Pastor’s Page
Sisters and Brothers,
Last month I called us as a congregation to a year of hospitality, and I asked you all to begin praying
for those in the community around us who need a space and community where they can encounter
God’s grace and love, and also to pray for Memorial Drive Lutheran Church that God would form us
to be that place for people. The discipline of prayer for the outsider and the stranger is one that I
hope you will continue this month and throughout the year.
At a time of deep unrest and uncertainty in our nation, our tendency can be just the opposite—to wall
ourselves off from others and stick with the people we know who are more comfortable to us. The
unknown can stoke anxieties. Rick Steves, the noted travel guide and an ELCA brother of ours,
discussed how pushing through that anxiety can lead to us feeling more connected and less anxious
in a recent post on Facebook. As someone who has spent most of his life traveling to other places in
the world and encountering new people, he said, “When we travel to troubled lands and get to know
people who are supposed to be our enemies, we humanize them. By meeting each other face to
face, we make it tougher for forces in their lands to demonize us with their propaganda, and tougher
for our government to demonize them with ours.”
The power of humanizing other people is not just a global one but a local one. After one of my recent
sermons about inviting friends to church, someone shared with me that they often struggle to even
connect with their neighbors. For those of us (and I include myself in this) who feel a bit more
introverted, it can be hard to approach new people and make connections. Pam’s article in this
contact has some really great suggestions for doing this both when we see guests in worship and
when we encounter neighbors right around us. I think one of the most important things I say to
myself when I feel nervous about approaching someone new is, “Will, you aren’t selling something.
You don’t have to say the perfect thing. Just start a conversation, see what happens when you just
show interest and concern about who they are.”
Last November, we asked everyone in the congregation to fill out pledge cards making a
commitment to themselves and to God about what their financial stewardship would look like in the
coming year. Now I want to encourage you to make a different kind of pledge to yourself and to God.
I want to invite you to pledge to connect with new people, guests in church, and neighbors. Take a
plate of cookies to a neighbor you’ve never met. Invite someone in church out for lunch on Sunday.
Start up a conversation with someone at the grocery store or on a plane. No agenda is needed, just
an intention to show God’s grace, love, and concern for that person and who they are. See what
God does. Pray about it and pledge a number that seems reasonable to you. In times where it can
be so easy to feel disconnected and isolated from others, make this a year of connections. Write the
number on a card and put it up somewhere you will see it. In the Gospel of John, Jesus calls himself
the vine, a source of connection. As we work on our hospitality as a church, let’s reflect our Lord and
be a source of connection to those around us.
In Christ,

Pastor Will

Learning Ministry Carolyn White / Karen Whitefield
Interfaith Ministries ILEAD Youth Day of Service
On Martin Luther King, Jr. day, nine members of our youth group and three adults spent the
morning volunteering at Interfaith Ministries as part of ILEAD's Youth Day of Service. They
provided breakfast, then we spent some time "breaking the ice" and getting to know some of
youth from seventeen different faith backgrounds. The youth shared what they value about
their faith lives, and also shared some common misconceptions about their beliefs and faith
expressions. It was truly a joy to listen to them sharing…and to hear the commonality within.
All of the youth spoke about how their faith teaches them to love and care for one another and
all of creation.
The youth and adults were split into four groups focused on several projects. One project
involved cleaning and refurbishing bicycles that would be given to refugees. This project was
overseen by volunteers from Freewheels Houston, a non-profit that collects, cleans and
repairs donated bicycles, then gets them to refugees in need. The bicycles are essential for
the refugees' success, as they must become employed almost immediately upon arrival. The
repurposed donated bicycles help refugees get to and from work, ESL classes and shopping.
Another project, "Animeals", led the youth to package pet food for the Meals on Wheels
recipients with pets. Without assistance caring for their pets, some elderly share their human
rations with their pets, and thereby neither party gets appropriate or adequate nutrition. There
was a lot of enthusiasm, even if everyone smelled like dog food at the end!
As part of the Meals on Wheels program that delivers hot meals on weekdays to at-risk
elderly, the youth packaged breakfast bags which held non-perishable breakfast foods and
beverages so that their weekend nutritional needs might be met.
Another complement to the Meals on Wheels program involves severe weather preparedness,
both for icy weather and during the hurricane season. Another group filled bags that held a
days' worth of food and water for Meals on Wheels recipients to set aside in the event that
winter weather makes food delivery unsafe.
We accomplished these acts of service alongside the noise and excitement of the MLK Day
parade within our sights. The love and energy behind these projects was uplifting. We hope to
make this an annual tradition for our youth to serve our community.

