Pastor’s Page
Sisters and Brothers,
October will be a full month for us as a congregation, as much that was delayed during September commences. The most important event for you to note will be the congregational conversation and potluck following worship at about 12pm on Sunday, October 15th. While we gather to
eat, congregational president, Karen Carter, and myself will share a presentation with the congregation. This presentation and opportunity for conversation will replace the series of three
Congregational Crossroad Conversations (originally scheduled for September and early October) that were the subject of our August letter to the congregation. After some consideration, we
have decided to create a more flexible structure for these conversations. The presentation will
help get us talking about important topics like our mission, values, budget, property, and future.
As that conversation unfolds, we will see where the Holy Spirit guides us to go next. As was
stressed in our previous letter, this is an critical conversation and we would ask that you make
every possible effort to be present for this event.
October also marks the much anticipated 500th anniversary of the Reformation—specifically of
Luther’s nailing of the 95 these to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. There are many
ways to mark this anniversary. One way is to take advantage of opportunities to learn about the
events of the historic reformation. Wednesday morning Bible study is looking at the life and times
of Martin Luther through film, and book club will dig into Luther’s life through Martin Marty’s new
biography. Another way will be working to heal old hurts and divisions with our brothers and sisters in the Roman Catholic Church. Our bishop, Mike Rinehart, and the Roman Catholic
archbishop, Cardinal DiNardo, will be co-leading worship for Catholics and Lutherans together in
the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart downtown on Wednesday, October 25 th at 7:30 pm.
But at MDLC and around the church, I hope we mark this moment in still another way. The gift of
the reformation was the breath of fresh Spirit into the church. Luther’s articulation of the Gospel
brought to many a profound sense of the depth of God’s love and mercy. And when that came,
amazing things happened in the church. People’s lives were changed forever, traditions in the
church were re-evaluated and new practices were adopted so that the church more fully communicated the grace of God to others, and also the world was changed. At MDLC, I want to emphasize the power of the history of the reformation for the present. A slogan of the reformation was
the words “Semper Reformanda,” Latin for “it must always be reformed” or “we must always be
reforming.” And so, one of the best ways to mark this anniversary is for us to continue this work
and to re-form our lives, our church, and our communities to more fully reflect the power and love
of the God we know in Christ.
Let this month be one of self-reflection for you—about your own life, about the life of our congregation, and about the life of the community in which you live. Where is life springing up? Where is
the Spirit breathing? And what is suffocating life? Where is God calling us to re-form?
Your brother in Christ,

Pastor Will

Join Us for FIG (Faith Integration Group)!
It's all in the name! Starting October 1st, people of all ages are invited to
gather in conversation as we work to integrate our faith into our every day
lives. We'll explore the presence of our faith in places like our morning
commute, family arguments, social media, and more. As we talk out our
experiences, we'll gather resources from our scriptures, practices, and
traditions to live faithfully as Christ's disciples every day. Join us on
Sundays before worship at 9:15 am in the Office Building.
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Worship Leaders
Please
volunteer:
Worship

October 1

October 8

October 15

October 22

October 29

Assisting
Minister

Hub Tett

Gary Tamburello

Helen White

Marilyn Mekala

Hub Tett

Acolyte

Lilly Olschimke

Anders White

Leonard
Olschimke

Glen White

Lector

Scott Pierce

Mike Riggs

Scott Pierce

Carolyn White

Jane Brownlee

Communion
Server

Doris Pierce

Elaine Riggs

Elaine Riggs

Doris Bosse

Doris Bosse

Usher

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Charles
Blankenhorn

Stuart Moen

Greeter

Nedra Berger

Carolyn White

Doris Bosse

Doris Bosse

Doris Bosse

Altar Guild

Tomiko MitaMayo

Doris Pierce

Mary and Laura
Lemburg

Flowers

Lemburg
Family

Jane and Ron
Brownlee

Ellen Carter

Elaine and Mike Elaine and Mike
Riggs
Riggs

Elizabeth
England

Doris Bosse

Lilly Olschimke

Hurricane Potluck/Rally Day
Harvey may have rearranged our plans, but we are getting back on track. After worship on Sun.,
Oct. 15, we will come together for a potluck lunch. We will nourish each other with love, fellowship,
care, concern--and food.
This potluck has special HURRICANE RULES:
If you don't have a kitchen or are not in your home kitchen, you are not allowed to cook.
Just be fed.
If you are in your home kitchen, please prepare a a little more food than normal.
If you have friends and family that need a good church potluck meal and some TLC,
please invite them along
At at the same time, we will celebrate Rally Day with games and other (possibly wet) fun. Stay
tuned for more details. If you have strong feelings about dunk tanks, now would be the time to
speak up.
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Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

