your Christmas 
Eve services?”  He responded, “We’ll be there, even if you are not!”  I was there, and 
at the end of the third service, the Call Committee asked, “Will you be our new 
Pastor?”  The snow was still falling. 
 

For Isaiah, snow was a phenomenon for the mountain tops (3-4,000 feet high); 
Bethlehem’s climate (at 2,500 feet above sea level) is similar to Houston’s (tropical).  
Isaiah reminds us that, when snow falls on the flatlands (Bethlehem, perhaps three 
days in the year), it covers all the dirt and generates a pristine image of purity and 
beauty.   
 

There probably was no snow around the Christmas manger.  But that makes no 
difference.  Christmas is not about snow itself, but, as Isaiah wrote, it is about the 
snow-white righteousness of Jesus Christ which covers our sin and guilt and through 
the scarlet blood of the Cross covers us with that same righteousness as snow 
covers the ground.  We may mix metaphors but the Christmas Truth remains.  “God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting to us this message of reconciliation” (II Corinthians 5:19). 
 

Christmas is about reconciliation, people beginning again with a snow-white 
perspective between God and them and they with other people.  And, by God’s 
grace, we do not need to “dream” about a “white Christmas,” it is ours by God’s love 
in Word-and-Sacrament, 5:30 p.m., 24 December at Memorial Drive Lutheran 
Church.  “Come, let us adore Him.” 
 

Pastor Zetto 
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Pastor’s “Schedule” 
 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
December 

 

     Happy Anniversary 
 

 1 Marilyn Mekala 
 4 Kelley Hann 
 6 Odessa Smith 
 8 Kelsey Etheredge 
 8 Ed Locheed 
14 Dawn Zetto 

18 Kennedy Havens 
23 Bert Gripp 
23 Chrystine Turner 
24 Mary Jane Dann 
26 Russell Turner 
28 Audrey Knoeller 

28 Jeffrey Zetto 
29 Jaxon Jobe 
29 Lauren Jobe 
29 Janet Wagner 
30 Jane Brownlee 
30 Sheena Camacho 

12  Marilyn & Fred England 

18  Jane & Ronald Brownlee 

30 Nov Sun Church Blessing the Chrismon Tree 
 

  2 Dec Tue 9:30 am Pastors Bible Study 
  11:30 am BSOF Lunch at Junior League 
 

  7 Dec Sun 12:00 N Executive Committee Meeting 
 

  9 Dec Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620) 
  7:15 pm Congregation Council Meeting 
 

10 Dec Wed 10:00 am Last Mid-Week Bible Study 
 

12 Dec Thu 12:00 N Central Hous. Luth. Pastors; Faith, Bellaire (713-664-3048) 
 

16 Dec Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant  (713-784-6620) 
 

23 Dec Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant  (713-784-6620) 
 

24 Dec Wed 5:30 pm Christmas Eve Liturgy 
 

25 Dec Thu All Day Christmas Holiday 
 

26 Dec Fri All Day Christmas Holiday 
 

  1 Jan Thu All Day New Year’s Day Holiday 
 

  6 Jan Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant  (713-784-6620) 
 

13 Jan Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant  (713-784-6620) 
 

19 Jan Mon 6:30 pm Service and Fellowship Ministries Meeting 
 

20 Jan Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant  (713-784-6620) 
 

26-28 Jan  Mon-Wed  Tri-Synod Theological Conference; New Braunfels 
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Are you unable to be at church?   
Pastor Zetto will be glad to commune you at home.   

Call the church office (713-468-9443) or Pastor at home (281-599-0885). 

Jesus: “The light of the Empty Tomb” 

Sermon Topics       

This Liturgical Year (beginning Advent 2014), our Gospels will come mostly from Mark.  It is easy 
to think of Mark as a “Readers’ Digest Gospel” because it is the shortest; but that is far from the 
truth.  Mark was the first to write a “biography” of the ministry of Jesus, and that’s what he did.  
Mark focuses on the public ministry of Jesus.  There is no birth story and Easter is told simply as 
“Jesus is risen” with no appearances of the Resurrected Christ.  We are expected to fill in the 
story of Jesus as Jesus has become resurrected in and through our living.  Mark’s other theme is 
“immediately,” watch how often Mark uses that word is used telling the Jesus Story. 
 

Advent prepares us to meet and greet the Christ of the Crib and the Messiah of the Manger.  
Christmas Eve we hear Luke’s Christmas Story (shepherds and angels).  The First Sunday after 
Christmas we hear how Herod the Great responded to the Very Good News that there would be 
another king of the Jews).  The Second Sunday after Christmas we hear John’s Christmas Story 
(The Cosmic Christ). 

