Pastor’s Page
Sisters and Brothers,
This month we enter Lent. This season and its culmination in Easter occupy the center of our
Christian calendar. It focuses our time, our attention, and our lives on Jesus’ death and resurrection.
This story is the center of God’s hospitality towards all humanity. It is in these events that we
experience and witness God’s most profound gesture of love towards each of us. At his last supper,
on the cross, and in the garden, Jesus becomes our invitation into relationship with God. We are
welcomed to share our deaths with Christ, and in return he welcomes us to share in his new life—a
life that conquers sin, death, and the forces of evil. This is not just the story of Jesus and his
disciples. It is our story. It is our victory and our freedom that will be told. Even more than that, we
confess that this is the world’s story. This story is for all people. Wherever those around us find
themselves lost or defeated by the oppressive and death-dealing realities of our human existence,
we are called to invite them into this story.
In the past, I have asked you all to consider those in your life who need the community, support, and
love that can be found at Memorial Drive Lutheran. I’ve asked you to pray for those people—even
the people you don’t know who may need such a place. Lent and Holy Week are great opportunities
to invite people into this story. Many will be looking for a church to attend on Easter and the addition
of special services during Holy Week offers even more opportunities for people to come and
experience something very special. This year’s Easter Vigil service would be an especially great
time to invite someone along with you to church. It is filled with the great stories of our faith, with rich
sensory experiences, and a joyous proclamation of life and hope.
Another aspect of our hospitality that will be grown during Lent is our grasp on our own faith as
Lutherans. Recently the Youth Group took a field trip to Ismaili Jamathkhana, a religious community
of Shia Muslims in Sugarland. Their hospitality towards our group was simply wonderful. One of the
things that impressed me the most was their ability to explain their beliefs and guiding values as a
community in ways that made sense even to us as outsiders. They did not use “insider language”
that left us scratching our heads, but spoke to us about their faith with very concrete examples.
Knowing how to speak about our faith in ways that make sense to people who have never been a
part of our church or the Lutheran tradition before is part of hospitality. When we can explain our
faith in words that even the most inexperienced person can understand, it invites their curiosity and
participation in this community. Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, has encouraged our
whole denomination to dig deeper into our Lutheran heritage this Lent by studying Luther’s Small
Catechism, a simple and foundational document in our church. We are providing “Free
Indeed” (available in the Narthex) a daily devotional on the Small Catechism. We will also study it
together in our Wednesday night small group. My prayer is that in this Lent we all come more deeply
into contact with the stories, writings, and practices that ground our faith. May we all find ourselves
more intimately at home in our own faith through this time.
In Christ,

Pastor Will

An Invitation to Lent
In March we begin the season of Lent (from an Old English word meaning “spring season”).
Lent starts on March 1st with Ash Wednesday, extends through five Sundays, and rises from
Palm Sunday through Holy Week to the climax of Easter, which falls on April 16th this year. It
is a period of forty days (counted without Sundays) that mirrors the forty days of Jesus’ trial
in the desert and other forty day periods of testing found throughout the scriptures.
For much of church history, Lent has been observed as a season of penitence and sorrow
for our sins, but this year our celebration will focus more on its original, baptismal themes.
Lent began as a time of baptismal preparation for those seeking to join the church.
Instruction was given throughout the season to prepare for baptisms that would take place at
the Easter Vigil, a service held on the evening before Easter Sunday. At this vigil, the
initiates’ “drowning and rising” in the waters of baptism was celebrated alongside Christ’s
own passage from life to death.
If you have anyone in your life who would like to be baptized, please invite them to speak
with Pastor Will. Maybe God will bless our community with a baptism at the end of our Lent
this year. However, for most of us who are already baptized, Lent can still be a time to
recommit to and deepen our own journey as followers of Christ. While each of us is only
baptized once, the story of Holy Week invites us into a deep remembrance of our own
vocation and identity as people who have been joined to Christ in his death and in his rising
to new life.
I invite you to Lent this year, as a time of restoration and spiritual discipline, a time to be
deliberate in remembering who you are as a child of God. I encourage you to attend worship
regularly, to reduce the load in your calendar from other activities, and to increase your
prayer life and participation in spiritually edifying activities (see ideas on next page). May
God grant that through this Lent you experience a deepening of your faith and relationship
with God through his son, Jesus Christ. May you experience the power of his deliverance
and resurrection in your life!
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A Lent of Stories
Our weekly lectionary—or set of scripture readings—is on a three year cycle. This year, we are
in the first year of that cycle, Year A or the Year of Matthew. For this Lent, our lectionary gives
us a wonderful and rich set of stories to ponder and experience. Many of these stories speak of
transformative encounters with Jesus that invite the people in them into a life lived by Jesus’
side. As we ourselves seek to live at Jesus’ side, we are invited into these stories, to place
ourselves alongside these characters. We are invited to see, hear, touch, taste, and feel what it
is like to be with Jesus and to let the Holy Spirit go to work in our hearts, minds, and guts today.
Because we are blessed with such rich stories, you will notice the incorporation of “Dramatic
readings” of the gospel for each Sunday. By creatively enacting these stories, we hope to
enable each of us to hear them in new ways, enter them more fully, and experience ourselves
as welcome into the world of the scriptures inhabited by Jesus and the disciples.
You will also notice several opportunities through Lent where you will be invited to remember,
reflect on, and share your own stories during your week and in worship. Don’t worry, we won’t
make you stand up and give a speech! But we will ask you to think about where in your own life
you have had experiences like those in the stories we will be telling in worship—stories of
temptation, questioning, second chances, healing, and new life. As we remember our own
stories alongside those of scripture, we will help one another to see the ways Jesus has also
come to dwell in our stories and experiences.

