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Pastor’s Page
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God … For rulers are not a terror to good
conduct, but to bad.
Romans 13:1-3

February brings us Presidents’ Day with its emphasis on remembering the life and times of
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Washington’s birthday, 22 February 1, was always
a federal holiday since its inception in 1879 (Washington, D.C.) and 1879 (all of the USA).
Lincoln’s birthday (12 February 1809) was a state holiday in eight states2 until 1971when the
Uniform Monday Holiday Act3 offered a way to recognize both Presidents if states so wished,
otherwise “the third Monday in February” would be “Washington’s Birthday.”
All of which is to say, the Nation, like the Church, sets aside specific times to recognize its
heroes/Saints and we are fortunate to live in a country where that is possible. There are
countries where so-called national heroes are really villains, even years after their death; there
are countries where Christianity (and other religions) are suppressed by the state (or its
surrogates). Christianity was illegal in the Roman Empire until 313 A.D. (Edict of Milan).
And yet the Christian Church has consistently and persistently prayed for political leaders,
even those who most actively sought the end of the Church. Justin the Martyr wrote (156
A.D.) to the Emperor Antonius Pius:
Even more than others, we try to pay the taxes and assessments to those whom you
appoint as we have been taught by [Jesus]. … So we worship God only, but in other
matters we gladly serve you, recognizing you as emperors and rulers of men, and
praying that along with your imperial power you may also be found to have a sound
mind.
And so we pray. And so we celebrate. And so we live.
Thanks be to God

Pastor Zetto
1

22 February 1732 (11 February 1781 for those who note that there was a calendar shift in Greater
England in 1750 from the Julian to Gregorian calendars).
2
Arizona, California, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, New Jersey, and New York (Google).
3
UHMA days include Washington’s Birthday (3 rd Monday in February), Memorial Day (last Monday
in May), Labor Day (1st Monday in September), Columbus Day (2nd Monday in October). Veterans
Day was to be the 4th Monday in October but was quickly returned to 11 November.)

Pastor’s “Schedule”
3 Feb

Tue

9:30 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

8 Feb

Sun

12:00 N

Executive Committee

10 Feb

Tue

9:30 am
7:15 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
Congregation Council Meeting

12 Feb

Thu

12:00 N

Conference Clergy; Holy Cross (713-686-9095)

15 Feb

Sun

Church

HOLY BAPTISM: Max Schlaffer

16 Feb

Mon

6:30 am

Service and Fellowship Ministry Meeting

17 Feb

Tue

9:30 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

18 Feb

Wed

12:00 N
7:30 pm

Ash Wednesday Liturgy
Ash Wednesday Eucharist

19 Feb

Thu

12:00 N

Metro Lutheran Rostered; Salem (713-723-3509)

21 Feb

Sat

9:00 am?

22 Feb

Sun

12:00 N

Annual Meeting B

24 Feb

Tue

9:30 am
7:00 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620
Mutual Ministry

25 Feb

Wed

6:00 pm

Soup & Scripture

1 Mar

Sun

12:00 N

Executive Committee Meeting

3 Mar

Tue

9:30 am
7:15 pm

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)
Congregation Council

4 Mar

Wed

6:00 pm

Soup & Scripture

8 Mar

Sun

12:00 N

Outreach Ministry Meting

10 Mar

Tue

9:30 am

Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant (713-784-6620)

11 Mar

Wed

6:00 pm

Soup & Scripture

Council Retreat
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Sermon Topics
Worship Plans for February 2015
Epiphany – Lent
“Mark – Immediately, Now”
This Liturgical Year (began Advent 2014), our Gospels come mostly from Mark. It is easy
to think of Mark as a “Readers’ Digest Gospel” because it is the shortest; but that is far
from the truth. Mark was the first to write a “biography” of the ministry of Jesus, and that’s
what he did. Mark focuses on the public ministry of Jesus. There is no birth story and
Easter is told simply as “Jesus is risen” with no appearances of the Resurrected Christ.
We are expected to fill in the story of Jesus as Jesus has become resurrected in and
through our living. Mark’s other theme is “immediately,” watch how often Mark uses that
word in telling the Jesus Story.
In Mid-February we transition from Epiphany (The “Shining Forth” of Jesus as “The Light
of the World”) to Lent and a series of “Encounters” as we follow Jesus on his road to the
Cross-and-Empty-Tomb.
1 Feb – 4th Sun. after the Epiphany (Green) – “Astounding Authority”

