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2015
Pastor’s Page
Thanks for the memories!
Oh, the places you go and the things that you see,
when you travel with the Better Side of Fifty!
We’ve been to Danevang to meet the Danes,
to New Ulm and then to LaGrange.
We’ve seen big Sam Houston and Huntsville's jail,
Orange’s Stark House and Shangri-La.
We’ve explored the Port and sailed the Buff;
Texas City’s trains were more than enough.
The Science Museum, the Height’s back streets,
A candy factory’s famous treats.
We’ve had bar-b-que at Janet’s farm,
Seen fireworks at Loretta’s deck.
We took John’s boat ride at McMurray’s place,
At Musinna’s vineyard said dinner’s grace.
From the back roads of Hill Country,
We searched for Bluebonnets;
At Galveston’s Octoberfest
We sang German sonnets.
We have traveled miles together
So thank you very much!
For the places we’ve been have all been quite nifty,
When you travel with the Better Side of Fifty!

Pastor and Dawn Zetto
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Thank you from the Zettos
Dear MDLC Congregation,
We treasure you in our hearts as we remember these precious five years among you in
discovery of the precious people God has gathered and continues to gather to be his
beloved at MDLC.
As we go forth we carry with us not only the precious joy of your faith in Christ Jesus,
but also the tokens of your love and sharing in gifts to be made (Texas quilt) and worn
(Rev. Ref’s shirt). We will place and make the sign of the cross on our door and
remember the dear ones with whom we lived under that cross!
Blessings and joy to you as you continue to live, love and proclaim the cross of Christ
to all the world!
Pastor Jeff and Dawn Zetto
P.S. We hope to be in our new home by the end of July. Move in should be the week
of July 28th with move out from the Katy house on the 27th. Feel free to come by.
The new anticipated address:
170 Meadow Valley Drive
Conroe, TX 77384
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President

Mike Riggs

Immediately following worship service on July 12, Pastor Blair Lundborg gave the
congregation an orientation on the call process. For those of you who could not join us that
day (and even for those who could, but did not take notes), here is a brief summary of certain
of the key messages presented by Pastor Blair.
First, information on the call process can be found on the synod’s website,
gulfcoastsynod.org. Once on the website, go to the leaders tab and click on the “Call Process
Resources” link. There you will find a host of resources on the call process and the
discernment work to be done in calling a new pastor.
Second, Pastor Blair set out five key questions for the congregation to work through during the
early stages of the call process:







Who and what has MDLC really been? Blair described this as coming to terms with
our past.
Who and what do we really want to be going forward? Blair described this as
discovering a new identity for MDLC.
What new roles will people play? Blair reminded us that the calling of a new pastor
provides a golden opportunity for members of the congregation to take on new or
different leadership roles in the life of MDLC.
How can others help us in our transition process? This is an excellent chance for
us to re-discover the ELCA and the synod and the resources they can share with us.
How can we help create God’s preferred future here at MDLC? Think about this –
this question envisions us having a real role – partnering, if you will – in God’s
renewing work here among us. What a privilege!!

Third, Pastor Blair pointed out that the entire call process is the work of the Holy Spirit. We
have to put in the labor and the time, but God is in control. We are not alone or on an island –
the Holy Spirit will be with us and among us throughout this period of discernment!
And fourth, as Pastor Blair told the Call Committee after the general orientation session, we
should endeavor to call the pastor that MDLC “needs” at this time in its life, after considering
where we are and where we believe God wants us to be in the future; this may or may not be
the pastor we think we “want” while wearing our rose-colored glasses.
Finally, Pastor Blair provided a basic timetable for the call process. Each call process is
unique, and we should prepare to be patient. The first real milestone is the Call Committee’s
preparation of MDLC’s “Ministry Site Profile” – think of it as the congregation’s resume. It
likely will take about three months for the MSP to be completed. During this phase the
committee will be seeking input from the congregation, via questionnaires, surveys and
meetings, as it works to answer the first two questions above.
Once the MSP is completed, Pastor Blair will scour the ELCA’s national database to provide
the committee with several names of pastoral candidates whose individual profiles/resumes
suggest they may fit well at MDLC. This scouring and vetting likely will take two to four
weeks. The committee then will have the opportunity to interview these candidates, initially by
Skype or telephone and later in person. Depending on how many follow-up interviews the
committee determines are appropriate, the interview phase likely will last six to eight weeks.