Worship Plans for December 2014 
 

“Mark – Immediately, Now” 

30 Nov – 1st Sunday of Advent (Blue) – “Stay Awake”                      Mark 13:37 
 

  7 Dec – 2nd Sunday of Advent (Blue) – “Delayed Gratification” Mark 1:1 
 

14 Dec – 3rd Sunday of Advent (Blue) – “Spiritual Infrastructure”      John 1:23 
 

21 Dec – 4th Sunday of Advent (Blue) – “Smile, You’re Pregnant”     Luke 2:30-31 
 

24 Dec – Christmas Eve (White) – “Life Without Angels”                  Luke 2:15 
 

28 Dec – The Holy Innocents (Red) – “What a Speech”                   Matthew 2:15 
 

  4 Jan –  2nd Sunday after Christmas (White) – “In the Beginning” John 1:1 



 4 

 

 
 
 
 

President                                            Janet Zaozirny  

Christmas Stress—Positive or Negative 
 
As you prepare for Christmas, how do you feel?  Is it eager and 
joyful or do you find yourself thinking “I have way too much to do” 
or do you experience a wave of sadness.  Or both? 
 
In graduate school, we studied Crisis Theory and identified 
positive and negative stress.  This was the first time that I realized 
that Christmas is not just hectic but stressful.  Yes, Christmas is a 
positive stress experience as we worship and gather with friends 
and family; it takes more energy but, hey, it is worth it!  

 
However, Christmas may also bring negative stress as we overdo 
spending and over extend ourselves in many ways and we are left with 
an empty feeling.  We may feel sad about Christmases in the past 
because our loved ones are no longer with us or are too far away to join 
us this year.   Some people say they always feel sad at Christmas time 
as they see the over spending so common in our culture.  
   

A recent Times magazine (July 8, 2014) 
featured an eight page article on happiness. 
One noteworthy quote is: “People who dwell 
on the past and future are less likely to be 
happy than people who concentrate on the 
present.”   
 
As you go about your Christmas preparations, 
keep yourself in the “here and now” and focus 
on simplifying your preparations.   Let’s listen 
intently to the Christmas story in the here and 
now as if we were small children, with wonder 
and amazement!  Let’s feel the warmth 
generated by our congregation’s joyful singing of carols and the sharing of heart felt 
wishes for a Merry Christmas.   
 
As we concentrate on the here and now, take some time to focus your thoughts and 
prayers as Psalm 46:10 guides us:  
 

 “He says, Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be exalted  

in the earth” (Psalm 46:10). 
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 Learning Ministry         Karen Whitefield 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Program….featuring the youth of MDLC! 
During service on December 14th, the youth will showcase their 
talents with a special Christmas program. With expert assistance 
and direction from Pam Tamburello, our youth really shine! 
 

 

Youth Sunday School 
Youth Sunday school continues for children in grades pre-K-5th. Heather Barta, our nursery 
attendant provides education for the younger youth, with a lot of fun for good measure! Our 
older youth meet in the education building for their instruction and fellowship. If you know of 
youth who do not yet have a church “home”, please invite them to join us. 
 

Confirmation Class 
Dillon Carter, Brandon Escamilla, Kennedy Havens and Ashlyn 
Whitefield continue their weekly study as they work toward their 
confirmation. Please continue in prayer for these four and all youth 
growing in their faith and understanding. 
 

Junior High Retreat at Lutherhill 
Kennedy Havens and Ashlyn Whitefield attended a 
 junior high retreat the weekend of Nov.21-23. It  
was a wonderful weekend of fun and faith! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:3  
Remembering without ceasing your work of faith,  
and labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord  
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
 

Confirmation Services for these youth will be 
held on January 25, 2015. Please join us in 
affirming their faith on that day. 
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Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord 
while you are volunteering!!! 
Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you and 
become a worship participant on Sunday mornings!  Please check your 
schedule to see if you are available on Sundays to be one of the 
following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server, 
Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.  
 

Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  We really need 
you!  Thank you!  

Worship Participants  

Please 
volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 
Dec 7 Dec 14 Dec 21 

Christmas Eve 

5:30 pm 

Assisting  
Minister Dawn Zetto John McMurray Hub Tett Joyce Kennedy 

Lector Janet Zaozirny Scott Pierce Mike Riggs Scott Pierce  

Communion  
Server Ron Richter Doris Bosse Elaine Riggs Angela Richter 

Ushers 
Janet & 

Clarence 
Zaozirny 

Janet & 
Clarence 
Zaozirny 

Janet & 
Clarence 
Zaozirny 

Janet & 
Clarence 
Zaozirny 

Greeters Mary Hodde Ron Richter Ellen Carter Pat Pfluger 

Altar Guild 
Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 
Margaret Bauer 

Elaine & Mike 
Riggs 

Elaine & Mike 
Riggs 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 

Flowers Margaret Bauer 
Marilyn & Fred 

England Marilyn Mekala Altar Guild 

Dec 28 

Dawn Zetto 

Joyce Kennedy 

Angela Richter 

Stuart Moen 

Suzanne & Ed 
Locheed 

Mary and Laura 
Lemburg 

Linda Richter 

Howard Jones 
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Director of Church Music       Pamela Tamburello 

 
As I sit at my computer in mid-November to begin “composing” this month’s article, it is the 
week before Thanksgiving. But most parish musicians are in the midst of preparations for 
Advent and Christmas.  That leads us to this month’s topic, the Advent wreath. 
 