Mark 1:22

8 Feb – 5th Sunday after the Epiphany (Green) –
“It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” Mark 1:38
15 Feb – The Transfiguration of our Lord (White) –
Holy Baptism
“Here’s Looking at You”

Mark 9:8

18 Feb – Ash Wednesday (Purple)

“An Encounter With … Process”

Joel 2:13

22 Feb – First Sunday in Lent

“An Encounter With … The Spirit”

Mark 1:12

1 Mar – Second Sunday in Lent

“An Encounter With … Ministry”

Mark 8:34

8 Mar – Third Sunday in Lent

“An Encounter With … The Sign”

John 2:18-19

15 Mar – Fourth Sunday in Lent

“An Encounter With … Purpose”

John 3:17

22 Mar – Fifth Sunday in Lent

“An Encounter With … Glory”

29 Mar – Sunday of the Passion (Red)

“An Encounter With … Justice”

John 12:23
Mark 15:1

2 Apr –

Maundy Thursday (White)

“An Encounter With … Action”

Exodus 12:13

3 Apr –

Good Friday (7:30 p.m.)

“An Encounter With … Empowerment” Isaiah 52:13

5 Apr –

Easter Sunrise (7:00 a.m.)
Easter Festival (10:30 a.m.)

“An Encounter With … Jesus”
“An Encounter With … Fear”

John 20:16
Mark 16:8

Jesus: “The light of the Empty Tomb”
Are you unable to be at church?
Pastor Zetto will be glad to commune you at home.
Call the church office (713-468-9443) or Pastor at home (281-599-0885).
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President

Mike Riggs

GOINGS ON AT MDLC
Well, only the first month of 2015 is behind
us, and we have had much to celebrate
already. January 18th we got to witness
and participate in Elle and Jae Caldwell’s
baptisms, where our Father announced
that they are beloved, His children, and
our little sisters in Christ. A week later,
four of our young people affirmed their
faith and trust in and love of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, as we witnessed and
participated in the confirmations of Dillon
Carter, Brandon Escamilla, Kennedy
Havens and Ashlyn Whitefield. These four
are now ready for a new role in our church
family. Let’s support all the newly baptized
and confirmed children of God with our prayers and love!

Our doors are
always Open...

The Council, carrying on work begun last year, believes it is time for some changes at MDLC.
Last year, under the guidance of Ron Richter and with the support of the Whitefields, MDLC
developed our donation community garden, and we have been enjoying the produce and
beauty ever since. The garden will be expanded in the coming months, as we see if it can
serve as outreach to our surrounding neighborhoods. Council also believes we can do a better
job showing our neighbors what MDLC has to offer. For several months Council has been
evaluating purchase and installation of an electronic sign for the front lawn. In February at the
annual congregational meeting Council will have a sign proposal for the congregation to
consider.
MDLC has had a long tradition of great music and liturgy. In her nearly two years here at
MDLC, Pam Tamburello has taken our music program to new heights – it is simply marvelous
to be able to hear her play, the various choirs and soloists sing and ring, and us in the pews
doing our best to make a joyful noise (for those sitting near me, that “noise” really is me trying
to sing). Most of us know Schroeder, the Peanuts character that can play Beethoven
symphonies on his toy piano –think what he could do with a real one! Well, Pam is a bit like
Schroeder, as she belts out wonderful music on an organ that is showing its age and years of
minimal upkeep. Council thinks the time is right to do some serious repair. We also will be
bringing the congregation a proposal on the organ repair and its financing at the February
meeting for your consideration.
So buckle your seats – we have gotten to experience two mountain top experiences in January
with the baptisms and confirmations, and only God knows what new hopes and ventures He
has in store for us as we move further into 2015. But amidst whatever changes we undergo,
there will be constant reminders of Christ’s presence with us, in the bread and wine that
nourishes us at the altar, in the preaching from the pulpit, in our Bible study and lessons, in the
peace of the Lord we share each and every Sunday. Just as God proclaimed little Elle and Jae
His beloved children two weeks ago, He proclaims us His beloved children always.
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Learning Ministry

Karen Whitefield

Happy Valentine’s Day!
It’s our tradition to send goodie boxes to our college
aged youth and goodie bags to our home bound members
to show our love and support. Please consider donating
small gifts or goodies to share with these members.
Collection boxes will be in the Narthex and office through
February 8th, and boxes and bags will be mailed off or
delivered before Valentine’s Day.

