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Come to me all who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 

and you will find rest for your spirits.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
Matthew 11:28-30 

 
 
We are in the season of Lent, a time of introspection and reflection as we prepare for 
Holy Week and Easter.  The word lento is Latin for bending, like under a burden.  And 
when you are burdened, you slow down.  Back in the first century runners trained with 
weights tied to them so when it was time for the Big Race, they could cast off the 
excess weight and fly down the course1. 
 
Lent bids us be intentional about our living, to develop a personal discipline that 
includes more intentional time for God, and to review all the priorities by which we order 
our daily life. 
 
Lent was also the time for the final phase of the Catechumenate, a three-year period of 
training-and-inspection for adult candidates for Holy Baptism, culminating at the Easter 
Vigil.  During the third-through-fifth weeks of Lent, the Candidates for Baptism received 
special instruction, prayers, and anointing’s (including exorcism) and their moral 
conduct was asserted to the congregation2. 
 
Lent calls us to special fellowship at the Cross of Jesus.  The details of our Lenten 
Soup-and-Scripture are on page 3.  Join us.  Be raised in your spirit and in your living. 

  

Pastor Zetto 

1As in Hebrews 12:1 – “Since we are surrounded by so great a crowd of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely; and let us run with perseverance the race that is set be-
fore us.”  The scene is Rome’s Circus Maximus, a coliseum holding 250,000 spectators watching human 
and chariot races (the first century NASCAR; Indianapolis Speedway seats 268,000, Daytona Motor 
Speedway seats 168,000 [2016]). 

2The best example of early church practice is the Catechetical Lectures of Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, 
written about 350 AD describing both the doctrine of the Christian faith and its liturgical practice from 
Baptism to Holy Communion. 



 2 

 

 
Pastor’s “Schedule” 

 

 
 

 

  1 Mar Sun 12:00 N Executive Committee; Worship & Music Meeting 
 

  3 Mar Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant  (713-784-6620) 
  7:15 pm Congregation Council Meeting 
 

  4 Mar Wed 6:00 pm Soup & Scripture 
 

  8 Mar Sun 12:00 N Outreach Ministry Meeting 
 

  9 Mar Mon 6:30 pm Service & Fellowship Meeting 
 

10 Mar Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant  (713-784-6620) 
 
11 Mar Wed 6:00 pm Soup & Scripture 
 
12 Mar Thu 11:30 am Central Houston Lutheran Pastors; Rice Campus Ministry 
 
15 Mar Sun 12:00 N Fellowship—All Church Potluck 
 
16 Mar Mon 1:00 pm CROP; Interfaith Ministries 
 
17 Mar Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant  (713-784-6620) 
 
18 Mar Wed 6:00 pm Soup and Scripture 
 
24 Mar Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant  (713-784-6620) 
 
25 Mar Wed 6:00 pm Soup and Scripture 
 
28 Mar Sat 9:00 am All Church Work/Clean Up Day 
 
  2 Apr Thu 7:30 pm Maundy Thursday -Eucharist 
 
  3 Apr Fri 12:00 N Good Friday Devotions 
  7:30 pm Good Friday Tenebrae 
 
  5 Apr Sun 7:00 am Easter Sunrise Service 
  10:30 am Easter Festival Eucharist 

TWO  ALL CHURCH EVENTS IN MARCH! 

Sunday, March 15—All Church Pot luck  - bring your favorite dish, either homemade 
or bought and we will all join in a great feast.  It’s a lot of fun and really great com-

pany to dine in!!! 

Saturday, March 28—All Property Work Day—Spring cleanings and sprucing up the 

place for Easter and the Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday.  Join in the fun! 
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Are you unable to be at church?   
Pastor Zetto will be glad to commune you at home.   

Call the church office (713-468-9443) or Pastor at home (281-599-0885). 