Spiritual Disciplines and Activities in Lent
Perhaps you or someone you know has either given up or taken on something for Lent. Both of
these can be useful practices. The three traditional Lenten spiritual disciplines are fasting, giving
to the poor, and prayer. As Lutherans, we take these ideas as suggestions and invitations rather
than as commands. I would encourage you to give up something in order to take on something
else. Look for a way to put down some thing or activity that normally occupies your time and
thoughts and in its place add a spiritual activity. Here are just a few ideas: take something off the
to do list that would occupy your time this month and replace it with scripture reading, pray every
night before bed instead of reading, sit out a normal activity and increase your participation in
service opportunities at church, replace an evening of watching TV each week with an extra
night at a church Bible study, forego a typical Friday night dinner out each week and give the
money you would have spent to the East Spring Branch food pantry. Share what you do with
others on our Facebook page!
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Here are several specific opportunities for engagement in the church this Lent:
Living Word—Hearing God’s Voice in the Scriptures (Sun. @ 9:15am—Office)
We will open the scriptures for the upcoming week, expecting to meet God there. We will
tell stories, ask questions, and increase our comfort and love with the scriptures.
Midweek with Martin (Wed. @ 6:00pm—Office)
Come and bring a sandwich. Together we’ll learn how to put the Small Catechism into
action for our lives. In the process we’ll deepen our connection to our Lutheran roots.
“Free Indeed” Home Devotionals based on Luther’s Small Catechism
Presiding Bishop Eaton has asked everyone across the ELCA to engage in study of
Luther’s Small Catechism during this Lent in preparation for the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation. Can’t make it to our Wednesday night study? Pick up a free copy of this
devotional in the Narthex to work through on your own at home.

The Journey of Lent
First Sunday of Lent – March 5th – 10:30 AM
Jesus is Tempted in the Wilderness

Second Sunday of Lent – March 12th – 10:30 AM
Nicodemus Visits Jesus at Night

Third Sunday of Lent – March 19th – 10:30 AM
The Samaritan Woman at the Well

Fourth Sunday of Lent – March 26th – 10:30 AM
Jesus Heals the Man Born Blind

Fifth Sunday of Lent – April 2nd – 10:30 AM
Lazarus is Raised from the Dead
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Midweek with Martin

This year we will change the meal for Lenten services a bit. Instead of serving
soup brought by volunteer cooks, we are asking you to bring your own sandwich.
We will put out a signup sheet asking for fruit and cheese (it is Lent so no
dessert). The Fellowship Committee will serve chips and beverages.
Join us as we sit down with Martin Luther and study his Small
Catechism. Wednesdays @ 6PM in the Office.
March 8th – The Small Catechism: A Practical Guide for Christian Living
March 15th – The Ten Commandments: Acting like a Christian
March 22nd – The Apostles’ Creed: Knowing the Christian God
March 29th – The Lord’s Prayer: Praying like a Christian
April 5th – The Sacraments: Fuel for Christian Life

The Journey of Holy Week
Palm Sunday – April 9th – 10:30 AM
Jesus Comes to be Our Savior

Maundy Thursday – April 13th – 7 PM
Jesus Gathers a Community of Love

Good Friday – April 14th – 12 PM & 7 PM
Jesus Takes on Our Suffering

Easter Vigil Saturday – April 15th – 8 PM
Jesus Passes from Death to Life

Easter Sunday – April 16th – 10:30 AM
Jesus Brings New Life for All
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Learning Ministry

Carolyn White / Karen Whitefield

Looking Forward to March
March 5: learning event until 2 PM at MDLC
March 12: confirmation instruction until 2:30 PM at Christ the Servant
March 19: service/fellowship event until 2 PM at MDLC