Teen Fellowship
Now that we have four confirmed youth, we plan to continue
their faith education by having a teen gathering during the
education hour to have Bible study.

Vacation Bible School Is Just Around The Corner!
Please keep in mind that we will once again host
Vacation Bible School/Day Camp featuring Lutherhill
camp counselors July 27th-31st. The theme this year is
“Act. Love. Walk.”, an abbreviated reference to what the
Lord requires of us from Micah 6:8 “To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”
Registration will begin in May and continue until all 30
spaces are filled. Older youth 6th-8th grade are welcome
to join the VBS experience as junior leaders. They will
be provided training on how to lead the younger youth in
song, worship, skits and Bible study and then will serve
as supervised junior leaders. Congregational volunteers
are welcome and needed!
Please contact Karen Whitefield at karenwhitefield@me.com or 713.446.8678.

Romans 8:28 “And we know that God causes everything to work
together for the good of those who love God and are called
according to his purpose for them.” (NIV)
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Worship Participants
Please
volunteer:
Worship
Participants

Feb. 1

Feb. 8

Feb. 15

Assisting
Minister

John McMurray

Dawn Zetto

Hub Tett

Lector

Scott Pierce

Mike Riggs

Joyce
Kennedy

Communion
Server

Ron Richter

Angela Richter

Doris Bosse

Ushers

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Greeter

Doris Pierce

Susan Fischer

Allen Carter

Feb. 18

Feb. 22

12pm: J. Kenndy

Gary
Tamburello

7pm: J. Kennedy

Joyce Kennedy Janet Zaozirny

7pm A. Richter

12pm C. Gerum
7pm S. Moen

N/A

Karen
Whitefield

Stuart Moen
Janet &
Clarence
Zaozirny

Susan Locheed

Altar Guild

Tomiko MitaMayo

Margaret
Bauer

Joyce
Kennedy

Counter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Linda Richter

Flowers

Carter Family

Dosch Family

Tett

Altar Guild

Tomiko Mita
Mayo

Martha
Satterwhite

Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord
while you are volunteering!!!
Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you and
become a worship participant on Sunday mornings! Please check your
schedule to see if you are available on Sundays to be one of the
following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server,
Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.
Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex. Please sign up. We really need
you! Thank you!
Worship & Music Ministry
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Tell The Story
Lenten Mid-Week “Soup and
Scripture” Themes

18 Feb – Ash Wednesday (7:30 p.m.)* “An Encounter With … Process”

Joel 2:13

25 Feb – The Story of Peter – Loyalty
4 Mar – The Story of the Jewish Leaders – Principle
11 Mar – The Story of Pontius Pilate – Ambition
18 Mar – The Story of The Soldiers – Authority
25 Mar – The Story of God – Self-Giving
2 Apr – Maundy Thursday *“An Encounter With … Justice”*
7:30 p.m. – Holy Communion
3 Apr – Good Friday* “An Encounter With … Empowerment”
12:00 Noon – Devotions on The Cross’ Words
7:30 p.m. – Office of Tenebrae (Gathering Darkness)
5 Apr – Easter Sunrise (7:00 a.m.)*
Easter Festival (10:30 a.m.)

“An Encounter With … Jesus”
“An Encounter With … Fear”

Exodus 12:13
Isaiah 52:13

John 20:16
Mark 16:8

*Sunday Theme
Each of our Mid-Week Soup and Scripture gatherings
begins with a light supper (6:00 p.m.) and concludes
with Devotions (7:00 p.m.) around the theme “Telling
the Story of …” featuring a character from the Passion
Story and their main personality quality. The Story will
ask the question, “Where do you see yourself in this
Story?” If you would like to present one of these characters (or another) or have a different “twist” on their
character, please volunteer by calling Pastor Zetto (O:
713-468-9443 or H: 281-599-0885).