4

President

Mike Riggs

If the committee determines one of the initial candidates is the “finalist”, that pastor then would
visit, deliver a message or sermon, and chat with members of the congregation. Once the
committee and council are ready to recommend a candidate, the congregation must hold a
meeting at which the call can be considered and voted on. This process will likely take another
couple of months. And finally the called pastor must give their current congregation 30 days
notice, and then there is likely another few weeks of handling moving details before the new pastor
will be installed here at MDLC.
If all goes well and according to this timetable, we may be calling a new pastor some time after
Easter of 2016. If we do not find the pastor MDLC needs among the first batch of candidates,
Pastor Blair will provide additional candidates for us to consider.
The call period is a time of uncertainty, a time of reflection, a time of discernment. Such times can
make all of us feel a bit at loose ends. This is a normal way to feel. Share your thoughts and
concerns with others – talking really can help, particularly when you learn that others may have
similar perspectives and feelings. But have faith – the Holy Spirit is and will be with us every step
of this journey.
Your brother in Christ,
Mike

Appreciation of Pam Tamburello
Have you ever wondered how MDLC got so lucky to have a master musician and worship leader in
our midst? Those of us who have had the pleasure of worshipping with and listening to Pam over
the past couple of years know we have been blessed. Well, the ELCA recognizes Pam’s talents
as well!
Pam spent the week of July 19 attending two events in Atlanta: the ELCA’s worship jubilee and the
Association of Lutheran Church Musicians’ biennial conference. The jubilee, only the third held by
the ELCA since its formation in 1988, was a renewing event for church musicians, preachers and
those with a special interest in worship ministry. The theme of the jubilee was “the living voice of
the gospel.” The jubilee focuses on the proclamatory role of music – yes, music has a huge role in
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ.
But Pam did not spend the week just attending workshops and learning sessions. Among this host
of ELCA musicians from across the US, Pam was chosen to play her oboe at several worship

services held during the week. Pam is too modest to say much about this, but being asked to
play at this gathering of church musicians was quite an honor.
So the next time you find yourself tapping your toes when Pam gets going or closing your
eyes and just listening as she plays, remember to count your blessings and thank God for letting Pam be with us!
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Art Camp 2015
This year will be the 3rd year that this Art Camp for
children of the Westside Homeless Partnership takes
place at Memorial Drive Lutheran Church.
Angelika Millmaker, the Sponsor of this whole activity
takes her time and effort to host this event and put
smiles on these children’s faces.
Children from ages 5 to 13 got to enjoy several days
of creativity and delight, thanks to this event. They
created different types of artwork and smiles never
once left their faces.

Angelika Millmaker

On the first day of the Art Camp, Chick-fil-a donated
chicken and fruits for the children and on the second
day hot dogs were donated for them as well.

Volunteers and children enjoyed a wonderful time of creativity
and fun. Memorial Drive Lutheran Church would like to give a
thanks to the Kruse family; Jennifer, Thomas and Kate, they
answered an announcement posted in a website asking for
volunteers and this giving family came to help with joy and
commitment.
Thank you to Sergio Razo and Karina Hayn, for their dedication
and happiness.
A very special thanks to Pat Pfluger for bringing in fruits and
showing so much kindness to the children!
Angelika donated her time and material for thess children every
year, thank you for your kindness.

Karina Hayn

Pat Pfluger
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Worship Participants
Please volunteer:
Worship
Participants

August 2

August 9

Assisting
Minister

John
McMurray

Marilyn Mekala

Joyce
Kennedy

Gary
Tamburello

Gary
Tamburello

Lector

Scott Pierce

Jo Ann
Peschel

Scott Pierce

Mike Riggs

Mike Riggs

Doris Bosse

Elaine Riggs

Elaine Riggs

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Communion
Server

Angela Richter Angela Richter

Usher

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Acolyte

Ashlyn
Whitefield

Greeter

Janet and
Clarence
Zaozirny

Altar Guild

Laura and
Mary Lambert

Counter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Flowers

Lemburgs

Agnes Barrett

August 16 August 23 August 30

Luke
Whitefield

Barbara Elrod

Ellen Carter

Nedra Berger

Richters

Joyce
Kennedy

The Riggs

The Riggs

Linda Richter Linda Richter

Margaret
Bauer

Zaozirny’s

Linda
Richter

Locheed
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Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