Jesus: “The light of the Empty Tomb” 

Sermon Topics       

 

  1 Mar –  Second Sunday in Lent             “An Encounter With … Ministry”                Mark 8:34 
 

  8 Mar –  Third Sunday in Lent             “An Encounter With … The Sign”         John 2:18-19 
 

15 Mar –  Fourth Sunday in Lent             “An Encounter With … Purpose”               John 3:17 
 

22 Mar –  Fifth Sunday in Lent             “An Encounter With … Glory”                  John 12:23 
 

29 Mar –  Sunday of the Passion (Red) “An Encounter With … Justice” Mark 15:1 
 

  2 Apr –  Maundy Thursday (White) “An Encounter With … Action” Exodus 12:13 
 

  3 Apr –  Good Friday (7:30 p.m.)             “An Encounter With … Empowerment”  Isaiah 52:13 
 

  5 Apr –  Easter Sunrise (7:00 a.m.) “An Encounter With … Jesus” John 20:16 
 Easter Festival (10:30 a.m.) “An Encounter With … Fear” Mark 16:8 

Worship Plans for Lent 
 

“Encountering Jesus on the Way to the Cross” 
 

 

In Mid-February we transitioned from Epiphany (The “Shining Forth” of Jesus as “The 
Light of the World”) to Lent and a series of “Encounters” as we follow Jesus on his road to 
the Cross-and-Empty-Tomb.  Three of our Gospels come from John and tell us Stories 
about Jesus at his first (of three) Passovers (Lent 3 & 4) and at his last Passover (Lent 5). 
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Decide what to move 
aside in your life to 
experience Jesus 
more deeply in Lent. 

 
 
 

Place a Cross or 
image of Jesus in 
your house to keep 
you focused on Him. 

 

 
Pray the Lord’s 
Prayer slowly and 
meaningfully. 
 

 

 
Resolve to say only 
positive things 
about yourself and 
others today. 

 

       

 
Ask Jesus to heal 
whatever separates 
you from feeling 
God’s love. 

 
Read the 10 
Commandments 
(Exodus 20: 1-17) Ask 
God to help them be 
true in your life. 

 
 
 

Think how you may 
have betrayed Jesus 
today. Ask for his 
pardon. 

 

Take one idea from 
today’s Gospel to 
implement during 
this week. 

 

At the end of the 
day, make an 
exclamation of 
conscience. Resolve 
to amend your life. 

 
Look for evidence of 
God in your life 
today. 

 
Deal with or pray 
for anyone 
interfering with 
your relationship to 
God. 

 
Read at least one 
chapter of a Gospel 
in one sitting today. 
 
 

 
 

Save money by eating 
a meatless meal and 
give it as an offering 
for the poor. 

 

  
 

Review your Lenten 
experience thus far. 

 
Halfway through 
Lent today. Celebrate 
after church today. 
 
 

 
Forgive someone 
who has hurt you. 
 
 
 

 
Find a private place 
and set a time and 
pray. 

 
Decide what to 
move aside in your 
life to experience 
Jesus more deeply 

 
Resolve to withdraw 
from jiggling or 
criticizing anyone 
today.  

 
 

Fast from a bad habit 
or obsession today. 
 
 
 

 
 

Pick one way to 
simplify your life to 
make more room for 
God. 

 
Look around your 
neighborhood for  
signs of new life. 

 
Get up 15 minutes 
earlier today to 
spend time in 
prayer. 

 
Help someone at 
home today. 

 
Spend some time 
with someone who 
needs company. 

 
Pray for someone 
you don’t like. 

 
Pray for strength and 
humility as you 
abstain from food 
treats today 

 
Help at your church 
today, 

 
 

As you look at the 
Palms welcome 
Jesus into your 
heart. 
  

 
 

Recite the Apostle’s 
Creed and meditate 
on the words 

 
 

Prepare and hand 
out a bag for a 
street person today. 
 
 
 

 
 

Forgive someone 
who has hurt you. 

 
 

Attend church for 
Maundy Thursday. 

 
   

Imagine yourself at 
the cross today. 
Attend services at 
church. 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Pray for renewal of 
faith for all baptized. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

A Lenten Calendar 

We are already into Lent.  This Calendar is like an Advent Calendar; it has activities for 

each day of Lent – from the Second Sunday in Lent, March 1 through Holy Saturday, 

April 4.  The dates are not listed so it can be recycled every year (contact Dawn Zetto for 

the full Calendar).  Note also that Saturday, March 28, is “Clean Up Day” at MDLC.  