Service Ministry

Ron Richter

Exciting Times for Service Ministry
January was a busy month for the Service Ministry with backpacks, planting of trees, Youth
Service day with Interfaith Ministries, and the youth packing of Grace bags.
Thanks for everyone's participation !!
We also have completed the review of our Service Ministry which included meeting with Kindred Lutheran Church, Westside Homeless, MAM, Krause Center, CANCARE and Spring
Branch Food Pantry to see how we could become a better partner. This month on February 11
at our next Service Meeting we will determine our partners and opportunities to support for
2017. Please plan on attending, your input is needed and critical as we plan our new year.
Many blessings,
Ron Richter
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MDLC News
MDLC Wish List Update
SANCTUARY:
Furniture to house sound board and audio equipment for sanctuary: $2,000
PROPERTY MINISTRY:
New flooring for the Secretary’s office: $1,500—Collected $200
Capital reserve fund for sanctuary A/C unit: $40,000—Collected $500
New flooring for choir loft: $1,640
Shed for gardening tools: $500
YOUTH MINISTRY:
Air hockey table for youth room: $2,000
New carpeting for youth room: $1,500—Collected $400
New ping pong equipment: $25—Collected $25
New billiard cues (4 requested): $30/each, total of $120—Collected $120
Billiard cue wall rack: $40—Collected $40
SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY:
Icemaker for kitchen: $2,000 - Collected $100
Stove cooktops (2 requested): $400/each, total of $800—Collected $400
Ovens (2 requested): $2,000/each, total of $4,000—Collected $3,500
The above amounts were as of December 19, 2016.

Thank You!
The girls at Krause Children’s Center in Katy and a family (mother and 3 daughters) served
by the Westside Homeless Partnership were the recipients of our congregation's charitable
giving at Christmastime. Enough money was donated to cover the cost of sixty gift bags
containing personal items for the girls at Krause Center. The Westside Homeless family was
so excited to receive clothing, toys, games, and gift cards. The Service and Fellowship
Committee thanks all who donated so generously.

Happy Birthday February
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Mary Lemburg
Margaret Bauer
Nedra Berger
Carolyn White
Dorothy Corbe
Vicky Etheredge

9
10
22
28

Bill Koran, Jr.
Hub Tett
Tomiko Mita-Mayo
Anna Eiesland

Prayer List
Anne Heckman
Blanca Flores
Carol McBride
Carol Neal
Chad Ferguson
Doug Pfluger
Ed Howard
Ed Locheed

George Evertsz
Hope O’Pake
Jill Kosinski
Jose Alcantar
Kelly Jones
Laura Sparks
LuVerne Blanc
Wendy Gonzalez

Martha Dorow
Marilyn England
Marjorie Lemire
Matthew Counsell
Margarita Mejia
Maxine Wilson
Pamela Tamburello
Pat Lynn

Peggy Brown
Royce Brown
Ryland Macomb
Sandy Dillion
Sarah Day
Tammy Russell
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Worship Leaders
Please
volunteer:
Worship

February 5

February 12

Assisting
Minister

Marilyn
Mekala

Angela
Richter

Acolyte

Leonard
Olschimke

Luke
Whitefield

Lilly
Olschimke

Paige Pierce

Lector

Jo Ann
Peschel

Erin Storm

Jane
Brownlee

Angela
Richter

Communion
Server

Angela
Richter

Doris Bosse

Usher

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Greeter

Diana Brandt

Nancy
McMurray

Altar Guild

Mary and
Laura
Lemburg

Counter

Flowers

Elaine Riggs

February 19

February 26

Hub Tett

Doris Bosse

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Barbara Elrod Leah Hartwig
Mary and
Laura
Lemburg

Elaine Riggs
and Mike
Riggs

Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter

Laura Smith

Helen
Schauer

Tomiko Mita
Mayo
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Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

