
   

 

 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 
 

The word “hospitality” is derived from the Latin word “hostis,” which means “stranger” and from which we also get the word 
“hostile.” At first it seems strange that a word as positive as “hospitality” could be such a close cousin to one so negative. But it 
points us to one of the primary difficulties of hospitality—it involves welcoming, interacting with, and accommodating strangers 
who are unknown to us. And strangers can be…well…strange.  
 

Our English language provides some clues to how we often feel when interacting with people we have never met before or who 
are different from us in any number of ways. Besides “stranger” we choose other ambivalent—if not negative—words like 
“outsider,” “foreigner,” or “alien.” A perusal of my thesaurus on the topic left me crying out, “where can I find a positive word to 
describe the joy that can be experienced in starting a relationship with a person who is new to me?!”  
 

The scriptures provide a much more positive take on outsiders. The Bible is filled with beautiful stories of tremendous hospitality 
towards complete strangers. In a number of places God speaks in very strong language to instruct his people to show kindness 
to foreigners—reminding them that they also were foreigners in Egypt. This same love is reflected  in the ministry of Jesus 
Christ. Strangers are not strange to Christ—we are not so different from one another as the messages in our society tell us. 
Outsiders become insiders as Christ redefines the center at society’s edges. Foreigners are receptive to Christ’s word in ways 
that put “natural-born citizens” of God’s people to shame. Aliens become permanent residents in God’s kingdom, brothers and 
sisters in God’s family. When Christ is present, people connect more broadly and deeply with the people around them.  
 

Since being here, I have attended several events in the community around the church, such as the Villages’ Independence Day 
parade and the National Night Out. I’ve been over to Frostwood Elementary School to meet with the principal and heard about 
their very active PTA. I go up to Memorial City Mall sometimes when I forget to bring my lunch to work, and Erin and I sometime 
like to shop over at City Centre. This is quite a bustling area of Houston! There are many families, talents and resources, and 
events surrounding us all the time. But, in many ways, Memorial Drive Lutheran has itself become a “stranger” to this world of 
activity swirling around us. Though many of us may be present in this community as individuals, we are not very present as a 
church.  
 

What’s so sad about that is that there is tremendous need in this community. Some of that need is from people who struggle 
financially or are homeless in the area. But some of that need is also in the more affluent community in which we are situated. 
There are tremendous forces of shame and judgment at work around us that prevent spaces of vulnerability and genuine 
engagement around our struggles. No matter how wealthy anyone becomes, no one is beyond the need of God’s grace and 
love. No one is beyond the need for community. No one is beyond the need to grow personally to face the many challenges of 
relationships, losses, and meaning-making that we all wrestle with as human beings. We all share these struggles. Hospitality 
calls us to see one another and welcome one another, whether old friends or perfect strangers, with the love and grace we know 
in Christ. There is tremendous need among us and around us for a community of such love to become visible.  
 

As a church of Jesus Christ, our faith calls us to take risks to see this community actualized, to dare to connect with “strangers” 
and “outsiders,” to share the gift of this community with them or even with familiar people in our lives. A wise mentor once told 
me that 90% of the church’s job is just showing up where people are. We are called to be present, to make an invitation, and to 
follow where things lead. So, this year, I am calling us to a Year of Hospitality. The hospitality I am calling us to is one that 
moves in both directions—a hospitality that goes out to meet this community where it is at and a hospitality that welcomes 
people into our congregational life. 
 

This January, I want us to begin by praying. I ask you to pray for Memorial Drive Lutheran to become a place of Christ's 
hospitality, a community that seeks out and welcomes strangers into our midst. I ask you to pray for the community around us, 
for all the people who need a space and community in which to experience and encounter God’s grace and love—especially for 
those who are going through major life transitions or crises. And I ask you to pray for yourself, that God would prepare you to 
see Christ in every stranger and to deepen your ability to show God’s love and grace to everyone your encounter.  
 

May God make our congregation a reflection of Christ's hospitality in every way in 2017! 
 

Pastor Will  

Pastor’s Page 



 2 

 

 

President’s Corner                      Karen Carter 

The 2017 Flower Chart is  posted in the narthex;  please choose one or more Sundays. 

The cost is $50.00 per arrangement for either the altar or pedestal arrangement.  

To open my first Contact article as Council president I would be remiss if I did not thank my predecessor Mike 
Riggs for his two years of committed service.   Under Mike’s leadership, MDLC successfully navigated Pastor 
Zetto’s retirement and the welcoming of Pastor Will Storm as our new senior pastor.  For all the visible work we 
saw Mike engage in over the years, I assure you he was managing much more behind the scenes.   So when you 
have an opportunity, please thank Mike for leading us through this time.  
 

As we open our secular calendar year, many of us think of ‘new beginnings’, often in the form of New Year’s 
resolutions to take on new things.  Here at MDLC, we are also preparing somewhat of a beginning by focusing on 
a new core mission of hospitality.  To be sure, MDLC has always been good at showing God’s grace-filled love to 
new MDLC members and to one another.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could extend that same grace-filled love 
to many outside of the MDLC community?  This is particularly important today in a world that often seems cynical 
and divided into opposing camps. 
 