Many churches utilize an Advent wreath in worship.  It is comprised of four candles in a circle, 
with a tall white candle in the center.  There is usually some type of greenery circling those 
candles.  But what does it all mean? 
 
The wreath stems from the Lutheran German heritage, although it later migrated to 
Scandinavia.  In Europe, during the cold and dark month of December, families would light 
fires and gather wreaths of evergreen to signify the hope of an early Spring and renewed life, 
light and warmth.  By the early 16th Century, German Catholics and Protestants adopted the 
symbolic tradition, but used it instead as a celebration in the hope of Christ.  Eventually the 
tradition spread throughout the world. 
 
The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful.  The wreath is made of various evergreens, 
signifying continuous life.  The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes 
the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ.   
 
The four colored candles represent the four weeks of Advent.  Years ago, the color purple was 
used in the wreath, to symbolize a penitential nature of the season.  In recent years, some 
churches have moved to blue to symbolize a season of waiting and expectation as we journey 
toward Christmas.  Some churches use a rose candle with three blue candles.  
 
Why do some churches use a rose (or pink) candle?  That rose candle is used on the third 
Sunday, Gaudete Sunday which is the Sunday of rejoicing.  When the faithful arrive that 
Sunday, on the midpoint of Advent, the preparation is now half over!  We are getting close to 
the festival of Christmas, our Savior’s birth! 
 
The light signifies Christ, the Light of the world.  Some current practices include a white candle 
placed in the middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve. 
 
In our homes, some have Advent wreaths of their own.  This practice simply involves lighting 
that wreath beginning on the first Sunday in Advent and lighting one candle each night during 
that week.  Then the week of the second Sunday, two candles would be lit, and so on.  Very 
often, this is done at dinner time following the meal blessing. 
 
Advent is a marvelous time of preparation for Christ’s birth.  During this season may we pray, 
“Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come!” 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pam 
 
 

Sources:  
Saunders, Rev. William.  “The History of the Advent Wreath.”  Arlington Catholic Herald. 
Senn, Frank.  “The People’s Work: A Social History of the Liturgy,”  Fortress Press. 
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 Memorial Drive 
Donation and Community Garden 

 
 

 
 

Memorial Drive Community Garden began as a Donation Garden in Spring 2014 with two raised beds 
contributing a small amount of produce to East Spring Food Pantry.   
 
The summer garden yielded an increased amount of produce consisting of Okra, Sweet Potato, Basil, 
Egg Plant, and Peppers. The most successful plant is Eggplant with 20 going to the food pantry, 7 to 
Church members and another 6 or 7 eggplants to pick before the transition to the winter garden.  
 
The winter garden has been expanded with a third bed with the following vegetables being planted:  
Onions        Carrots                    Turnips           Beets              Chard          Various Cabbages 
Kale            Brussel Sprouts      Broccoli          Cauliflower      Artichoke     Arugula            Garlic                                
  
Looking forward to January 2015, more beds will be added which will be made available to the commu-
nity.  Bed preparation for Spring is planned for the end of January with planting to begin mid-February to 
beginning of March. If you are interested in participating please contact the Church Office at (713) 468-
9443. Come take a look and watch us grow!!   

ugustana Food Pantry needs you! Please remember to bring jars of peanut 
butter, rice, beans or soup for our Peanut Butter Ministry, we share these                                  
great foods with the poor!                     
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MDLC is again collecting shoe boxes full of needed items for seafarers. These primarily male 
sailors are far from home at Christmas and receiving these boxes is very special to them. 
Please pack one or more boxes with a selection of the items on the list in the Narthex. Please 
wrap securely as one unit, do NOT wrap the lid and box separately or place bows on the 
boxes.  Pastor Zetto will deliver these boxes to the Port of Houston Ministry early in December!    

Christmas Boxes for Seafarers  
Needed by Sunday,  

December 7 

Let’s bring light into  
their Christmas 

 
Merry Christmas to you!   
Merry Christmas to you!   

 Merry Christmas to you!!! 
 
 

The Council and Staff of Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church wish you, your family, 
and our community a blessed Christmas 
and a joyful New Year. 

2015 OFFERING ENVELOPES  
As in the past, we are asking members to pre-give 2015 
offering during December.  This helps with our cash flow 
during the first couple  of months in the New Year.  
Please consider and drop your 2015 offering in the plate 
during the church service or in the Treasurer’s box in the 
office with a notation in the memo section of check 
indicating it as a 2015 contribution. 
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President ···························   Janet Zaozirny 

Vice President ........................   Karen Whitefield 

Secretary ................................    

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......    

Support Ministry .....................   Ron Campbell 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Whitefield 

Service & Fellowship Ministry .   Susan Fisher 

Property Ministry ....................   Glen Dorow 

Communications Ministry .......   Doris Bosse 

Witness Ministry .....................   Ron Richter 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Fax:              713-468-0236 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

        Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor J. Jeffrey Zetto     Email:  jjdrz10@aol.com or jjdrz@mdlc.org 
Pamela Tamburello        Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org 

 

 
    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  
    12211 Memorial Drive 
    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 
 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the January Contact is December 12. 