9

Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

Our Lenten Journey
This year we begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday, February 18th. Lent is the
40-day season that precedes Easter. This is a time rich in possibilities, as one
emphasis of this season is adopting one or more of the spiritual disciplines.
The most common spiritual disciplines are fasting, prayer and almsgiving. Sometimes,
however, Lutheran Christians dismiss these practices as being “too Catholic.” That
wariness can prevent us from embracing or adapting a rich practice that our ecumenical
friends have found meaningful. For Lutherans, the true measure of a Lenten discipline
rests in whether it serves to deepen our relationship with God and help us serve our
neighbor in Christ’s name.
Remember that adopting a spiritual discipline is not about punishment. It is truly
about “disciple-ing:” being formed as a disciple, which involves learning, practice and
commitment in order to change and grow in one’s call to follow Jesus. The liturgy for
Ash Wednesday invites us to embrace the discipline of Lent—self examination and
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by
the gifts of word and sacrament.
The Lenten disciplines offer freedom and flexibility. We are free to consider a
variety of practices in order to create a meaningful Lenten discipline. A discipline is
internally chosen, not externally imposed, although some honest conversation with a
trusted confidante might help you identify a particular discipline to adopt.
Lent is a good time to connect with community. Consider taking the time to deepen
your study of Scripture, alone and with others. You might begin or renew a practice of
daily Bible reading and prayer. You might choose to spend time studying the Scripture
texts for the previous or upcoming Sundays. You could choose one or more Lenten
hymns (which can be found in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, #319-343) and let them
become the basis of your daily prayer.
This is a time of serving, not suffering. Classic Lenten disciplines such as fasting,
prayer, and almsgiving focus on identifying with Christ’s suffering on the cross through
personal actions of devotion or deprivation. A carefully chosen Lenten discipline leads
us to focus on our call to love God and serve our neighbors. Honest reflection can help
us see how some disciplines can be more about serving than suffering. For instance,
instead of giving up chocolate to identify with Christ’s sufferings through personal
deprivation, you might give up desserts so that you can donate what you would have
otherwise spent on treats to help those who are hungry, such as ELCA World Hunger or
your local food bank.
Lenten disciplines come to us with an invitation, not a demand. Remember that God
won’t love you more if you practice a Lenten discipline or love you less if you don’t. As
we enter into the season of Lent, let us do so both with discipline and freedom, purpose
and flexibility. Lent invites us to reflect deeply upon the gift of God’s grace.
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Many Thanks to all who helped
take down and pack up the
Christmas decorations and for
the wonderful fellowship
afterwards—
The Worship and Music team.

Please sign-up for Altar Flowers! We still have
openings throughout the year. Please choose one
or more Sundays. The cost is $50.00 per
arrangement for either the altar or pedestal
arrangement.

The Better Side of Fifty begins their 2015
adventures with a bus trip to Old Washington
on the Brazos to observe Texas Independence
Day on March 2!
Join the Better Side of Fifty on March 2 as they board a
bus and journey to Old Washington on the Brazos which
just happens to be the birthplace of Texas to help
celebrate Texas Independence Day which is March 2!
The bus leaves at 9:00 AM and lunch will be at a
restaurant to be determined later. Sign up sheets in
Narthex.
ugustana Food Pantry needs you! Please remember to bring jars of peanut butter, rice, beans or soup for our Peanut Butter Ministry, we share these
great foods with the poor!
February Annual Congregational Meeting: MDLC
will hold its February semi-annual congregational
meeting on Sunday, February 22, immediately after