The possibilities as to how we live our hospitality mission are varied and many; execution of this will be up to all of 
us at MDLC.  Fortunately, we have many well-established ministries, as well as a few new ones, with strong 
leadership to help define and execute this core mission.  Additionally, we have a significant group of long-time 
MDLC members, as well as newer members, all of whom generously support MDLC in every way.  So if there’s 
one word we should all keep in mind as we travel through 2017 it is “Hospitality”. 
 

Finally, I wish to close by thanking you for your support in electing me to serve as Council president.  It is both a 
privilege and an honor to do so, and I humbly request both your guidance and support.  As we enter into the 
season of Epiphany, may we all pray for the power of quiet listening that will help guide us to God’s insights 
regarding hospitality. 
 

With blessings, 
Karen Carter 

Living our faith through Service 
 

Happy New Year!! During the Christmas Holidays while shopping at Walmart at the exit I was greeted by two 
women handing out bottled water. As they give the water to me, I was invited to take any gifts that needed wrap-
ping to a tent where they would wrap them for free. Next to the wrapping station was a prayer station if you needed 
prayer. 
A local church has provided this service to the community for the last three years impacting people by giving and 
showing God's love to the community.  
 

We at MDLC do great work supporting larger organizations within our local community and have started to provide 
impact to those in our immediate community with the Community Garden. As we move to 2017, our mission for the 
Service Ministry is to build relationships within the community and live our faith like the church described above. 
This  is a major shift on how we engage and look at doing Service.  
 

We need your involvement as we develop our new ministry which provides opportunities to grow in our faith and 
make the community a better place by sharing God's love. Please join us on January 8 after church in the Luther 
Room or send me an email at Service@mdlc.org if you have ideas for service or you would like to get involved but 
cannot attend the meeting. 
 

Blessings, 

mailto:Service@mdlc.org
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MDLC Wish List Update 

SANCTUARY: 
Furniture to house sound board and audio equipment for sanctuary:  $2,000 
 

PROPERTY MINISTRY: 
New flooring for the Secretary’s office:  $1,500—Collected $200 
Capital reserve fund for sanctuary A/C unit:  $40,000—Collected $500 
New flooring for choir loft: $1,640 
Shed for gardening tools:  $500 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY: 
Air hockey table for youth room:  $2,000 
New carpeting for youth room:  $1,500—Collected $400 
New ping pong equipment:  $25—Collected $25 
New billiard cues (4 requested):  $30/each, total of $120—Collected $120 
Billiard cue wall rack:  $40—Collected $40 
 

SERVICE AND FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY: 
Icemaker for kitchen: $2,000  - Collected $100 
Stove cooktops (2 requested):  $400/each, total of $800—Collected $400 
Ovens (2 requested):  $2,000/each, total of $4,000—Collected $3,500 
 
The above amounts were as of December 19, 2016. 
 
 

To all of our generous MDLC contributors—THANK YOU SO MUCH!  If you have not had time to 
contribute and would like to, please feel free to do so at any time. These items are needed at our 

church and a donation at any time would be welcomed! 

Sisters and Brothers, as the staff here at Memorial Drive Lutheran Church 
we wish to express our deep thankfulness towards all of you for your 

generous Christmas gifts to each of us. The support you give to us through 
your monetary gifts, encouragement, and thoughtfulness are deeply 

meaningful to us all. Through them, God strengthens us to serve and build 
up this body.  May God richly bless you all for your kindness and love!  

Pastor Will, Pam, and Lotty  

Christmas Poinsettias 
Many thanks to those who provided the poinsettias for the nave.   

The poinsettias may be picked up at anytime. 

Carol McBride  

Carol Neal 

Chad Ferguson 

David Gilbertson 

Doug Pfluger  

Ed Howard 

Ed Locheed 

Eddie Mejia 

George Evertsz 

Hope O’Pake 

Jill Kosinski  

Jimmy Singley 

Jose Alcantar 

Kelly Jones 

Laura Sparks 

LuVerne Blanc 

Martha Dorow 

Marilyn England  

Marjorie Lemire 

Matthew Counsell  

Myriam Montenegro 

Pamela Tamburello 

Pat Lynn  

Peggy Brown 

Royce Brown  

Ryland Macomb  

Sandy Dillion 

Sarah Day 

Tammy Russell 

Wendy Gonzalez 

Prayer List  
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Worship Leaders  