Looking Back at January and February
In January we met and assembled “grace bags,” ziplocs filled with snacks, drinks, and socks that
can be distributed to the homeless at intersections. You are welcome to take some from the box in
the narthex. We also discussed what it’s like to be homeless and how to distribute the bags safely.
The older youth spent time brainstorming and planning. They are eager to be part of
congregational life and contribute their time and talents to MDLC. You will see them in motion
soon, if you haven’t already. They look forward to updating the youth room.
The youth’s main activity for February was the Souper Bowl of Caring/Super Bowl Snack Sale
on Feb. 5. The youth collected a total of $531 (noisy offering—counted and rolled by the youth!)
and 124 pounds of food for the East Spring Branch Food Bank on Friday, February 5. Half of the
youth-led bake sale proceeds ($112) are being kept to go toward improving the youth room.
Thank you to all in the congregation who responded so warmly to the sale. We hope you enjoyed
your munchies. And thank you to Pastor Will for his “Think 30/30th Birthday” challenge.
On Feb. 19, we toured a mosque, the Ismaili Jamatkhana and Center, in Sugar Land.

We

Our Acolytes!
3/5 Ally Carter
3/12 Helen White
3/19 Anders White
3/26 Glen White
4/2 Leonard Olschimke

MDLC celebrated “Love Is Greater” Day on Feb. 13 by spreading love with hot chocolate, coffee,
and 4 dozen free donuts--along with smiles, cups of candy, bumper stickers, buttons, and knitted
puffy hearts. Love is greater than hate...and everything else! Thanks to all who helped.
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Service Ministry

Ron Richter

Service to Others Living Our Faith
Radio, TV, cell phones and social media are all competing for our attention and asking, “How can we
better serve you?” Of course a string is attached that usually hits the credit card or asks us to click on 15
pages so the owners of the site can make more money.
This is completely different than how Jesus looks at service in the Bible. I love Galatians 5:13 "For you
were called to freedom brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for flesh, but through
love serve one another."
Begin each day looking at how you can best serve others and share God's love. Not only will you change
the lives of others, you will strengthen your faith and relationship to Christ.
MDLC has been very active with our Service Partners in the month of February. One hundred backpacks
to Interfaith Welcome Coalition, 60 Valentine bags to Krause, Volunteering, food, plus money donations
to East Spring Branch Food Bank, start of Toiletries Pantry donations that benefited Westside Homeless/
Kindred, landscaping at MDLC campus and Kindred in preparation of their 1 year anniversary. Without
you none of these things would be possible but we need your help in continuing our service to others.
If you have not filled out a Service Opportunity survey please pick one up in the Narthex or you can find
it at mdlc.org. Any new ideas for service within our community are welcomed and support will be provided to get you started.
Go in Peace and Serve Others !!

MDLC News
There are still open dates on the Flower Chart, please
check the available dates and see if you would like to
honor someone or have a special occasion to acknowledge
someone, or just to celebrate that “It’s all about God!

Happy Birthday March
3 Helen White
5 Paul Mattson
11 Odd Eiesland
20 Steven Etheredge

21 Carol Cameron
27 Victoria Mattson
30 Raj Mekala

Prayer List
Ann Eisland
Anne Heckman
Carol McBride
Carol Neal
Chad Ferguson
Blanca Flores
Doris Bosse
Doug Pfluger
Ed Howard
Ed Locheed

George Evertsz
Hope O’Pake
Jan Albers
Jeff Holley
Jill Kosinski
Jose Alcantar
Kelly Jones
Laura Sparks
Liam Jones
LuVerne Blanc

Margarita Mejia
Martha Dorow
Marilyn England
Marjorie Lemire
Matthew Counsell
Margarita Mejia
Maxine Wilson
Pamela Tamburello
Pat Lynn
Peggy Brown

Royce Brown
Ryland Macomb
Sandy Dillion
Sarah Day
Tammy Russell
Wendy Gonzalez
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Worship Leaders
Please
volunteer:
Worship

Ash
Wednesday

March 5

March 12

March 19

March 26

Assisting
Minister

Joyce
Kennedy

Marilyn
Mekala

Karen
Whitefield

Hub Tett

Erin Storm

Acolyte

Luke
Whitefield

Ally Carter

Helen White

Anders White

Glen White

Lector

Pamela Tett

Mike Riggs

Jane
Brownlee

Erin Storm

Mike Riggs

Communion
Server

N/A

Glen Dorow

Elaine Riggs

Doris Bosse

Nedra Berger

Usher

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Stuart Moen

Greeter

Pat Pfluger

Nancy and
John
McMurray

Margaret and
Mel Dosch

Ellen Carter

Barbara
Elrod

Altar Guild

N/A

Mary and
Laura
Lemburg

Elaine and
Mike Riggs

Mary and
Laura
Lemburg

Tomiko Mita
Mayo

Counter

Linda Richter

Flowers

N/A

Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter

Margaret and
Mel Dosch

Kate
Counsell
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Director of Church Music