worship. At the meeting, reports of the Council, treasurer, committees, pastor and church musician will be
presented and the annual budget will be considered
and adopted. Additionally, the Council will present
proposals to re-finance the current building loan, purchase and install an electronic sign, and conduct significant renovations on the organ. Any other items of
new business that any member of the congregation wishes to present also will be discussed. Please plan to attend this important congregational meeting.
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Living Water
This sermon was preached by Gulf Coast Synod Bishop Michael Rinehart at Lakewood Church
on January 23, 2015 for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
Welcome! Say hello to the person behind you.
My name is Mike Rinehart. I am the Lutheran bishop in Houston. And I commend you for making
time to come tonight. You know the church has set aside this week to pray for unity for over 100 years?
I also want to thank Lakewood Church for graciously hosting this prayer service. I commend all of
you for setting aside your scruples, your doubts and your fears of the other, and coming on a Friday
night to pray for the unity of the church, as Jesus prayed for the unity of the church in John 17. Here is
what Jesus prayed for: “That they will all be one, just as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. I pray
that they will be in us, so that the world will believe that you sent me.”
Why is it so important to pray for the unity of the church? So that the world will believe.
Let’s pray.
Creator God just as you are in Christ and Christ in you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, make us one. May
we be in you, so that the world might believe, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
We follow a border-crossing Jesus who calls us to be a border-crossing church. Good news, we
have a God who loves sinners.
In John 4 Jesus breaks all the rules. Jesus crosses the border into Samaria. Jews have no dealings
with Samaritans.
Why? Because Samaritans were different. Samaritans intermarried with other indigenous races. And
religiously, they had adopted some pagan practices. Jesus should not be here.
Jews were not supposed to do business with Samaritans. No hand shake. No eye contact. It was
difficult to travel in Samaria without becoming unclean by doing these things. Many Jews would go
around Samaria avoid the problem. Jesus goes through. He has placed himself where he is most likely
to bump into a stranger, an unclean stranger. It’s almost as if he planned it…
Where are you gonna place yourself this week, this year? How are you going to reach across the
line this year and befriend someone outside your comfort zone?
Certainly he won’t talk to anyone. But no, Jesus ends up talking not just talking to a Samaritan, and
a woman at that. He shouldn’t be talking to her. A man does not speak to women in public unless it is
his wife, daughter, sister. Jesus strikes up a conversation with the Samaritan woman. Now he has
crossed borders of race, religion and gender. Jesus crosses the borders of racism, sexism and
classism, just by sitting down and having a conversation with a woman. Even the woman finds this
remarkable. She says, “How is it you, a Jew are asking me, a Samaritan woman for water?”
Who will you have a conversation with this week?
Jesus says, if you knew me, you’d be asking for living
water. Jesus wants to move the conversation past
quenching physical thirst to quenching spiritual thirst.
Past the water of human religion to the living water of the
Holy Spirit that knows no such sectarian boundaries.
He says go get your husband. “I have no husband.”
You’ve had five husbands, and he one you’re living with
now is not your husband…” Amazed, she says you must
be a prophet. But here’s the deal: We believe that this is
the right mountain to worship on, and you folks believe in
the other mountain. In other words, we cannot fellowship because of our religious differences. Jesus
says, “Not this mountain or that mountain. The days are coming when true believers will worship in
Spirit and truth.” God is bigger than your religious traditions. God is bigger than your denominational
peculiarities. How do you relate to those who worship on a different mountain?
(Continues on Page 14
13 and 15)