As we journey through the summer, we realize that the beginning of the school year will be upon
us very soon. This is a great time for a fresh start! A great way to start anew is to get connected
by volunteering at MDLC. There are many areas in which people can serve, but this article is
about serving in the area of Worship and Music. Many people think of serving in a choir or other
ensemble, but one can serve in worship in many ways.
For those with musical gifts, consider serving in one of these ensembles:
Parish Choir-This is the ensemble that leads worship regularly on Sunday mornings. Rehearsals
are held on Tuesday nights in the choir loft (the week that has a council meeting on Tuesdays the
choir does not rehearse). While some members of our choir do serve as soloists, you don’t have
to be a soloist to participate. Rehearsals resume in late August.
Handbell Choir-Our bell choir uses handbells and handchimes. Rehearsals are held on Tuesday
evenings in the Bell Room. The ability to read music is important, and this group is great for those
who may not be singers but would like to use other musical gifts.
Sunday School Singers-This group meets during the opening of Sunday School at 9:15 am. During the school year, songs of the faith are learned and also presented during worship about once a
month.
If music is not your gift, consider becoming active in a volunteer worship group. You will
not be thrown into one of those roles without training. You will be trained to do serve in the
following areas:
Ushers/Greeters-Do you have the gift of hospitality? If you enjoy meeting and greeting, caring for
others, and generally being a great host, this is for you. Being an usher is a great way to meet others, especially if you are new to the congregation.
Lay Readers/Lectors-If you love to read aloud, use that gift in worship! Those involved in this
ministry help to bring God’s Word to life each and every Sunday.
Communion Servers-This is also a marvelous way to utilize the gift of hospitality, by sharing the
bread and wine with the congregation during our Sunday Eucharist services.
Altar Guild-Do you have a passion for the worship space? By preparing the communion table for
Holy Communion, this is one way that anyone who likes to “work behind the scenes” can be involved.
Assisting Ministers-Would you like to assist the pastor in leading worship? Assisting Ministers
are, in many ways, the voice of the congregation. They assist with the spoken and sung liturgy,
including the prayers of intercession and assist with communion.
Acolytes-School age students are all welcome to serve as acolytes! They light and extinguish the
candles. Plus, they assist the pastor in various ways, including the offering and communion.
Please consider serving this fall, whether or not it is in worship, fellowship, building and grounds, or
whatever area meets with your gifts. If you are not sure where to start, call the church office. You
will get hooked up with the needed tools to get you there. Then contact the person in charge of
that ministry. For groups that are involved with worship, you can contact Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music (aimpam@mdlc.org) or Joyce Kennedy, Worship and Music liason. But
most important of all…get connected!
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church (MDLC) has begun a partnership with the Interfaith Welcome
Coalition (IWC) to support the “Welcome Home Backpack” program. This San Antonio-based
program provides backpacks to immigrant women and children when they are released from
detention centers in Southwest Texas. The women and children have come to the US seeking
asylum from violence and abuse in their native Central American countries.
Upon their release from the detention centers, the families receive backpacks as they begin
their bus journey to their new home in the US. The number of backpacks needed has doubled
recently from 100 a month to 200 a month, and the consistent supply of donations has
declined. View http://nowcastsa.com/blogs/asylum-seeking-mothers-family-imprisonment-texas
for more on the tales and plight of these families.
After learning of the IWC program, MDLC set a goal of providing 50 backpacks a month for at
least the next year. We recognize that this may stretch our congregation’s resources. We are
writing to you today to ask for your help in getting to our goal of 50 backpacks a month from the
Houston area. Collection of supplies and help in assembling the backpacks once we have
inventory also is needed to support this program. We at MDLC are happy to serve as the
“middle man” and liaison in getting supplies and filled backpacks to the IWC for delivery to the
families.
This is a very valuable program and is much appreciated by the women and children. These
sisters and brothers have suffered greatly in their home countries, and then often have been
forced to spend many months at the detention centers before their freedom is granted. The
average cost for a backpack is about $20.
We are so grateful that we have an opportunity to serve in this way, and we are thankful for
your consideration in joining us in this effort. We will begin collecting donations and supplies in
September. Thank you for your support!
In His Service,
Ron Richter
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church Outreach Ministry
(C) 713-409-6411
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During August the church continues its journey in “ordinary time” when the color is green. Many of
the weeks in August reflect the theme of Jesus as the bread of life. The Sundays in August are
referenced below with a brief summary and the bible readings for that day.
Sunday, August 2, 2015
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost Apparently not satisfied by Jesus' feeding of thousands, some who were
there press him for a sign of his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. The readings for the day are:

Exodus 16:2–4, 9–15
Psalm 78:23–29

Ephesians 4:1-16
John 6:24-35

Sunday, August 9, 2015
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this bread
has eternal life now and will be raised on the last day. The readings for the day are:
1 Kings 19:4–8
Psalm 34:1–8