Please 
volunteer: 
Worship 

January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 

Assisting  
Minister 

Karen 

Whitefield 

Gary 

Tamburello 

Marilyn 

Mekala 
Linda Richter 

Angela 

Richter 

Acolyte 
Luke 

Whitefield 
    

Lector Anders White Mike Riggs Glen White  Mike Riggs 

Communion  
Server 

Susan Fisher Elaine Riggs Doris Bosse Doris Bosse Elaine Riggs 

Usher Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 

Greeter 
Margaret and 

Mel Dosch 

Barbara 

Elrod 
Ellen Carter 

Nancy and 
John 

McMurray 
Leah Hartwig 

Altar Guild Mary Lemburg 
Elaine and 

Mike Riggs 
  

Elaine and 

Mike Riggs 

Counter Linda Richter  Linda Richter  Linda Richter  Linda Richter  Linda Richter  

Flowers 
Jane and Ron 

Brownlee 

Carol 

McBride 
Diana Brandt 

Martha and 
Terry 

Satterwhite 

Whitefield 

family 
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Director of Church Music        Pamela Tamburello 

Dear Friends:                                                      
“In this world of darkness, we are given light.  Hope for all the dying…carry the light. Go and tell the children they are 
precious in his sight…”  So goes the beginning of the song, “Carry the Light,” written by Twila Paris not so long ago.  
It reflects this time of year, the time after Christmas when there is a great deal of light imagery. 
As I compose this article, it is a few days before Christmas.  It won’t be long until we are in the midst of the 12 Days 
of Christmas, the time between Christmas and Epiphany.  At the end of those days, we experience Epiphany, which 
always falls on January 6th.  Following that festival, we enter the season of Epiphany.  After Epiphany, we celebrate 
the Baptism of Our Lord, which is on January 8th this year.  The season of Epiphany (or Time after Epiphany) 
concludes on Transfiguration of Our Lord, which is always the Sunday before Ash Wednesday.  
During the season of Epiphany, a great amount of the church’s song reflects the light that God brings to us.  Such 
hymns/songs with which we may be familiar include: 

 

 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
 God, Whose Almighty Word    I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light 
 You Shine      Carry the Light    

 Shine on Us      Shine, Jesus Shine 

In Evangelical Lutheran Worship, there is section in this worship book entitled “Time after Epiphany” which has 18 
hymns.  There are some hymns that may be new to Lutherans that are well-suited to the worship themes of the 
season.  In particular, hymn 307, Light Shone in Darkness, picks up the light theme at three points in time: the 
world’s creation, Christ’s resurrection, and the global transformation still to come.   This hymn is worth investigating, 
so take a moment and check it out.  If you do not have a copy of Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), feel free to 
stop by the church office to borrow a copy of this worship book. 
As we journey through this season, which culminates with Transfiguration Sunday on February 26th, keep a look out 
for the various themes that run through our worship services.  May the light of Christ shine upon you during this time! 

 
On Sunday, January 8th we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord and Thanksgiving for Baptism.  All 
those with baptismal birthdays during the month of January are invited to come forward to light a 
baptismal candle.  While we celebrate with those with a baptismal birthday in January, we also give 
thanks for all baptismal birthdays.  Please bring your baptismal candle (if you still have it) or candles 
will be available.  According to our church’s records, the following people have baptismal birthdays in 
January.  If you have any corrections to this list, please contact the church office. 
 

Nedra Berger           Diana Brandt       Shena Camacho   Leslie Caldwell    Melvin Dosch        
Kennedy Havens     Jerry Hillestad     Ronnie Mekala     Nancy Morgan     Elizabeth Pierce   
Gary Tamburello     Trammel Weilnau 
  
  
As we prepare to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, various worship opportunities 

are available. 
All are welcome to a service of Evening Prayer that celebrates hymnody of Martin Luther. 

A beautiful worship service with candlelighting will be held at MDLC: 
  

Service of Evening Prayer 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church 

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, Texas  77024  

Sunday, January 15, 2017 
4:00 pm  

Featuring the combined choirs of Christ the Servant and Memorial Drive, 
flute, oboe, organ and piano. 

 

A reception following worship will be held in the Fellowship Hall.   
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President ···························   Karen Carter 

Vice President ........................   Stuart Moen 

Secretary ................................   Janet Zaozirny 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Pamela Tamburello 

Support Ministry ......................   Mike Riggs 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Whitefield and 

                                                   Carolyn White 

Fellowship Ministry .................   Ruth Gerum 

Property Ministry .....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications/Hospitality 

      Ministry .............................   Gary Tamburello 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

  Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
 Sunday Worship              10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor Will Storm 
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the February Contact is January12. 

The flowers for our Sunday worship services are 
provided by: 
 

Flowers by Nino  281-873-6466 
5805 Chimney Rock Road  Suite C 
Houston, Texas 77081 

  1 Bill Morgan 
  6 Owen Etheredge 
  6 John Weium 
  8 Andrew Pierce 
  9 Diana Brandt 
10 Elaine Riggs 
12 Don Haus 
14 Nancy McMurray 

15 Anders White 
15 Glen White 
18 Ellen Carter 
19 Marilyn England 
19 Valerie Hairston 
21 Martha Satterwhite 
25 Brooke Pierce 
26 Ed Howard 

Happy Birthday  
January 


