
 

 

Pastor’s Page 

Hospitality 

Sisters and Brothers, 

Last month, Karen Whitefield led a small group of us in praying for our congregation and its future, 
along with people’s own prayer concerns. There was some deep comfort experienced in the room. 
You could feel the Holy Spirit moving. At the end we got into a little conversation about how we pray 
and I enjoyed hearing about people’s prayer lives.  

I’ve been asked before: “How should I pray?” First of all, to be a little trite I am sure, there is no right 
way to pray. But I want to offer some thoughts and guidance for anyone looking to deepen their prayer 
life. My first piece of advice to move into a deeper prayer life is to examine your image of God. God is 
always more than we imagine God to be, but our prayers are deeply shaped by the way we think 
about God. If you think of God as a stern authority figure with a lot to do, you may be timid in your 
prayers and use more formal language, asking for what you need in a concisely phrased petition. The 
scriptures invite us to think about God in a much more familiar way. Jesus called God “Abba” or 
“Daddy”. If you don’t already feel familiar with God, try thinking of the person in your life with whom 
you are most comfortable, vulnerable, and open. It might be a parent or a best friend or a sibling. Push 
yourself to address God just as you would talk to that person.  

My second piece of advice is to examine your heart when you pray. The best and most meaningful 
prayers come unfiltered from the depth of our hearts (like the scriptures say, in “groans too deep for 
words”). Before praying sit with yourself for a moment in silence and listen to you body and your feel-
ings. Check in with yourself. Are you feeling anxious? Happy? Off? Hopeful? Consider starting your 
prayer from where you find yourself. Say, “God, I’m anxious right now” or “God, I’m happy right now.” 
Talk it out with God and see where it goes. Don’t filter yourself or try to get the words exactly right. 
God is the most charitable listener you can imagine because God already sees our needs and inten-
tions before we start praying.  

My third piece of advice is to examine your way of praying. I remember as a kid asking a Sunday 
School teaching why we pray since while we say the words out loud inside our heads we are thinking 
about other things. I don’t know how much she appreciated that question J. Just as we all have differ-
ent ways of learning, we all will experience different levels of engagement with different forms of 
prayer—if one way doesn’t work, try something else. Here are a few ways to consider: praying prayers 
written by someone else (see To Bless the Space Between Us by O’Donohue), praying while coloring 
(see prayingincolor.com), praying a “breath prayer” (a mantra-like prayer) like the Jesus Prayer (Lord, 
Jesus Christ have mercy on me), praying on a walk in nature.  

Finally, I encourage you to examine who you pray with. If you only pray in groups, try it alone. If you 
only pray alone, try praying with others. Try praying with someone you’ve never prayed with before. 
Extend your “prayer network” by enlisting others to pray with you for things, whether together or sepa-
rately. Send your prayers in to prayers@mdlc.org. These prayers will only be seen by me and Karen 
Whitefield unless you expressly ask for them to be shared in some other way. Sharing prayer con-
cerns in a group can be a powerful way to experience the consolation and support of Christian com-
munity. So let’s get praying! 

Pastor Will 
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Director of Church Music          Pamela Tamburello 

 

As we continue in the summer months, I thought that it would be helpful to cover some things 
that are happening in worship.  We are currently in the “Time after Pentecost,” which is the 
green season that is all about growth.  Now on to some specifics! 

 

We are using the Now the Feast and Celebration liturgy.  This is a liturgy that is well suited 
for the piano.  Now the Feast and Celebration does have a more contemporary feel as it (1) 
uses piano instead of organ; (2) incorporates rhythms and harmonies that reflect the 
contemporary music genre; and (3) has a lighter and more relaxed feel.  This liturgy is also  
a great one to use during the summer as it is an order of worship that MDLC has used in  
the past. 

 

We are learning a new hymn in July and August.   Some churches choose to intentionally 
learn a new hymn each month.  The hymn we are learning is Build Us Up, Lord (ELW 670).  
This song was composed by Mark Glaeser and Donna Hanna, two musicians that serve  
Christ Lutheran Church in Charlotte, North Carolina.    This hymn was written when they were 
charged by their pastor to write a hymn that encapsulated their congregation’s capital 
campaign.  The campaign used Colossians 2:6-7 as its biblical basis so Glaeser and Hanna 
also used it for the hymn. 
 

This hymn is written in a gospel style.    They chose this style because they felt it would 
bridge a needed gap between traditional and contemporary hymnody.  When Glaeser served 
on the committee for Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the committee was looking for 
contemporary hymnody that spoke to the theme of witness.  According to Mark, “I submitted 
this one because they were desperate at the time for submissions, never expecting it to  
be accepted.” 