Ephesians 4:25-5:2
John 6:35, 41-51

Sunday, August 16, 2015
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and drink her
wine. The readings are:
Proverbs 9:1–6
Psalm 34:9–14

Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

Sunday, August 23, 2015
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
In today's gospel is the backdrop in John's gospel for Peter's confession of faith, "To whom can we
go?" The readings are:
Joshua 24:1–2a, 14–18
Psalm 34:15–22

Ephesians 6:10-20
John 6:56-69

Sunday, August 30, 2015
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while the essence of
God's law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but from the intentions of
the human heart. The readings are:
Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9
Psalm 15

James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
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MDLC News
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church is pleased to offer a
preventive health event. Life Line Screening, a
leading provider of community-based preventive
health screenings, will host their affordable, noninvasive and painless health screenings on
8/26/2015. Five screenings will be offered that scan
for potential health problems related to: blocked
arteries which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal
aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs
which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is
closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess
the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take
60-90 minutes to complete. In order to register for this event and to receive a $10
discount off any package priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.

Memorial Assistance Ministries Back-to-School Uniforms
Together we can help children start their school year the right way!
Fifty dollar uniform vouchers are given for each child meeting the poverty guidelines and
qualifying for free/reduced school lunch programs. MAM’s goal for 2015 is to provide clothing and supplies for 5,000 students.
What can you do to help? Donate to the MAM Back-to-School Program through your
check made to MDLC noting this as a donation for the MAM Back-to-School Program.
$20 provides belt, socks, shoes and underwear!
$50 Purchases a new uniform and a pair of shoes
$100 Helps a family outfit two children from head to toe!
See the tri-fold in the Narthex for more details. At the end of the campaign in August, a
lump sum check of Back-to-School collections will be submitted to MAM by the church.
Though the need is great, MAM is only able to give a limited number of clothing vouchers.
Each school has a dress code or clothing guidelines. In many schools children are required to wear a white polo shirt, khaki or navy pants or shorts, white socks and athletic/
tennis shoes. The staff and families often refer to it as the “uniform”. The “uniform”
vouchers are good at local stores such as Target, Academy, Fallas Parades, and Fiesta.
Thank you for helping our church to continue supporting our local community. In 2014
MDLC contributed over $800 to the Back-to-School Program.
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Happy Birthday
August
4 Mary Hodde
4 Carol McBride
4 Virginia Weiigelt
9 Nelda Frels
10 Devin Escamilla
14 Michael Riggs
16 Phyllis Branson
17 Dorothy Edmund
18 Anne Cameron
20 Laura Lemburg
26 Loral Haus

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
For (name): __________________________________

Happy Anniversary
June
1 Suzanne and Ed Locheed
5 Mary and Roger Lemburg
8 Loral and Don Haus
16 Dawn and Jeffrey Zetto
21 Janet and Clarence Zaozirny
27 Martha and Terry Satterwhite

Prayer Request Card
Date:__________

Need:
Surgery ( ) Treatment ( ) Recuperating ( ) Other __________________
Requested by:_________________________________________________
Relationship: __________________________________________________
Requester’s Phone:_____________________________________________

Sharon D’Amico, with Fountain Of Youth Yoga is teaching Yoga to adults, teens
and kids at Memorial Drive Lutheran Church and you are welcome. We will
meet in the Nursery Building and hold classes in the Lobby area.
The weekly schedule is as follows:
Tuesday Adult Yoga 9:30-10:30am
Thursday Family Yoga 5:00-6:00pm and Adult Yoga 6:15-7:15pm
A sign in sheet plus waiver will be available and is required for all students participating in class. Students can sign up at www.fountainofyouthyoga.net or
call Sharon at 713-598-5579.
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-6206

The deadline for submission of information for the September Contact is August 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church

STAFF

12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Pamela Tamburello

Nursery Open
8:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m.
Telephone:
713-468-9443
Fax:
713-468-0236
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org

CHURCH COUNCIL
President…………………………...
Vice President ........................ …..
Secretary ................................ …..
Treasurer ................................ …..
Worship & Music Ministry………...
Support Ministry ...................... …..
Learning Ministry .................... …..
Service & Fellowship Ministry . …..
Property Ministry ..................... …..
Communications Ministry........ …..
Outreach Ministry ................... …..

Mike Riggs
Karen Whitefield
Karen Carter
Linda Richter
Joyce Kennedy
Ron Campbell
Karen Whitefield
Susan Fisher
Stuart Moen
Doris Bosse
Ron Richter

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA
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