Easter Sunrise Service is at 7:00 a.m. and the Easter Festival Service at 10:30 a.m. 
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Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord 
while you are volunteering!!! 
Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you and 
become a worship participant on Sunday mornings!  Please check your 
schedule to see if you are available on Sundays to be one of the 
following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server, 
Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.  
 

Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  We really need 
you!  Thank you!  
                                                         Worship & Music Ministry 

Worship Participants  

Please 
volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 

Mar. 1 Mar. 8 Mar. 15 Mar. 22 
Mar. 29 

Palm Sunday 

Assisting  
Minister 

Dawn Zetto 
Gary 

Tamburello 

John 

McMurray 
Glen Dorow 

Joyce 

Kennedy 

Lector Jo Ann Peschel Scott Pierce 
Joyce 

Kennedy 
Karen Carter Scott Pierce 

Communion  
Server 

Ron Richter Mike Riggs Doris Bosse Elaine Riggs Angela Richter 

Ushers Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 

Greeter Susan Fisher 
Karen 

Whitefield 

Margaret and 

Mel Dosch 
Barbara Elrod 

Charles 

Gerum 

Altar Guild 
Martha 

Satterwhite 

Elaine and 

Mike Riggs 

Margaret 

Bauer 

Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 

Joyce 

Kennedy 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 

Flowers 

Kate Counsell 
&  

Jim Bornhardt 

Margaret & 
Mel Dosch 
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Director of Church Music       Pamela Tamburello 

 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 

We have begun our Lenten pilgrimage.  On Ash Wednesday we entered into the Lenten 
season, forty days in which we were invited to carry out the Lenten disciples of fasting, 
prayer, and works of love.  It is during this season when we also accompany people around 
the world who are preparing for baptism at Easter. 
 
As we get closer to Easter and enter into Holy Week (beginning on Palm Sunday), it is good 
to touch on the days leading up to Easter (it may be a little early to dive into this topic, but 
saving it for next month’s Contact could be too late).   Beginning on Maundy Thursday, we 
enter into the Triduum (pronounced tri-doo-um).  This is the great Three Days that begin at 
sundown of Maundy Thursday and culminate with Easter morning. 
 
We use the term three-in-one to describe the Holy Trinity, but it is also an apt way to speak 
of the triduum, or the Three Days.  At the center of the church year is our annual celebration 
of the paschal mystery of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  One way of observing Holy Week 
is to walk with Jesus through the last days of his earthly life and to emotionally relive the 
darkness of Good Friday and the surprising resurrection of Easter Sunday.   
 
The Three Days is our Christian Passover.  We are not trying to recreate first-century 
Jerusalem; rather, we are participating in the mysteries at the core of our faith.  Distinctions 
between past, present, and future disappear.  Like Jews who observe the Passover in light 
of their current context, we mark the Three Days not as a way to go back in time but to let 
the spiritual power of death and resurrection be unleashed for us today.  With Christ we 
“pass over” from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, from death to life. 
 
For these three days we put everything else aside so that we may attend to the awesome 
mystery that defines our faith: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again!  In a 
sense time stops and we enter eternity.  We have waited a year to celebrate these powerful 
liturgies, and we savor every moment.  We are not merely commemorating events from the 
past; we are participating in the very mystery at the center of our lives.  Baptismal dying and 
rising with Christ is not only our baptismal vocation, it is our sure and certain hope. 
 
The words of these days are the scriptures, hymns, and rites that mark our Christian 
identity.  Yet the images of the liturgies may speak even more powerfully to our souls and 
bodies.  The paschal candle carried in the dark worship space starkly contrasts with the 
radiant light of Christ’s resurrection.  The first eucharist of Easter is none other than our 
eating and drinking the rich abundance of the promised land. 
 