 

The organ project continues.  Our organ technician and his assistant have sent some work 
off-site and have been here at MDLC on a regular basis as they do some of the work here. We 
will continue to use the piano for worship as the work should be finished sometime in the fall. 
We continue to celebrate Thanksgiving for Baptism on the second Sunday of each month.  
Invitations are sent out to those with baptismal birthdays.  We have been utilizing records in the 
church office for the baptismal birthdays of our worshipping community.  If you have corrections 
or additions, please contact the church office. 

 

Using some “new” components in worship can bring a fresh feel to assembly song. May we be 
filled with the Spirit, that we may celebrate God’s glory and worship in spirit and truth. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism will be celebrated on Sunday, 
August 13th.  All those with a baptismal birthday during 
August will be invited to come forward to light a baptismal 
candle.  You may  bring your own candle or if you do not 
have one, a candle will be provided.  According to our 
church’s records, the following people have baptismal 
birthdays in August.  If you have any corrections or 
additions to this list, please contact the church office.   
 
 
 
LuVerne Blanc 
Angela Richter 

Thanksgiving for Baptism  
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Learning Ministry         Carolyn White / Karen Whitefield 

 

On Sun., Aug. 13, we will celebrate a Blessing of the Backpacks 
during worship. As youth prepare to head back to school, they are 
invited to bring their backpacks to worship with them for a special 
blessing. Teachers are also welcome to bring lesson plans or some 
other object used in their teaching to be blessed.  

Race to Nowhere is a film that calls us to challenge 

current thinking about how we prepare our children for 
success. Named by TakePart.com as one of “10 Education 
Documentaries You Don’t Want to Miss,” Race to 
Nowhere brings communities together to spark dialogue 
and galvanize change in America’s schools. 
 

Featuring the heartbreaking stories of students across the 
country who have been pushed to the brink by over-
scheduling, over-testing and the relentless pressure to 
achieve, Race to Nowhere points to a silent epidemic in our 
schools. Through the testimony of educators, parents and 
education experts, it reveals an education system in which 
cheating has become commonplace; students have 
become disengaged; stress-related illness, depression and 
burnout are rampant; and young people arrive at college 
and the workplace unprepared and uninspired. 
 

On Sun., Aug. 13, at 7 PM, the Learning Ministry will host a screening of this documentary Race 
to Nowhere in the Fellowship Hall. We are inviting our youth, parents, congregation, and 
community to look at this issue together and see how we can react in God's grace on  
Memorial Drive. 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, Sept. 10, is an 

opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor. Mark your calendars today!  
 

Our congregation is currently considering what service 

activities we will participate in, but all ages will be included. 

This day offers an opportunity for us to explore one of our 

most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus 

Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every 

corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence 

in God’s grace. 

…..AND HERE WE GO! 

September 17 also known as “RALLY DAY” marks the 
beginning of our fall education program for youth 
infant-confirmation age on this day we will have a 
Potluck and games to enjoy with our children. 





 6 

 

We need you!  Let the Worship & Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream 
for you and become a worship participant on Sunday mornings!  Please 
check your schedule for available Sundays to be able to become one of the 
following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, 
Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.  
Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.   
We really need you!  Thank you!                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                  

Worship Leaders  
Please volunteer: 

Worship 

Participants 
August 6 August 13 August 20 August 27 

Assisting  
Minister 

Gary Tamburello Hub Tett Angela Richter Joyce Kennedy 

Acolyte Kennedy Havens Anders White Paige Pierce 
Leonard 

Olschimke 

Lector Scott Pierce Carolyn White Karen Whitefield Mike Riggs 

Communion  
Server 

Doris Pierce Doris Bosse Doris Bosse Angela Richter 

Usher Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 

Greeter 
Janet and Clarence 

Zaozirny 
Doris Bosse Doris Bosse Georgia Taylor 

Altar Guild 
Doris and Paige 

Pierce 
Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 
Tomiko Mita-Mayo 

Elaine and Mike 
Riggs 

 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter  Linda Richter  Linda Richter  

Flowers Altar Guild Tomiko Mita Mayo 
Janet and 

Clarence Zaozirny 
Martha and Terry 

Saterwhite 
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 Pray for our Congregation and Council! 

God lovingly invites us to bring all of our needs to God in prayer, expecting and 
trusting in God's power to respond. We need this in our personal lives, but we 
also need to do this as a congregation, entrusting our congregation's future, its 
focus, and its longings to a God who loves us so, so deeply.  