Hospitality in Worship
In recent weeks we have heard Pastor Will talking about hospitality here at MDLC. He has
mentioned it on Sunday mornings in worship, included it into his sermons, and has discussed it with
leadership. But just what is hospitality and how can we do it?
Worship is the one time during the week when the most people come together. Meetings during
the week have a number of the faithful who come together to work in a particular ministry. But it is
in worship where people of various ages and groups gather as the worshipping assembly.
Because of this, it is important to offer great hospitality. To do this, we want to provide a warm,
friendly, and helpful environment. In addition, we want to help people to feel welcome and
accepted. In addition, we want to connect people to each other and to Christ. But how do we do
that?
Be a door opener! Take the time to physically open the outside door for people. This helps
people realize that we are here to serve.
Be a great host! Greet people and shake their hand. If someone is new, offer them a cup of
coffee (in our setting, this would happen following worship), show them where the restrooms are
located, and perhaps give them a tour of our campus.
Be a mingler! Anyone can intentionally look for any guests that are with us. Look for people who
are on the outside of the room and are standing alone. Walk up to them, introduce yourself and get
to know them. Take the time to meet someone you don’t know after worship.
Be a connector! As you meet new people and get to know them, connect them with others. If you
meet a young family with children, for example, introduce them to an MDLC family that also has
children.
Be an inviter! After meeting a new person or family, invite them to lunch or dinner. This gives you
a chance to learn more about them and they can learn more about you and the church. People
crave to be part of a community and by breaking bread with them you are extending that hand of
welcome and invitation.
There are other ways to offer great hospitality. I’ve mentioned just a few in this article. Just
remember that it is all about providing a warm, friendly, accepting, and authentic environment. Just
be yourself as you intentionally connect people with each other and to Christ!

On Sunday, February 12 we will celebrate Thanksgiving for Baptism during the gathering rite in worship. All those with February baptismal birthdays will be invited to come forward to light a candle. As an assembly
we will all give thanks for our baptisms as well. According to the
church’s records, the following people have February baptismal birthdays. If you have any corrections to this list, please email Pamela Tamburello, director of church music at aimpam@mdlc.org.
Remy Anderson
Martha Satterwhite
Janet Wagner
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The flowers for our Sunday worship services are
provided by:
Flowers by Nino 281-873-6466
5805 Chimney Rock Road Suite C
Houston, Texas 77081
Fat Tuesday Vunja Jungu Celebration with Umoja
For about a year now, MDLC has opened its facilities to a mission start congregation of Tanzanian Lutherans called Umoja (which means "Unity" in Swahili). There have been both joys and challenges as
we have learned how to share space together as congregations coming from different cultures. Our
hope is that this relationship can be strengthened even more by times where people from their congregation and ours can come together to meet face to face, to learn each other's names, and to share in
praising the God who called all of us as God's children. At our last meeting with Umoja's leaders, we
discussed having a joint event with the congregations ahead of Lent. When we told them about "Fat
Tuesday" traditions of feasting before the fast, one of their leaders said, "Oh, that sounds just like
Vunja Jungu!" Vunja Jungu (Voon-juh Joon-goo), he went on to tell us, is Swahili for "break the pot," a
Tanzanian celebration where you make so much food that it "breaks the pot." Plans are still in the
works, but I deeply encourage you to be a part of this event which will be held in the afternoon/evening
of February 26th. We will eat together, play games, sing, pray, and grow in love for one another. If
you'd like to be involved in helping to plan this event, please let Pastor Will know. Look for more details
in the weekly bulletins.

The deadline for submission of information for the March Contact is February 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERICA

STAFF
Pastor Will Storm
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music

CHURCH COUNCIL
President ···························
Vice President ........................
Secretary ................................
Treasurer ................................
Worship & Music Ministry .......
Support Ministry......................
Learning Ministry ....................

Karen Carter
Stuart Moen
Janet Zaozirny
Linda Richter
Pamela Tamburello
Mike Riggs
Karen Whitefield and
Carolyn White
Fellowship Ministry ................. Ruth Gerum
Property Ministry..................... Stuart Moen
Communications/Hospitality
Ministry ............................. Gary Tamburello
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