When the Three Days is observed with careful planning, joyful intentionality, and reverent 
celebration, it becomes the heartbeat of a parish’s life together.  The triduum is the center of 
the year; Lent flows to it and Easter flows from it.  In these holy days we find both our 
identity and our mission-remembered in the past, made present through word and 
sacrament, and propelling us with invincible hope into the future. 
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MLC Women’s Retreat:   April 24-26, 2015 

Ladies, save these dates:  Friday evening, April 24, 
through Sunday morning, April 26, 2015. The MDLC 
Women’s Retreat will again be at the Zaozirny 
Ranch located 80 miles west off I – 10 (exit at 
Weimer/Schulenburg). We have beds for14 ladies 
or more if we add additional sleeping 
accommodations.  If you would like to know more 
about our MDLC history of Women’s Retreats, talk 
to some of our previous retreaters to learn more.   
Carpooling is available and cost continues to be a 

bargain at $40 plus the book for the week-end.  If we have any money remaining after 
expenses, we will be donating to one of the charities supported by MDLC. 

Our topic this year is a new book on prayer, Pray Again, by Bishop Michael Rinehart. The book 
is available in paperback and on Kindle.  This is a down to earth book focusing on the benefits 
of prayer and types of prayer and promises to stimulate excellent discussion.  The house 
porches are a great place to enjoy swinging or rocking and watching the beautiful sunsets. You 
may enjoy walking the country roads and admiring the wild flowers.  Most of all, you will be 
surrounded by women who love the Lord and having fun! 

 If you would like to attend, call the church office or let Janet Zaozirny know.  A sign-up sheet 

will be in the Narthex in March. 
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Please sign-up for Altar Flowers! We still have openings throughout the year. Please 
choose one or more Sundays. The cost is $50.00 per arrangement for either the altar 
or pedestal arrangement.   

Outreach Ministry 

March 2015 

The Memorial Drive Community Donation Garden is getting ready for the Spring and 
many of you may have seen the invitation to join our Community Garden in Absolutely 
Memorial. Additions coming soon to the garden include installation of a rain collection 
water barrel attached to the Education Building and more beds for our community use.  
We are excited about partnering with Urban Harvest which provides resources and 
education opportunities to the users of the garden and also gives the Community Gar-
den visibility through the Urban Harvest web site and newsletter.     

Baptism is one of two sacraments in the Lutheran church and should be celebrated 
and remembered. MDLC celebrates the Baptismal anniversary each month so that we 
can renew our commitment to our faith. Since this is such an important milestone in our 
lives we have begun to provide photo’s of baptisms. In this way families have these 
memories to share of this blessed event and later can share with the child as they grow 
in God’s grace.  

As we continue the journey spreading the good news we need your continued thoughts 

and prayers on how we can strengthen and service our community. It is important as a 

community of faith that we all engage in the process so I encourage you to attend 

meetings with the ministries/committees that interest you and explore where you can 

help spread the good news!  

Memorial Assistance Ministries 2014 Report 

MDLC continues to support Memorial Assistance Ministries (MAM).  We received the 2014 MAM 
up-date in the February Congregational Meeting.  Most interesting was 1.1 million dollars profit 
from their re-sale shop sales.  All of these funds were then spent in supporting MAM programs in-
cluding temporary rent and utility assistance, assistance with tax preparation, employee job coun-
seling including resume development, funding for school clothing and other charitable activities for 
their assigned zip codes.  MAM is supported by Spring Branch Churches and now also by Spring 
Branch businesses.  Many volunteers provide the backbone for these activities and MAM contin-

ues to have a very small number of paid employees. 

If your are cleaning out your closets this month, please take your items to MAM. Please tell them 

you are from MDLC.  Our support of their re-sale shop makes a huge difference in the lives of the 

needy in Spring Branch. 
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President ··························   Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................   Karen Whitefield 

Secretary ...............................   Karen Carter 

Treasurer ...............................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Joyce Kennedy 

Support Ministry .....................   Ron Campbell 

Learning Ministry....................   Karen Whitefield 

Service & Fellowship Ministry.   Susan Fisher 

Property Ministry ....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry .......   Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ...................   Ron Richter 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Fax:              713-468-0236 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

        Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor J. Jeffrey Zetto     Email:  jjdrz10@aol.com or jjdrz@mdlc.org 
Pamela Tamburello        Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org 

 

    

 
    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the April Contact is March 12. 