August 19 at 7:30pm 

Prepare Ye the Way...to Godspell! 

Fun fact: Pastor Will once acted in the musical Godspell and sang the song "All 
Good Gifts." Godspell is a retelling of the Gospel of Matthew for our modern 
world, and gives a glimpse of what it might look like to be pulled into a life of dis-
cipleship with Christ. Now, Godspell is coming to the stage here in Houston at AD 
Players. Pastor Will and Erin will be going on August 19th at 7:30pm and invite 
anyone in the congregation who would like to come along. Tickets start at $19 a 
seat and are available at www.adplayers.org. Limited discount tickets are also 
available via Goldstar. Get your own tickets and let Pastor Will 
(pastorwill@mdlc.org) or Erin (erinmstorm@gmail.com) know you're coming. 

MDLC Archives Ministry 

If you love going back and looking at old pictures and identifying the individuals in the pictures, 
old bulletins, old recipes from the "Food Adventurer's Club", and whatever else may have been 
collected in the last 50 plus years at MDLC, please make a commitment to join the "MDLC Ar-
chives Ministry."  
 

We are currently meeting in the Admin kitchen on Monday mornings at 10:00 AM and working 
about 4-5 hours each day we meet.  We have many boxes to go through and would love to 
have help in doing this task at MDLC.  If you are proficient in the archiving process, it would be 
a delight to have you join us and offer advice.   
 

If you are interested, please contact Doris Bosse at doris@bosse.com and join in the fun.  Hop-
ing to hear from you real soon or just show up on Monday mornings at the church office.   
Thank you!  

August 24th–September 1st 

Pastor's Upcoming Vacation 
Pastor Will and Erin will be on vacation from August 24th–September 1st. They 
will be attending the wedding of a good friend in North Carolina and then pro-
ceeding to a relaxing get-away in Orlando, Florida! We will be joined again during 
this time by Pastor Ashley Dellagiacoma from Kindred Lutheran during Sunday 
Worship and pastoral emergencies will be covered by Pastor Jim Giannantonio 
from Christ the Servant Lutheran. 

http://www.adplayers.org
mailto:pastorwill@mdlc.org
mailto:erinmstorm@gmail.com
mailto:doris@bosse.com
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President…………………………………………..  Karen Carter 

Vice President ……………………………………..  Stuart Moen 

Secretary………………………………………...  Janet Zaozirny 

Treasurer……………………….……….………...  Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry………………..  Pamela Tamburello 

Support Ministry…………………………………….  Mike Riggs 

Learning Ministry………………………..  Karen Whitefield and 

                                                                          Carolyn White 

Fellowship Ministry……………………………….  Ruth Gerum 

Property Ministry………………………………….  Stuart Moen 

Communications/Hospitality Ministry……...  Gary Tamburello 

                                                                                Erin Storm 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

     Nursery Open     10:00 a.m. 
 Sunday Worship              10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Pastor Will Storm is available for 
appointments on Wednesdays  

   and Thursdays.  
Contact him at the office or  

by e-mail: pastorwill@mdlc.org 

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

IN AMERICA 

Pastor Will Storm 
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music 
Lotty Evertsz, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the September Contact is August 12. 

The flowers for our Sunday worship services are 
provided by: 
 

Flowers by Nino  281-873-6466 
5805 Chimney Rock Road  Suite C 
Houston, Texas 77081 

                                                  Prayer List  

                                                         Happy Birthday August 

Ann Eisland 
Arlie Beane 
Blanca Flores 
Carol Neal 
Chad Ferguson 
Delores Howard 
Donaldo Rojas & Fam. 
Doug Pfluger  

Ed Howard 
Ed Locheed 
Hope O’Pake  
Jill Kosinski 
John McMurray 
Jorge Evertsz 
Ken Blankenhorn 
Laura Sparks 

LuVerne Blanc 
Marilyn England  
Marjorie Lemire 
Matthew Counsell  
Martha Satterwhite 
Margarita Mejia & Fam. 
Maxine Wilson 
Nancy McMurray 

Pamela Tamburello 
Peggy Brown 
Royce Brown 
Ryland Macomb  
Sandy Dillion 
Sarah Day 
Tammy Russell 
Wendy Gonzalez 

 4 Mary Hodde 
 4 Virginia Weigelt 

 9  Nelda Frels 
10 Devin Escamilla 

14 Michael Riggs 
20 Laura Lemburg 

26 Loral Haus 