Get Connected!
As we approach the month of October, we have begun a new school year. This is a great time for a
fresh start! One way to start anew is to get connected by volunteering at MDLC. There are many areas
in which people can serve, but this article is about serving in the area of Worship and Music. Many
people think of serving in a choir or other ensemble, but one can serve in worship in many ways.
If music is not your “thing,” consider becoming active in a volunteer worship group. You will be
trained for any role in worship leadership. Here are worship opportunities:
Ushers/Greeters: Do you have the gift of hospitality? If you enjoy meeting and greeting, caring for
others, and generally being a great host, this is for you. Being an usher is a great way to meet others,
especially if you are new to the congregation.
Lay Readers/Lectors: If you love to read aloud, use that gift in worship! This is an opportunity for older
students and adults. Those involved in this ministry help to bring God’s Word to life each and every
Sunday.
Communion Servers: This is also a marvelous way to utilize the gift of hospitality, by sharing the bread
and wine with the congregation.
Altar Guild: Do you have a passion for the worship space? By preparing the communion table for Holy
Communion, this is one way that anyone who likes to “work behind the scenes” can be involved.
Assisting Ministers: Would you like to assist the pastor in leading worship? Assisting Ministers are, the
voice of the congregation. They assist with the spoken and sung liturgy, including the prayers of
intercession and communion.
Acolytes-Students are all welcome to serve as acolytes! They light and extinguish the candles as well as
assist with the offering and communion.
Please consider serving this fall, whether or not it is in worship, fellowship, building and grounds, or
whatever area meets with your gifts. For groups that are involved with worship, contact Pamela
Tamburello, Director of Church Music (deaconpam@mdlc.org)* or the church office. But most important
of all…get connected!

Learning Ministry

Carolyn White / Karen Whitefield

Youth and Family Update
Oct. 1. Remember that the youth will meet for lunch, prayer, fellowship, this Sunday, Oct.1, after
worship in the Fellowship Hall. If you haven’t RSVP'd yet, look for the email about the event that
went out on Monday and respond to it. We will finish at 2 PM
This year we will call our Sunday afternoons of learning "YBT," short for "Youth Better Together." So
don't miss the first YBT!

Blessing of the Animals- October 7
Bring your furry, feathered, and scaly friends as we celebrate the joy and love that animals bring into
our lives. We will praise God and bless our pets together in a short outdoor service. We hold this
event the first weekend of October 7 at 10:00 AM in the Knoeller Garden in honor of St. Francis
(whose feast is October 4th) who was known for his care for animals.
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The flowers for our Sunday worship services are
provided by:
Flowers by Nino 281-873-6466
5805 Chimney Rock Road Suite C
Houston, Texas 77081

Happy Birthday October
4 Laura Smith
6 Ann Oyen
7 Ruth Gerum

7 Fred England
8 Pam Tett
8 Charles White

8 Clarence Zaozirny
15 Doris Bosse
17 Doris Pierce

19 Madison Hann
19 Howard Jones
27 Terry Satterwhite

Prayer List
Ann Eisland
Arlie Beane
Barbara Elrod & Family
Blanca Flores
Carol Neal
Chad Ferguson
Delores Howard
Donaldo Rojas & Fam.
Doug Pfluger

Ed Howard
Ed Locheed
Gary Tamburello
Hope O’Pake
Jill Kosinski
John McMurray
Jorge Evertsz
Ken Blankenhorn
Laura Sparks

Lotty Evertsz
LuVerne Blanc
Marilyn England
Marjorie Lemire
Matthew Counsell
Martha Satterwhite
Margarita Mejia & Fam.
Maxine Wilson
Nancy McMurray

Nestor Ivan Soto
Pamela Tamburello
Peggy Brown
Royce Brown
Ryland Macomb
Sandy Dillion
Sarah Day
Tammy Russell
Wendy Gonzalez

The deadline for submission of information for the November Contact is October 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
Sunday Worship

10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Pastor Will Storm is available for
appointments on Wednesdays
and Thursdays.
Contact him at the office or
by e-mail: pastorwill@mdlc.org

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
IN AMERICA

STAFF
Pastor Will Storm
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music
Lotty Evertsz, Administrative Assistant

CHURCH COUNCIL
President………………………………………….. Karen Carter
Vice President …………………………………….. Stuart Moen
Secretary………………………………………... Janet Zaozirny
Treasurer……………………….……….………... Linda Richter
Worship & Music Ministry……………….. Pamela Tamburello
Support Ministry……………………………………. Mike Riggs
Learning Ministry……………………….. Karen Whitefield and
Carolyn White
Fellowship Ministry………………………………. Ruth Gerum
Property Ministry…………………………………. Stuart Moen
Communications/Hospitality Ministry……... Gary Tamburello
Erin Storm
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