Pamela Tamburello

We have begun our Lenten pilgrimage. On Ash Wednesday we entered into the Lenten season, forty days in which we were invited to carry out the Lenten disciples of fasting, prayer,
and works of love. It is during this season when we also accompany people around the
world who are preparing for baptism at Easter.
As we get closer to Easter and enter into Holy Week (beginning on Palm Sunday), it is good
to touch on the days leading up to Easter. Beginning on Maundy Thursday, we enter into
the Triduum (pronounced tri-doo-um). This is also known as the Three Days that begin at
sundown of Maundy Thursday and culminate with Easter Vigil.
As done in the past, we will begin the Three Days with Maundy Thursday. It is on this day
that we journey to the upper room with Jesus and his disciples. Many churches celebrate a
foot washing as part of the Maundy Thursday liturgy. The service concludes with the stripping of the altar, preparing for the events of Good Friday. On Good Friday we journey to the
cross and hear the passion story. We are not defeated on this day, however. The service
concludes with the procession of the cross and this physically and verbally expresses confidence in the power of God at work in Christ’s death.
On Saturday we celebrate the Easter Vigil. This may be a new service for some in our congregation, but it is a rite described as the greatest feast of the year by St. Augustine. The
shape of the liturgy is in many ways similar to the basic pattern for Sunday morning.
But this service is very different. The gathering rite normally begins outside, under darkness,
around a great fire. Everyone is given a candle, similar to Christmas Eve. At an Easter Vigil
worshippers light their candle from the paschal candle and are part of the procession into the
darkened Sanctuary. Following the procession, the Easter Proclamation is sung. The scripture readings follow this gathering rite and are mostly from the Old Testament. These are
some of the most dramatic in the Bible like the story of creation and the flood. In addition,
baptisms or baptismal thanksgivings are celebrated. The service concludes with the meal
and sending. The meal celebrated at the Vigil is different from Sunday morning—the remembrance of both Christ’s death and resurrection which is present in every Lord’s supper is
never more powerfully present than at this liturgy when we gather under the darkness of the
night in which Christ, unseen, rose from the tomb to life.
The words of these days are the scriptures, hymns, and rites that mark our Christian identity.
Yet the images of the liturgies may speak even more powerfully to our souls and bodies.
The paschal candle carried in the dark worship space starkly contrasts with the radiant light
of Christ’s resurrection. The first eucharist of Easter is none other than our eating and drinking the rich abundance of the promised land.
When the Three Days is observed with careful planning, joyful intentionality, and reverent
celebration, it becomes the heartbeat of a parish’s life together. The Three Days is the center of the year; Lent flows to it and Easter flows from it. In these holy days we find both our
identity and our mission-remembered in the past, made present through word and sacrament, and propelling us with invincible hope into the future.

The flowers for our Sunday worship services are
provided by:
Flowers by Nino 281-873-6466
5805 Chimney Rock Road Suite C
Houston, Texas 77081
MDLC Wish List Update
SANCTUARY:
Furniture to house sound board and audio equipment for sanctuary: $2,000
PROPERTY MINISTRY:
New flooring for the Secretary’s office: $1,500—Collected $200
Capital reserve fund for sanctuary A/C unit: $40,000—Collected $500
New flooring for choir loft: $1,640
Shed for gardening tools: $500
YOUTH MINISTRY:
Air hockey table for youth room: $2,000---Collected $75
New ping pong equipment: $25—Collected $25
New billiard cues (4 requested): $30/each, total of $120—Collected $120
Billiard cue wall rack: $40—Collected $40
SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY:
Icemaker for kitchen: $2,000 - Collected $600
The above amounts were as of February 15, 2017
The deadline for submission of information for the April Contact is March 12.

Memorial Drive
Lutheran Church
12211 Memorial Drive
Houston, TX 77024-6206

Nursery Open
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

8:45 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Telephone:
713-468-9443
Web Site:
www.mdlc.org
Email:
secretary@mdlc.org
Our Mission Statement:
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church
is committed to the teaching
and study of the Gospel and
to proclaiming Christ as our Savior
as we reach out in service
to all people with faith, hope, love
and enthusiasm.

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
IN AMERICA

STAFF
Pastor Will Storm
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music
Lotty Evetsz, Administrative Assistant

CHURCH COUNCIL
President ··························
Vice President ........................
Secretary ................................
Treasurer ................................
Worship & Music Ministry .......
Support Ministry .....................
Learning Ministry ....................

Karen Carter
Stuart Moen
Janet Zaozirny
Linda Richter
Pamela Tamburello
Mike Riggs
Karen Whitefield and
Carolyn White
Fellowship Ministry ................. Ruth Gerum
Property Ministry..................... Stuart Moen
Communications/Hospitality
Ministry ............................. Gary Tamburello
Service Ministry ...................... Ron Richter
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