Then the disciples get back from their shopping trip. They come around the corner to find Jesus talking
to a Samaritan woman, a five-time divorcee who is living with her boyfriend. The text says they were
astonished that Jesus was talking with a woman. John 4:27. And they were afraid to say a single thing to
him about it. They’re watching and learning. Jesus is the ultimate model for interfaith and
interdenominational dialog.
Good news: We have a God who crosses borders, from heaven to earth. In his life he crosses
borders of race, creed, gender and stigma. In his death Jesus crosses the ultimate boundary of death
and resurrection. He invites us to come with him. We follow a border-crossing Jesus who calls us to be a
border-crossing church.
So what are we going to do about it, church?

If we’re going to take Jesus seriously, follow Jesus’ footsteps, and be a border-crossing church, what
do we do? I’m going to propose a seven-point plan for the unity of the church in Houston. Many gifts.
One Spirit. Many wells. One living water. Now I know no one can remember seven points, I’ve already
put it up on a blog, bishopmike.com. If you have your gizmo, I give you permission to follow along with
me: bishopmike.com. Mind you, I have no authority to make a seven-point plan for the unity of the church
in Houston, but I’m going to do it anyway. The Spirit whispered in my ear. Here we go. Are you with me?
Is your mind alert?









Make Galatians 3:28 our theme verse. Let’s start with Scripture. Every follower of Christ in what is
now the most multicultural city in the U.S. memorize and internalize Galatians 3:28. “…There is no
longer Jew and Greek, there is no longer slave or free. There is no longer male or female, for we are
all one in Christ Jesus our Lord.” For Paul, the life, death and resurrection of Jesus means these
distinctions are irrelevant now. I’m convinced if Paul was preaching in my place here in Houston
tonight, at the largest church in the U.S., he would say, “There is no longer Anglo and Latino, there is
no longer Asian and African American, there is no longer rich and poor, there is no longer male and
female, there is no longer Catholic and Baptist, Pentecostal and Methodist, for you are all one in
Christ.” You are clothed with Christ. You are not clothed with Luther. You are not clothed with
Wesley. You are not clothed with Calvin. You are clothed with Christ. Maybe the hem is Wesleyan,
but you’re clothed with Christ. So step one, make Galatians 3:28 our theme verse. Memorize it and
live into it.
Make love of God and neighbor our highest priority. The love of Christ is the living water. Keep
the main thing the main thing. Yogi Berra said “The main thing is to keep the main thing the main
thing.” What’s the main thing? Someone asked Jesus that once. He responded, “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength. This is the first
and greatest commandment. The second is like unto it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On
these two rest all the law and he prophets.” Someone then asked him: “But who is my neighbor?”
Who must I love? And Jesus told a story about a Samaritan. A Good Samaritan. The Samaritan is
your neighbor. The stranger is the one you are called to love. If we love only those in our club, we
have not heard the gospel. Loving God and neighbor is more important than being right. If we keep
the main thing the main thing, the little things will become less important.
Make humility our primary attitude. Remember that God doesn’t just live on your mountain. We
need to learn humility. You don’t know everything. Leave a little room for possibility that others have a
piece of the truth. When people pray, across race and religion, there is only one God listening. That
God doesn’t live just on your mountain.
Listen to what the apostle says in Ephesians 4:
“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you — lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have
been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and
one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. (Eph. 4:1-6)
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Pray for the unity of the church. Pray weekly. Many
already do. Prayer changes things. Especially when we
pray together. Something always happens. Pray that
Jesus’ followers might be one, that the world might
believe.
Work for the unity of the church. Step across the
border. Every church commit right now to developing an
ongoing relationship with a church of a different
tradition or race. Anglo, Latino, African American,
Asian, Pentecostal, Catholic, Baptist and so on. Every
person make a friend from another race or religious
tradition, to stretch yourself, to learn about them, and
about the God who is bigger than any of us. Be a sign of the diversity of the body of Christ.
Serve together. This year, serve with someone different than you. We don’t have to do everything
together, for unity, but we can serve together. You don’t have to agree theologically to feed the
hungry together. You don’t have to agree theologically to welcome the stranger, clothe the naked,
visit those sick and in prison. My Baptist buddy Joel Goza reminded me this week that the woman at
the well returned home telling people about Jesus. That town was a different place because she had
gotten a taste of living water. How will our city be different now that we’ve tasted the living water?
What if the most churched city in the U.S. had the lowest poverty and the highest cooperation? Let’s
make serving our common mission.
Last but not least: Stop… bickering. Just stop! Christ did not die so that we could fight about
predestination!

Author Craig Groeschel tells the story of going to a dog race. You know how the dogs chase the fake
rabbit on the mechanical arm? Well the arm broke down. And the dog stopped running the race and
started fighting amongst themselves. When people lose sight of their common mission, they stop running
the race set before them and they start bickering amongst themselves. Let’s not do that. We don’t need
that in Houston.
Any army that spends most of its energy fighting each other will lose the battle. Can I get an amen?
When I see Christians constantly fighting I think, what kind of witness is that? It’s okay to have
differences and to discuss them, just don’t go for the jugular. Don’t make it the first thing or even the
most important thing.
Conclusion:
So let’s review:
1. Galatians 3:28
2. Make love your aim.
3. Humility. Have this mind among you…
4. Pray for unity
5. Work for unity
6. Serve together
7. Stop bickering
Sound like a plan? I believe the Spirit is doing something in Houston. Let’s get on board.
Remember this: What unites us is greater than what divides us. Our differences may seem big, but
they’re not. They’re tiny compared to what we have in common. You are all from different traditions.
But watch this. Let me hear you. How many of you believe in God? Put your hands together. How many
believe that Jesus is the hope of the world? Holy Spirit? Prayer? Bible? The resurrection? Amen. How
many believe we are one body? One Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism. One God. Go,
be a border-crossing church. Drink the living water!
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77024-6206

The deadline for submission of information for the March Contact is February 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church

STAFF

12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Pastor J. Jeffrey Zetto
Pamela Tamburello

Nursery Open
8:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m.

CHURCH COUNCIL

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Fax:
713-468-0236
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

Email: jjdrz10@aol.com or jjdrz@mdlc.org
Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org

President ··························
Vice President ........................
Secretary ...............................
Treasurer ...............................
Worship & Music Ministry .......
Support Ministry .....................
Learning Ministry....................
Service & Fellowship Ministry.
Property Ministry ....................
Communications Ministry .......
Outreach Ministry ...................

Mike Riggs
Karen Whitefield
Karen Carter
Linda Richter
Joyce Kennedy
Ron Campbell
Karen Whitefield
Susan Fisher
Stuart Moen
Doris Bosse
Ron Richter

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA
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